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PREFACE. 



'T'KE volnrncs t1iri\ nrr here rr- '''f^nl^d to trio F -lie, 
-*■ confift of tA'O p:»rts : the •!".:■:• (I'lDr. Fr:ii:iJin nd 
a Colleftion of Mifceilar.iO IS J- H.} >=, the woik (..: il...t 
author. 

It is alrendy bio.vn i*"^ •■>^r-v\'. Om Dr. Fran) 'in r-.rsv-'T. 
cd himfdf. toward- ?*■'•• i 'v::;* ft" i/sIIiV, with v:-i-.*:v^ ;:•'.• 
nicirs of hii> own ii;»L ?; ,. ^Ijcic ;j;cnio!rs wcic l-ii^ i^jic 
dov-/n to the yenr 17-;. - Tc^^^ci-icr witn fo:/.' o^'i^r r:::- 
ntsjcnpts, tiiey were li i'l l»e]tnd bini iit h.o clcitii, 1: d 
were confidf:red cs ccr'ilv.-.t'ng a p: rt of his i:j..i.ir:i- us 
property. Itiyaiic-.-c cxtni(vdiur.ry iIv./l, iir.'.T t ;■'•;? 
circumflanceu, iMr*;r;'(N'".'j; as r'^vy arc, lioio t!v ...lji:r';.7 
of the cliara/jtrr of uh'.c''-. r!.-y treat, :k)(1 h'rr: \\\c ci\:\. A 
fituation of tr-j r/rfcj^: •■-■;-', tbcy .'i'Oiill i> i.'-.g !;:ive 
bne:i whiihelti ■";.:.•! */.: 1" .-.iic. A tr.irilinij. of i.i.n 
a^jper.red in Fi.r'!'.'^ ^cv :- o y- ir" .".i^ ?o':.'.- - Ji^v.;-: i.> 
tiie year 17 '• 'J Jj^.t* .ir: h- :;.« '■. . .. -'v v . i'r-?, i'i.\c 
v^h :r has ti;i... I .-■•^ ^-i-rr'-L d ' ^ the ; vru^al of Zu/u;.?, 
ff . L'ld net Iv \i '\r .;". ';■■''? rrMl;o"e tc-) \v!io-t! ).::'• 
Fri-.nklin'? i :» f.;iNi'''- !■. ■•''J' •■: . T-c jirll part cf the }\Ih)- 
ry of his hfer is t.*-:! . itr-! rf>."] t.h !t piil.;ic:.tio:":. 

The Itylc of Tjjcif' ir. .'•.; rr, is irv.Oir.r.-top'.y pl;.-^]-?;. 
Ti'.c ilory ib told v/jtli tI--: •.■,'?[: u "sn.fervcd finccrity, ^uJ 
witliOLit any Volk- c(^l(ii:rl ^?r -r oriia:iiCTit, V,'- f^^^^, ;»-. p^ 
very pn^e, tj it t!r-- :.■:•':.;:• r .:.::;\:-d lilh {\:!Jv.c \\]C] -'aci 
rye of a niefLrr, f»n:i r?:^i':;l .:i) iRi.i:;ni«;, tii?.- U;r;r^- ;-'-.l 
origin of wli'ch I)c did !^ ;f p':if>Ld]y niiderft.ir.ii. ic i; 
thivS tliat gives fiKh c'-:n;i';;tf; i,nd uncoinrno'^. ••erlj-'ii.iiv 
to ihc detail, a' id dr! ^l.i :»i ilic review, "j'-'t ir:.;^-l;'iv»r 
has eiidcavo:.:ri.J, n.-> l.c vent rilcnr,, to ccv^.ct>'.<?. .. ':.\/:o* 
hiible mann.T in \v;;':'i ;?:■. »'■ ::!w\\n c^^v^'^'^'^ -^-'^'^'^'^ 
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iv PREFACE. 

thrs enquiry fhall occafionally have fubjefted him to the 
charge of a ftyle in any refpeft bald or low : to imitate 
the admirable fimplicity of the author, is no eafy taflc 

The EfTays, which are now, for the firft time, brought 
together from various refources, will be found to be more 
miftellaneous than any of Dr- Franklin's that have for- 
nierly been colledled, and will therefore be more generally 
amufing. Dr. Franklin tells us, in his Life, that he was 
an afliduous imitator of Addifon ; and from fome of thefe 
|>apers it will be admitted that he was not an unhappy 
one. The public will be amufed with following a great 
philofopher in liis relaxations, and obferving in what re- 
fpecls philofophy tends to elucidate and improve the molt 
common fubjeds. i he editor has purpofely avoided fuch 
papers as, by their fcientifical nature, were lefs adapted 
ibr general perufal. Thcfe he may probably hereafter 
pubiifh in a volume by themfelves. 

He fubjcins a letter from the late celebrated and amia- 
ble Dr. Price, to a gentleman in Philadelphia, upon the 
fubje^ of Dr. Franklin's memoirs of his own life. 

Hackney^ June j^, 1790. 

*^ JDEAH SIR, 

'* I AM hardly able to tell you how kindly I take the 
letters with which you favour me. Your laft, containing 
an account of the death of our excellent friend Dr. Frank- 
lin, and the circumftances attending it, deferves my par- 
ticular gratitude. The account which he has left of his 
life will ihow, in a ftriking example, how a man, by ta- 
lents, induftry, and integrity, may rife from obfcurity to 
the firft eminence and confequence in the world ; but it 
brings his hiflory no lower than the year 1757, and I un- 
derltand that fince he fent over the copy, which I have 
read, he has been able to make no additions to it. It is 
with a melancholy regret 1 think of his death ; but to 
^leath we are all bound oy the irreveriible order of nature, 
and In looking ^rward to it, there U comfort in being a^ 
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id refleft— that we have not h'ved in vain, and that 
fie ufeful and virtuous fhall meet in a better countiy 
>ncl the grave. 

Dr. Franklin, m the laft letter I received from him, 
r mentioning his age and infirnMties, cbfervcs, that it 
been kindly ordered by the Author of nature, that, 
''e draw nearer the conclulion of life, we are furnifli- 
;^ith more helps to wean us from it, among which one 
le ftrongeft is the lofs of dear friends. I was delight- 
/ith the account yon g.ive in your letter of the honour 
m to his memory at Philadelphia, and by Congrefs ; 
yefterday 1 received a high adcii clonal pleafure, by 
g informed that the National Aflembly of France had 
rmined to go in mourning for him. — W hat a glorious 
B is opened there ! The annals of the world furnilh 
i^rallel to it. One of the honours of our departed 
id is^ that he has contributed much to it, 

I am, with greiit refpeft. 
Your obliged and very 
humble fervant, 

lllCKARD PRICE,'^ 
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OF 

DOCTOR BENJAMIN. ERANKlLINi, 

ice. 



MY DEAR SONj, 

I HAVE amufcd myfelf with coUeaiog fome lit- 
tle anwdotcs of my family. You may remember 
the enquiries I made, when you. were with me in 
England, among fuch of :my relations as were then 
living ; and the journey I undertook for that pur- 
pofc. To be acquainted with the particulars of my 
parentage and life, many of which are unknown 
to you, I flatter myfelf, will afford the fame plw* 
fure to you as to me. I (hall relate them upon pa- 
per: it will be an agreeable employment of a week's 
uninterrupted leifure, which I promife myfelf du- 
ring my prefent retirement in the country. There 
arc alfo other motives which induce me to the un« 
dertaking. From the bofom of poverty and obfcu- 
rity, in which I drew my firft breath and fpent my 
carlieft y<:ars,I have raif(;d myfelf to a ftate of o^QWl-^ 
lence and to fome degree of celcbnvj \w x\va^^A^ 
A ccn/lmt^ood fortune has ati^ndf^^ \xi^^i^t^^^ 
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every period of life to my prefent advanced age ; 
and my defcendants may be dclirous of learning 
what were the means or which I m;ide ule, and 
which, thanks to the affifting hand of providence, 
have proved fo eminently fuccefsful. They may 
alfo, fhould they ever be placed in a fimilar fitu- 
ation, derive fome advantage from my narrative. 
When I refledt, as I frequently do, upon the fe- 
licity I have enjoyed, I fometimes fay to myfelf, 
that, were the ofler made me, I would engage to 
run again, from beginning to end, the fame career 
of lite* All 1. would afk would be the privilrgc 
of an author, to correft in a fecond edition, certain 
errors of the firft. I could wifh, likewife, if it were 
in my power, to change fome trivial incidents and 
events for others more favourable. Were this 
however denied me, ftill vrould I not decline the 
offer. But fince a repetition of life cannot take 
place, there is nothing which, in my opinion, fo 
nearly refembles it, as to call to mind all its cir- 
cumftances, and, to render their remembrance 
more durable, commit them to writing. By thus 
employing myfelf, I fhall yield to the inclination, 
fo natural to old men, to talk of themCelves and 
their exploits, and may freely follow my bent, 
without being tirefome to thofe who, from refpeft 
to my age, might think themfclvcs obliged to lif. 
ten to me ; as they will be at liberty to read me 
or not as they pleafe. In fine— and 1 may well avow 
it, fince nobody would believe me were 1 to deny 
it — I ihall perhaps, by this employment, gratify my 
vanity. Scarcely indeed have 1 ever heard or rcia 
the jntrodadory phrafe, ^* / may fay witkcut ^i .i-::^ 
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DR. FRANKLIN, 9 

of vanity has immediately followed. The generali- 
ty of men hate vanity in others, however itrongly 
tney may be tinctured with itihsmfelves; foruiy- 
felf, I pay obeifance to it wherever 1 meet with it, 
perfuaded that it is advantageous, as well to the 
individual whom ir governs, as to thofe who arc 
within the fphere of its influence. Of confe- 
quence, it would in many cafes, not be wholly 
abfurd, that a man fhould count his vanity a- 
mong the other fweets of lif^e, and give thanks 
to providence for the blefling. 

And here let mc with allhamility acknowledge, 
that to divine providence I am indebted for the fe- 
licity I have hitherto enjoyed. It is that power 
alone which has furniQied me with the means I 
have employed, and that has crowned them with 
fuccefs. My faith in this refpecl leads me to hcpe, 
though I cannot count upon it, that the divine 
goodnefs will ftill be cxcrcifcd towards me, ci- 
ther by prolonging the duration of my happincfs 
to thp clofe of Hfe, or by giving me fortitude to 
fuppurt any melancholy reverfe, which may hap- 
pen to me, as to fo many others. My future 
fortune is unknown but to him in whofe band is 
our dclliny, and who can make our very aillicti- 
ons fubfervient to our benefit. 

One of my uncles, defiroiis like myfclf, of col- 
leflinp anecdotes of our family, gave me fome notes, 
froTu which I have derived many particulars re- 
fpeft ng (iur anceftors. From thtfe I learn, thict 
they h:\d lived in the fame village (Eat ^ninNonh- 
am;:t' nihire) uncm a freehold of about thirry acres, 
for the fpace at lead of three hundred vc^lx^. \:^'o^« 
}cn^ [hey had re/ided there pno\ \.a xVv-ax ^/.tXc^^'. 
;3?7 ci-h hnd been unable to dvfeoN^^f, ^!to\i^^ 
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ever fince the inftitution of furntimes, when they 
took the appellation of Franklin, which had for- 
merly been the name of a particular order of indi- 
viduals *. 

This petty eflatc would not have fufficed for their 
fubfiftence^ had they not added the trade of black- 
fmirh, which was perpetuated in the family down 
to my uncle's time, the eldeft fon having been uni- 

* As a proof ihat- Franklin was r-ncicntly the common 
name ci an order of rank in F.nglanJ, fee Judge Foric/l 
cue, De iauJ'bus leguvi ntflicv, writtCii about the year 
14.2, in which \:-> the following paffuTc, to fnew that good 
juries micrht enfily be formed in any j art of England : 

" ilcgio etianj il'a, irarefperfa rcicrrraque eft p'-ff^fforU 
*' ht\x Urrurum et agrofum, quod in ea, vilkiliitam pnr- 
'* va re»>{:riri ;u)n poterit, in quu non eil miles\ armiger^ vel 
" ]»at(T fiuwllias, qnnl'S ibider.i jvcnlUn vulgaritur iiv.n- 
'^ cu.'atur, m:?rnio ditatu.s poiTciTonibus, nee non lihcre, 
" te.jc;;LOs at alii vah-Eti plurimi, fuis patrimoniis iufHci- 
*' cntcs, -^.d f:iciendum juratam, in forma praenot-dra.'^ 

*• I'lorcovcr, the fa'ne country is fo filled and repl:rir;- 
*^ t.j vv'irh la.:d'^d menne, that thtrein fo fiiiall a'thor;"^ 
" r,ann(>t \z fbnrtd wherein dwelleth not a knight, an ei'- 
*' f-alrt^. or fuch a lioufcholder as is there commonly ciljMi 
<* 2l ftankliny enriched with great polTeflions ; and al:j 
•^ cih?r freeholders and many yeomen, able {ov ihcir 
** livelihoods to make a jury in form aforementloneo.'^ 

Old Transla'iiov. 

Chsiicer too calls his country pentlemcn a fianU'ri, 
and. ?.ftcr defcribing his good hoi-ickceping, thus chafuu- 
tcrifes him : 

Tills wortli/ franklin bore a purfe o' filk, 
Fix'a to his '^\vu\Cy wliit-e as •lorning in:V. 
Knight to the fiaire, firf: jnPiee to th' aii//.':', 
'i'o help the poor die clcubtful to advife. 
//7 o// e/np/oyments, gencro^As., y.^ftV^c ^^ov\\ 
Renown d for courtefy, by aiW bdoV ^* 
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f Iformerlybroughtupio this employment: acuftom 
I which both he and my father obferved with refpetl 
to their eldeft fons. 

In the refcarchcs I made at Eaton, I found no 
account of their births, marriages and deaths, ear- 
lier than the year 1555 ; the parifli regiiler not 
1 extending farther back than that period. This rc- 
[. gifter informed me, that I was the youncr'?!!: Ton 
"of the youngeft branch of the family, counting l:ve 
generations. My grandfather, Th'>mas, who was 
- I born in 1598, living at Enton till he was too old 
'' I to continue his trade, when he reii'cd tj Kanbury 
^ in Oxfordfnire, where his fon J hii, who \;;is a 

I dyer, refided, and with whom n-y f iiher was ap- 
prenticed. He died, and v.- is InrijJ there : we 
e, .law his monument in 1758. T-.;!: 'ji:icft fonjived 
i- lin thefamily houfc ac Eaton, ••.vhici) he beqiieath- 
•T, led, with the land belonging to it, to his only dsuj-h- 
•- Jter ; who, in concert v\iih iici* hulband, Mu iii-rer 
, [of Wellingborough, afterwards fold it to Mr. Tic- 
'" led, the prefent proprietor. 

■•.■_ I My grandfather had four furviving fons, Tho-» 
mas, John, Eenjamin, and J ficts. 1 fhall pive y'^u 
fuch particulars of thtm as my memory will fu n ili, 
not having my papers here, in which y.u will i>id 
a more minute account, ii thtiy arc net ioil du»ii;g- 
.iTiy abfcnce. 

Thouias had learned the Vr^'it of a bl:;'.:\:".:i/.:i 
under his father ; but pcfieiiing a good nariirai \ 1- 
deritanding, he improved ii by Rudy. ?f :lij 1' ;;c:- 
intionof a g;-nt!cmim by t: e name (n'P;.;yKr, \\\\o 
was uL ihar time the principal inh.ii)i'nT'.r o: ih. \:!- 
l2;^.c, nn.d wiio encouiged \\\ like v\.ja ucv i:.i ny 
»:fii.iC'S w imprnvc f neir inind:» 'i\\ \'?:b.^ v • o/t. ^o.v 
iiu-i'ci lijimlclr'ccmpcttni to tliC 4UVx\\l\\4 o. •c,':.-.^:^- 
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try attorney; foon became an effential perfonagc 
in the affairs of the village ; and was one of the 
chief movers of every public enterprize, asweilre- 
lative to the country as the town of Northampton. 
A variety of remarkable incidents were told us of 
him at Eaton. After enjoying the efteem and 
patronage of Lord Halifax, he died Jan. 6, 1703, 
precifely four years before I was born The re- 
cital that was made us of his life and charader, 
by fome aged perfons of the village, ftruck you, I 
remember, as extraordinary, from its analogy to 
what you knew of myfelf. '' Had he died,'* faid 
you,^* jull four years later, one might have fuppof- 
cd a tranfmigration of fouls." 

John, to the bed of my belief, was brought up 
to the trade of a wool-dyer. 

Benjamin fcrved his apprenticeihip in London 
to a filk-dyer. He was an induibious man : 1 re- 
member him well ; for, while I was a child, he 
joined my father at Bofton, and lived for fome 
years in the houfe with us. A particular affedion 
^d always fubfifted between my father and him ; 
and I was his godfon. He arrived to a great age. 
He left behind him two quarto volumes of poems 
in manufcript, cocfifting of little fugitive pieces 
addreffed to the friends. He had invented a Ihort- 
hand, which he taught me, but having never made 
ule of it, I have now forgotten ic. He was a man 
of piety, and a conftant attendant on the bell 
preachers, whofe fermons he took a pleafure h\ 
wriungdown according to the expeditory nv:»thod 
he had devifed. Many volumes were thu5 coHc^^l- 
ed by him. he was alfo extreii^ely foiic! o':^ \y\\ ■ 
t/cs, too much fo perhaps for his fituaii;)!!. i u".- ly 
found in London a colledion wVik\\Vv^ V.v:. wa.:;:^. 
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Vhdl the principal pamphlets relative to public af- 
ftirs, from the year 1641 to 1717. Many volumes 
are wanting;^ as appears by the fci ies of numbers; 
but their ftill remain eight in folio, and twenty four 
ill quarto and odavo. The colledtion hadfdlea 
iato the bands of a fecond-hand bookfeller, who, 
knowing meby havingfold me fomebooks, brought 
it to me. My uncle, it fecms, had left it behind 
bJm on his departure for America, about fifty 
jiiears ago. I found various notes of his writing iri 
the margins. His grandfon, Samuel is now living 
at Bofton. 

's Our humble family had early embraced the Re« 
fortnation. They remained faithfully attached du- 
ring the reign of Queen Mary, when they were irt 
danger of being molefted on account of their zeal 
againft popery. They had an Englifti Bible, and, 
to conceal it the more fccuiely, they conceived the 
profpeft of faftening ir, open, with pack-threads a- 
crofs the leaves, on the infide of the lid of a clofe- 
flool. When my great-grandfather wiflied to read 
to his family, he rcverfed the lid of the clofe-ftooi 
upon his knees, and palled the leaves from one fids 
to the other, which were held down on each by 
the pack-thread. One of the children was ftation- 
ed at the door, to give notice if he faw the proftor 
(«n officer of the fpiritual court; make his appear- 
ance : in that cafe, the lid v/as reftored to its jilace, 
with the Bible concealed under it as before. I had 
this anecdote from my uncle Benjamin. 

The whole family preferved its attachments 10 
the Chyrch of England till towards the clofe of the 
rc-ipn-^J Charles 11. when certain uiimfters, who 
I hrd pe£?n cj^fted asnon-confovv\\\^.%, Wn\\\^VOv^ 
ennventichs in NorthampionftutcA^^'i >«w^\^\^ 
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cd by Benjamin and Jofias, who adhered to th^m 
ever after. The reft of the family continued in 

the epilcopal Church. 

PJy faiher, Jo-ins, manied early in life. He 
went, with his wife rind three children, to New 
England about the year 1682. conventicies be- 
iiig at that time prohibited by law,. and fic<[uently 
difturbed, foni^confiderableperfoi is of his acquaint- 
ance determined to go to America, where they 
hoped to enjoy the free exercifc of their religion, 
and my father was prevailed on to accompany 
them. 

My fatherbad alfo by thefamewifefiur children 
born in America, and tenothers bya fccond wifc^, 
making in all feventeen. I remember to have feen 
thirteenfcated togetherathis table, whoall arrived 
to years of maturity, and were ma-Tied, I was ihe 
laft of the funs, and the youngeft child, exctpii.rg 
two daughters, 1 was born at Soften in New I.i>- 
gland. ' My. mother the fccond \vi:c, uas Abi-^h 
i'olger, daughter of Peter r olger, onki of the tirlc 
cbloiiiifts of New England, of whom Cotton Mii- 
tner makes.honourablc mention, in his Eccl.fialii- 
cial Hiilory of that provincCp as '^a pious and learn- 
'' ed J^rigli/ljman'* if I rightly recoUa his cxpiti: 
fions* J have been told of his having written a 
yanety of little piccqs; bu* there appeais lobe cjij 
ly one in. print, which I met with many yeais ago^ 
It was publiihcd in the year 1075, and is jiVfu'our 
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t<Hltfi"thenarive?i5and other calamities which afiliw- 
ed the country, regarding them z$ the judgenients 
of God in punifliment of fo odious an ofTence, and 
he exhort's the government to the repeal of laws fo 
contrary to charity. The poem appeared to be 
written viith a manly freedom and a pleafing flm- 
plrcity. I recoiled the fix concliiding lines, thon::li 
I have forgotten the order of words of the two lirli ; 
the fenfe of which wris, that his cei^fures '^Tere dic- 
tated by benevolence, and that, of confequcnce, 
he wimeJ to be known as the r.nthor j becaufe, 
iaid he, I bate from my very foul diilimulaticn ". 
From Sherburne*; where I dwell, 

I therefore put my name, 
Your friend who means you well, 

Peter Folger. 

My brothers were ail put apprentices to diifer- 

€nt trades. With refped to n^.yfclf, I was fei.t, at 

the age of eight years to a grammar fchool. My 

- father deftined me for the church, and already re- 

garded me as the chapkin of the family. The 

. promptitude with which from my infancy I had 

. learned to read, for I do not remember to have 

been ever without this acquirement^ and the cn- 

. couragements of his friends, who ainurcd him that 

I flbnuld one day certainly become a man of letters, 

confirmed him in this defign. My uncle Benja- 

min approved alfo of the fcheme,and promifed to 

' gire mc all his volumes of fermons, written, a^ ( 

have faid, in the fhort hand of his invention^' I 

would take the pains to learn it. ■ 

1 remained however fcarcely a year at grammar 
fchool, although, in this Ihon irkl^n A^ Wv^^iv- 
^' 
/ Tcvn ill the Ifland of NanmcVct. 
B 3 
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fen from the middle to the heatl of my clafs, from 
thence to the clafs immediately above, and was to 
pPifs at the end of the year, to the one next in or- 
der. But my father, burlhened with a numerous 
faniily, found that he was incapable, without fub- 
jecling himfelf to difficulties, of providing for the 
expence of a collegiate education ; and confider- 
ing hcfides, as I heard him fay to his friends, that 
perfons fo educated were c ften poorly provided for, 
he renounced his firft intentions, took me from 
the grammar fchool, and fent me to a fchool for 
writing and iirithnietic kent bv a Mr, Georcre 
Brown wel, who was a Ikilful matter, and fuccced- 
cd very well in his profeffion by employing gen- 
tle means only, andfuch as were calculated to en- 
courage his fcholars. Under him I foon acquir- 
ed an excellent hand ; but I failed in arithmetic, 
anr? made therein no fort of progrefs. 

-At ten years of age^ I was called home to af- 
fiil my father in his occupation, which was that 
of foap-boiler and tallow-chandler; a bufinefs to 
which he had ferved no apprenticefliip, but which 
he embrac'd on his arrival in New England, be- 
caufe he found his own, that of a d5er, in too 
little requeft to enable him to maintain his fami- 
ly, I was accordingly employed in cutting the 
wicks, filling the moulds, taking care of the mop, 
carrying niclTages, &c. 

This bufinefs difpleafed me, and I felt a (Irong 
inclination for a fea life; but my father fet his fitcc 
^igainft it. The vicinity of the water, howeve;, 
gave nie frequent opportunities of ventu iag znyi- 
felf both upon and within ic, and I foon acqai: ^d 
thffarc of iwlmmmi:^^ and of maxvag^lr.^ ^ b'..?v^.. — 
Whi^n cn?barl:cd wiih other chMv<iT\t ^^>- "-'^^"^-i- 
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was ctfiktrfi)!^^ dq)atcd tOjftfe .particularly on dlf. 
ficult occaiions ; and, in <5wy other projcft, I 
was altnoil always the leidVr*6f the troop, whom 
I fometimes involved in embarraflments. I fliall 
give an inftance of this, which deraouft rates aa 
early difpofition of mind for public cnterprifes, 
chough the one in queftion was not conducted by 
juftice. 

The mill-pond was terminated on one fiJc by a 
marfh, upon the borders of which we were accuf- 
tomcd to take our (land, at high water, to angle 
for fmall fift. By dint of walking, we had con- 
vetted the place into a perfeft quagmire. My pro- 
pofal was to eredl a wharf that (hould afford uis 
firm footing; and I pointed out to my companions 
a large heap of ttoncs, intended for the building 
a new houfe near the marlh, and which were well 
adapted for our purpole. Accordingly, when the 
workmen retired in the evening, I affembled a 
number of my playfellows, and by labouring tJiH^ 
■gently, like ants, fometimes four of us uniting cur 
ftrength to carry a fmgleftone, we removed ihera 
all, an4 conilru<^ecl our little quay. The work- 
men were furprifcd the next morning at not find- 
irrg their lionet, which had been conveyed to ouc 
wharf. Enquiries wcie made refpefting the au- 
thors of this conveyance ; we were diicovcred ; 
complaints were exhibited ajrainil us ; many of 
lis underwent corrci^ion on the part of our pa- 
rents ; and though 1 ftrc:auor.lly defended the u- 
tiliry of the woik, my lather at le^i^^th ccuvin- 

i ccd mc, tl^iL nothinjj wliich was not lliictly ho- 

I IK it could be ufefuL 

I . It will not, perhaps, be unmtexetVvcvr^^to^ovx^ 

J^xiow iilwfoit Qfa nian my fath^t \n^^. ^^V 

B 3 
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an ncell^t conftiVMion, vtra^ o£ 4i miiMlefize, 
'^but \vcll made ztiitiafidogy and. extremely ^£Hve in 
whaEtever he iindeM»fe He defigned with a de- 
gree of ncatnefs,. antf Icnew a little of mufic. His 
' voice was fonorious and agreeable ; fo that ^htn 
' he funq; a pfalm or hymn with accompaniment of 
'. his violin, as was his frequent pra£tice in an e- 
•vening when the labours of the day were finilhed, 
'it: was truly delightful to hear him. He was 
veried alfo in mechanics, and could upon occafi- 
' on, ufe the tools of a variety of trades. But his 
. grcarefl: excellence was a found underftanding 
and loiid judc;ement in matters of prudence, both 
.,in public and private life. In the former indeed 
/rhe never engaged, becaufe his numerous family 
and the mediocrity of his fortune, kept him unre- 
lnrittingly employed irt the duties of his profeffion. 
3utl'vcry well remember that the leading men 
jpf'the place ufed frequently to come and a(k his 
r'advice refpedjng affairs of the town, or of the 
ichurch to .which he belonged, and that ^hey 
paid much defei ehce to his opinion.' Individuals 
'.'Weie alfo in the habit^ojf confukiitg him in their 
private /iafTairs, and he was often chofen arbiter 
between contending parties/ 
\^/ He was fond of having at his table; as often as 
poflitele, foriie friends or well informed neighbours 
.^fcjipabii? of rational converfation, and he was nU 
. ways careful to iittroduce ufcful or ingenious to- 
" 'lifcourle, which might tend to form tjie 
>f his children. By this means he eaily 
1 our attention to what was juft, prudenu 
•ficial in the condud of life. He neve- 
i^^ the meats whiqh appeared u^on the tu 

diiivUhd whether tbey vjci^ >n^\\ « v^ 
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tlfc^«.o£agoodor bad flavour, high^feafoned or 
..otbefwifc, preferable or inferior to ihh of that difh 
4tf a. iimilar Juitiii* Thus accuftomed, from my 
iafaacy^ to the utmoil inattentioa as to thofe ob- 
Jefts, .1 have always beca perfeftly regardlcfs of 
;;'what kind of food was before me; and I pay fo 
little attention to it even now, that it would be a 
ha)sd ms^tter for me to recoiled, a few hours after 
I had dined, of what my diimer had confifted. 
When travelling, I have particul^ly experienced 
the advantage of this habit; £ot it has often hap^ 
pened to me to be in company with perfons^ who, 
having a more delicate, becaufc a more exercifed 
eiftc have fuflFered in many cafes confiderable. 
inconvenience, while, 33 to myfelf, I have had 
nothing to deiire. 

My mother was likewife pofftffed of an excel- 
lent conftitution. She fuckled all her ten chil- 
dren and I never heard either her or my father 
complain of any other difoiderthan that of which 
-^they died : my father at the age of eighty feven, 
. ana my mother at eighty-five. They are buried to- 
gether at Boflon, where, a.few years ago^ I placed 
» marble over their grave, with, this iufcription : 

« Here lie 
** JosiAS FiLfKNKLiN anjl Abiaii his wife : They 
' ** lived together with reciprocal afffidlion for firty- 
** nine ye«irs ; and without private fortune, wi h- 
^ out lucrative employment, by affiduous labour 
.*,• and honeft indullry, defcently fupported a nii- 
•*-merous family, and educated with fucccfs, thir- 
r ** teen children, and feven grand-children. Let 
<* this example, reader, encourage you dili^evaVj 
." tc dhcharge the duties of tU^ cA\\x\^, ^vv^ x.*ii 
/^xeljr en the /upport of divine ^xoV\^t;ftS»^- 



<*■ He uras pious and prudeht, 
*• She dilcreet and virtuous, 
«• Their youngeft fon, from a fenriment of filial 
*^ duty, confecrates this Hone 

«* To their memory*'* 
I perceive, by my rambling digreffion?, that I 
am growing old. But we do not drefs for a pri- 
vate company as tor a formal balL This deferves 
perhaps the name of negligence. 

To return,. I thus continued employed in my 

■ fathers trade for the fpace of two years ; that is 
to fay, till I arri ved 'at twelve years of age. About 

■ this -time my. brother John, who had ferved his ap- 
• prenticefhip iti London, having quitted my father, 

and being married and fettled in bufinefs on his 
own account at Rhode Ifland, I was deftined, to 
all appearance, to fupply his place, and be a can- 
dle*maker all my. life: bucmy diflike of this occu- 
pation continuing, my father was apprehenfive, 
that, if a more agreeable one were not offered mc, 
I might play the truant and efcape to fea ; aw, to 
his extreme mortification, ray brother Jofias had 
done. He therefore took me fometimes to fee 
mafons, coopers, braziers^ joiners, and other me- 
chanics, employed at their work; ia order todif- 
cover the bent ofmy in<elination, and fix it if he 
could upon fome occupation tiiatmight retain me 
on fliore. I have fince, in confccjuence of thefe 
viiits, derived no fmall pleafure from feeing fkil- 
ful workmen handle their tools; and it has proved 
of conliderable benefit, to have acquired thereby 
fufficient knowledge tohcable to make little thln^^r. 
Jormy{e]{, when I havehad no mechanic at hancJ, 
and to con/trad fmall machttics for tn^ e^^trU 
56/7/^ ^r/jjjc: the idea I have concdvtiVv^'s^Vt^-^ 
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frefh and ftrongly impreffed on my imaginat?bn. 
My father ait length decided that 1 fliould be a 
cutler, and I was placed for Ibme days upon trial 
with my coufin Samuel, fon of ray uncle Benja- 
min, who had learned this trade in Londop, and 
had eftablifhcd himfelf at Bolton. But the pre- 
mium he required for my appienticelhip difpleat 
ing my father, I was recalled hdine. 

From my earlieft ye:ii» I had been paffionately 
fond of reading) and I laid out in books alt the lit* 
lie money I could procure. I was particularly 
pleafed with accounts of voyages. My firft ac- 
quiiltios vSS Bnnyan's colkAion in (mall feparatc 
volumes, Thefe 1 afterwards fold in order to buy 
an hiftorical colledion by R. Burton, which con- 
fided of fmall cheap volume?, amounting in ail to 
about forty or fifty. My father's little library 
was principally made up of books of prattical and^ 
polemical theology. I read the grcateu part cr 
them. I have fince often regretted, 'hat at a time 

, when ^ had fo great a ihirfl: for knowledge, more 
eligible books had not fallen into my hands, as it 
was ihen a point decided that I Iliould not be edu- 
cated for the church. There was alfo among my 
father's books Plutarch's Lives, in which 1 read 
continually, and I Hill regard as advantageoufly 
employed the time I devoted to them. 1 found 
belides a work of De Foe's, entitled, an Effay on 
Projects, from which, perh ips, 1 derived impref- 
fibns that have lincc inilueiiCed fome of the prin- 
cipal events of my life. 

My inclination for books at lad determined my 
father to make me a printer, though Vv^V.'\'ict\\^'^> 

. J/ :i fon in- that profeflion. My b^oiVi^i \\x.^ ^'^- 
tM'jicJ r'jom England in i7\7"mx.Vv ^^^^"i-^ ' 
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types, in order to eftabliHi a priming-hoiife at :Bio^ i 
fton. This bufinefs pleafed nie much better than ' 
that of my father, though I had ftill a predileclioii 
for ihe fea. To prevent the eiTeds which might 
rcful: iromthiiinclination, my father wasim patient \ 
to fee me engaged with my brother. I "held back ^ 
. for forre time ; at length however I fuiFercd my- 
f'jif to be periuaJed, andfigncd my indentures, 
being then only twelve years of age. It wai a- 
grecd that I Ihould lerve as apprentice to the age 
if twenty one^ and fliould receive journey m an- s 
wages. only during the iail year.. 

In a very fliort time I made great proficiency in 
this bufintfs, snd became very ferviceable to my 
brother, I had now an. opportunity of procuring 
better books. The acquaintance I iieccffarily 
formed with bookfellers' .apprentices, enable me 
to borrow a volume now and then^ which I never 
tilled to return pundually and without injiiry. 
iiow often has it happened to me to pafs the great- 
er part of the aight in reading by my bed-fide, 
vvhen the book had been lent me in the evening, 
ana was to be returned the next morning, leil it 
might be mijQTcd or wanted. 

At length, Mr. Mattkew Adams, an ingenious 
tradefman.whohadahandromecolledicnofbooks, 
and who frequented our printing-houfc, took notice 
of me. He invited me lo fee his library, and had 
the goodnefs.to lend me any books I was defirous 
of reading, 1 then took a ftrange fancy for poetry, 
and comp,">ftd feveral little pieces. My brotJ:"r, 
thinking he might find his account in it, encourac!;- 
ed me ;;nd engajrcd me to write two ballads. Oivc 
e.:l!e^ r/jc Light-houk Tragedy, contained an ac- 
ccunt of the Ihipw rtck of cagt. VJoiuvOivxV^ c: . 
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af two daughters'; the other was a failor's fong on 
be capture of the noted pirate called Teach, or 
Uatk-beard. They were wretched verfes in point 
ifiAyle, mere blind-men^s dittres. When print- 
liy 1« difpatchcd me-about the tov.'rt to fell them, 
heiirft had a prodigious run, bccaufe the event 
nsrrecetit, and had made a great noife. 
. My canity was flattered by this fuccefs; but my 
kther checked my exultation, by ridiculing my 
jfcodudions, and telling me that verfifiers were al- 
rays poor: I thus cfcapeci the misfortune of being, 
jjrobably a very wretched poet. But as the facul- 
ty of writing profe has been of great fervice to 
Diein the courfe of my life, and princip?i!!y con- 
criibuted' to my advancement, I fliall relate by 
what 'means fituated as I was, I acquired the imall 
(kill I may poffefs in that nay. 
i.Tberc was in the town another young man, a 
great lover of books, of thtt name of j';hn Collins, 
Tirith whom I was intimately conncclcd, . Wefre* 
(jaeiitly 'engaged in difpute, and were itidecd fo 
famd of argumentation, that nothing was fo agreea- 
ble to us as a war of word^. This contentious 
temper, I would obfcrve by the bye^ is in daiiger 
ofbecoming a very bad habir, and fTe-juentiy ren- 
ders a man's company infiipportable, asbcin,t^no 
odxerwife capable of inLiulgence thrm by indifcn- 
niiisate contradiciion. Independently of the nc;i- 
mofty and difcord it introduces into converfittion, 
itfe:-jften productive of diflike, and even haired, 
•between pcrfons to whom fnendllup is indifpeniV.- 
bly .n-eOeflarY, I acquired it by reading, while I . 
►lived witii ihy faiher, books of religious couuo'^^^:- 
\iy. . Ihdv^ Jincf remarked , .t hat meiv ot S^twlo. ^^.^ , 
A'go/^U inio this cvxor •; lawv^Ys;* feWovri* viV \\vCv- 
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guage, which was one oft be greateft objeds of 
Riy ambition. • ''• 

The time which I devoted to thefe exercifes, and 
to reading, was the evening after my duy's i-ioour. \ 
•was finifhed,the morning before it begaii,';Md Sun- | 
days when I could efcape attending divine lervice. ' 
While I lived with my father, he had infilled on 
my punctual attendance on public worfiiip, and I 
ftill indeed confidercd ic as a duty, but a duty 
which I thought I had no time to pradlfc. 

When about fixteenyearsof age,a workof Tryon 
fell into my hands, in which he recoir.ir.ends ve- 
getable diet. I determined to obferve ir. h]y 
brother, being a bachelor, did not keep houfe, but 
boarded v»ith his apprentices in a neighb'. u ing fa- 
mily. My refufing to eat animal food was fcund 
incGnyenient,uind I v\as often fcolded for my iin- 
. gularity. I attended to the mode in which Ti yon 
prepared fomeofhis dirties, particularly how toboil 

. potatoes and rice, and make hafcy pud dings , i 
then faid to my brother, that if he would allow nic 
per week half what he paid for my board, I v.ould 
undertake to maintain myfelf. The offvfr Wcis iu- 
ftanily embrac^l, and I focn found that of wh-^t 

■ he gave mc 1 was able to fave half. This wns a 
new fund for the purchafe of books ; and other ad- 
vantages reiulted to me from the plan. When my 
brother and his workmen left the printin;-houf-^ to 
goto dinner, I remained behind; and difparching 
my frugal meal, which frequently coniilled ot a 
bifquix only or a flice of bread and a hunch c^t' 
railins,or a bun from the paflry cook's, with a g!r:i>; 
of water^I had the reft of the time, till tbeli retr.m, 

for/liidy ; and my progrefs therein was r-rcpi'i- 
iiorjcdto that c/earnels of ideus, tiTid c^ivcVupvi o.l 
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conception, which 1^ the fruit of temperance in 
eating and drinkingiV* 

t Xt was about this period that, having one day 
jbeen put to the blufli ior my ignorance in ihc art of 
xalculation, which I had twice failed to lean? while 
at fchool, 1 rook Cocker^s Treatife of Ariih:nrti.\ 
and went through it by myfelf with the utmr.il e;i(i:. 
I aho read a book of Navigation by Seller und 
Srurmy, and made myfelf mailer of the liith: gcD- 
metry it contains, but I never proceeded far in tliis 
fcicnce. Nearly at the fame time 1 read Locke 
on the Human Underltanding, and the Art of 
Thinking by MelTrs. du Port Royal. 

While labouring to form and improve my fiy?e^ 
I met with an Engl'.fli Grammar, which I believe 
was Greenwood's liaving at the end of it two little 
efiays on rbetoric and logic. In the latter I found 
a model of difpu ration aUe*- the manner of Socra- 
tes. Shortly after i procured Xenophon's u^crk, 
entitled Memorable Things of Socrates, inv/hich 
are various exaziiples ot the fame method. Charm- 
ed to a degree of enthunafm with this mode of 
difputing, 1 adopted it. and renouncing blunt con- 
tradidiion, and dirtxt and pofitive argument, I af- 
fumed the characler of a hupnble queftioner. The 
peruful of Shaf:fbury and Collins liad made me a 
lcep:ic ; and being previoufiy fo as to many doc- 
tnnesofChriftianiiy,! found Socrates's methcdto 
be both the fait^d iov myfelf, as well as the nioit 
cmbarraliing to thofe againft whom I employed it. 
It foon alTorded rQcilngular pleaiure ; iincciUiiir.y 
praclifedit; and becacie very adroit in obtaining, 
even from pcrfons of luperior underftanding^ cou- 
ceSions of idjjcli th?y did not fotet^se xV.^ c'ot\*Ivt- 
^ucaces. Tims 1 involved them u\ dV:ric\:v\v.^^ Vxc..-^ 
C 2 . . 
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which .,tliey vere unable to extricate their it^Ives, 
and fomeiiines obtained viftories, which neither 
my caufe not my -ar.eamen^^s merited. 

This method I ccntinucd to employ for fjme i 
years; but I afterwards abandoned it by degrees, i 
retaining only the habit of expreiSng nfyfelf wiih ' 
modeft diffidence, and never muking ufe, when I 
advanced a;ny propofition which might be cuntrc- ^| 
verted, of the words certainly^ und:.iibtealy^ or any i 
others that niight give iheappefin'Lnce of telrg t.l: - « 
iiinately attached to my opinion, I rather laid I 
imagine, I fiippofe, or it appears to me^ that fiich 
\ thing is fo or fo, for fuch and fuch reafons ; or 
it is fo, if I am not miilaken. Ihis habit has, I 
think been of confiderable advantage to me> when 
X have had occafion to imprefs my opinion on the 
minds of others and perfuade them to the ademption • 
of the meafures I have fuggefted. And fince the 
chief ends of converfa.tion are, to inform or to be 
informed, to pleafe or to perfuade, I could uiili 
that iiiitliigent at;d vveli-nxeaning. men would not 
theml<:Ive.s diminifn the powers they polUfs of be- 
ing ufjful, by a pofitiveand prelum pluoiis mannLT 
cf ^vjrcrtii>g theLVrfelves. which fcarcely cvr fails 
todifguil the heirer, and is only calcubteu to ex- 
cite oppofitiv;n and defeat every purpofe fcr which 
the Hicuhy of fpeech has becnbeftowcd upon man. 
In fliori-, if you wirti to inform, a pofiiive and dog- 
matical manner of advancing your opinion mny 
provoke contradiftion, and prevent your being 
he.ird v\ith .;ittention. On the other hand, if with 
u dcfne of b-inp: Informedj and of ben- fitiiig by 
the kno.\ ledge of others, you cxprefs yourfilvc's its 
being i?n n^i^lv iittached to your oww o^\!\\c.iv«f^ rv^o- 
44j// andjCnhbk w^n, \vho'donot\c.Y«^ ^\%...\-:vO;':^.* 
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Will leave you in tr:nqull pofleffion of your crrorj?. 
By fullowiag fuch a methoil, you can rarely hope 
to pleafe your auditors, conciliate their good- will, 
or work conviction on thofe whom you may be de- 
firous of gaining over to your views. Pc pe jadi'- 
cioudy obferves. 

Men mud be taught as if you taught them not. 
And thin, s unknown propos'd as things forgot. 
And in the fane poeiTi he afterwards advifes us^ 
To fpeak, tho'lu re, wirh ibeniing diffidence. 
lie might have added to ihefe lines, one that he 
has conpled elfewhcre, in !ny opinion, with lefs 
, ' prop.iety. It is thus : 

Fc'T want of decency is w^int of fenfe. 
If you ali why I fiy v^ith lefs propriety^ I muft 
give you the two lines t- irethcr : 

I nmodcfl W'.rds a^ rr.it of «^ defence^ 
For w.mt of decency is want ol'feufe. 
Now wa:it '):" fenfe, when t: man has the misforutnc" 
to be fo cirrumft.inced. ir is not a kind of cxcufe 
for want of modefly ? And would not ihc verfcs 
have been more acc'w:.;.:e, if they had hcen con- 
ilrufted '.!,i!S : 

1 •Kuodcft word^ admit /;/// this chf:vc^^ 
That v/.int of c'.ccncy is want of unP*. 
But I Iciave the decifi-.jn of this to beitci: judges 
th::n myfclf. 

In 172O5 or 1721. :ry brother bcgfln to piint a 
new public paper. It was the fccoi,d that x\vc,k..c ir.s 
app:':ir;^.nce in A:nf rie-i, -ir.d v/as cn'ifkd x\v Is'iuj 
Erighind Co:r\vit. The eniy one that cxillcu bt-*- 
ibru \\.:s l;;e i>^/?:/; A'Cic's Ltllcr. .Smv.c i.f i'is 
fric.id?, I riincinbcT, wcjJd have difliiadtd h'm 
./-o.'j //i^ liji U'ltnkin-^, a^^ a tVi\r.r vV^M^rM^.^VcXo-^ 
Ij' to fhcj^.J ; u Cni^ic UC:V.ipaj^C^ \i-\:^.';^\^ ^^.^ 
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opinion fufficient for all America; At prefent, how- 
ever, in 1777, there is no lefs than twenty-five. 
But he carried his projedl into execution, and I was 
employed in diftributing the copies to his cuftom- 
ers, after having affifted in eompofing and work- 
ing them off. 
' Among his friends he had a number of literary 
characters, who, as an araufement, wrote (hort ef- 
fays for the paper, which gave it reputation and in- 
ereafcd its fale. Thefc gentlemen came frequently 
to our houPi, I heard the converfation that p-^iffed, 
and the accounts they gave of the favourable re- 
ception of their writings with the public. I was 
tempted to try my hand among them; but, being 
ftill a child as it were, I was fearful that my bro- 
ther might be unwilling to print in his paper any 
^performance of which he fliould know me to be 
fhe author. I therefore concrived to dirgiufe my 
hand, and having written an anonymous piece, 1 
placed it at night under the door of the printing- 
houfe, where it was found the next morning. My 
brother communicated it to his friend?, when they 
came as ufual to fee him, who read it, commented 
nponit within my hearing, and I had the exquifite 
pleafure to find that it met with their approbation, 
and that, in the various conjectures they made re-r 
Ipefling the author,no one was mentioned who did 
net enjoy a high reputation in the coiiniry fcr ra- 
1 ints and gcnhis. 1 now fuppofed myfelf fortunate 
in my judges, and began to fufpe<'1 that they were 
not fucli excellent writers as I h?.d hitherto fuppof- 
ed them. Be that as it may, eiicourai>cd by this 
little adventure. 1 wrote and ftint to the pre fs, in 
;/ie fame way inany (;ther pieces, wVvVou \\^\^ :.c;v:.\\* 



DR., FRANKLIK. 31 

fe)ck of information arid knowledge for fuch per- 
fbrmartces was pretty completely exhauftcd, when 
I made myfclf known. 

My brother, upon his difcovery, began to en- 
tertam a little more refpeft for me ; but he ftill re- 
garded himfelf as my mailer, and treated me like 
an apprentice. He thought himfelf entitled to the 
famefervices from me as from any other perfon. 
On the contrary, I conceived that, in many in- 
ftancesy he was too rigorous, and that, on the pare 
of a brother, I had a right to expe6l greater in- 
dulgence. Our difputes were frequently brought 
before my father ; and either my brother was ge- 
nerally in the wrong, or I was the better pleader of 
the two, for judgment was commonly given in my 
■favour. But my brother was paffignate, and often 
hadrecourfeto blows; acircumftance which I took 
in very ill part. This fevere and tyrannical treat- 
ment contributed, Ibelieve, to imprint on my mind 
that averfion loarbritary power, which during my 
whole life I have ever prcferved. My apprentice- 
fliip became infupportable to me, and I continu- 
ally fighed for an opportunity of fliorcening it, 
which at length unexpeflcdiy offered. 

An article inferred in our paper upon fome poli- 
tical fubjeft which I have* now forgotten, :7:nve of- 
e nee to the AfTembly. Mv brother #as taken in- 
to cuftody, ccnfured, -uvxi ordered into confine- 
ment for a month, l>ftcaufe, as 1 pufurne, he v»ould 
not difcover the riutiior. I was alfo lakcn up, and 
examined before* tne council ; bur, ir-ou-^h 1 ,Q.aA e 
them no fatisfluiti'n, they coiiteute^^ thenifelves 
with rcprJw.iml'ncT and tlicn difmified m^ \ ^Q^- 
JiJe. ing n:e fro! a-jjy ris bound , ici o; ^CuVn '^i "s.^^- 
prcnticc, to keep my tnufter'b fcc^ic'^^, 
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A penny fuv*(l is two-t)-'ncc clear ; 
yj pin a .lay 'i afrrout a j'tar* 
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THE WAY TO MAKE MONEY PLENTY 
IN EVERY MAN'S POCKET. 

AT this time, when the general complnint is 
that — *' money is fcarce/' it will be an adof 
hiiuinefs to inform the moneylefs how they may * . 
reiritVrce their pockets. I will acquaint them with i 
tht true ieciet of money-catching — the cerf-ain ■ 
way to nil empty purfes — and how to keep Ihem ^ 
always full. Two liinple rules, wellobferved, will 
do t'ic bulincfs. 

Fir it, Itt honefly and induftry be thy coiiHant^ 
compmi mis ; and, 

SeconJly, fpend one penny lefs than thy clear] 
gain*. 

Then fliall thy hidc^bound pocket foon begin] 
to tl'.iive, and will never agam cry with the enip-l 
ty belly-ach ; neither will creditors infult thcf% 
nvM- want opprcfs, nor hunger bite, not nakedii 
fac'^e thtfe. The whole hcmirphcre ^i ' ' 
bfigiiter, and pleafure fpring up in ever 
tliy heart. Now, therefore, cmbrii; 
and be happy, Banifli the h^-~-i^: wii 
from thy mind, and live inde- l 
thou be a man- and not h\c.i 

J)roach of the rich, nor . 
irtle when thci fc 
band: for iadep 
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where the new lamp of McfTri. Quinnuet and 
Laiigti was introdiicecl, and much ydmired for irs 
fplendor; but a {general enquiry was made, whe- 
ther the oil it confuined, was nor in proportion to 
the lii; he it afforded, in which caie ihcje would be 
no faving in the ufe of it. No one pi»efent could 
fatisfy us in that point, which all agreed ought to 
be known, it being a very defirable thing to lelTcn, 
if poffible, the expencc of lighting our apiirfmcnts, 
when every other article of family expence was fo 
much augmented, 

1 was pleafed to fee this general concern for oe- 
conomy ; for I love qeconomy exceedingly, 

I went honie, and to bed, thr^e or four hours af- 
ter midnight, with my head full of the fubjrft. An 
accidental fudden noife waked me about Ax in the 
morning, when I was furprifcd to find my ro6m 
filled with light ; and I imagined at firft, that a 
number of thofe lamps had been brought into it : 
but, rubbing my eyes, I perceived the hght came 
in at the windows. 1 got up and looked out to fee 
what might be the occafion of it, when I faw the 
fun juft riling above the horizon, from whence he 
poured his rays plentifully into ray chamber, my 
domeftic having negligenily omicted the preceding 
evening to clofe the flmtters. 

1 looked at my watch, which goes very well and 
found that it was but fix o'clock: and ftill think- 
inc; it fomething extraordinary thnc the fun ihould 
life fo early, 1 looked into the alman.ick ; where 
I found it ro be the hour given for his rifing oil 
that day. I looked fcrwaid t )0, and found he 
was tfr rife ilill earlier every day till towards the 
end of June ; and that at no time in the year he 
retarded his riilng fo long as till eight o'clQck. 
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Your readers, who with me have never fecn any 
figns of iunfhine before noon, and feldom regard 
thf xftronomical part of the jilmanack, will be iis 
much aftoniihed as I was^ v/hen they hear of his 
nlin;^ fo early; and efpecially when 1 aflaie them, 
rf?j/ be gives light as focn as be rifes. I am con- 
vinced of this. I am certain of the fact. One 
c.'innot be more certain of any fact. 1 1'aw it 
with my own eyes. And havin)^ repeated this 
obfervation the thice following mornings, I found 
always prccifely the fane rcfult* 

Yet fo it happens, that when 1 fpeak of this dif- 
covery to others, I can eafily perceive by their 
countenances, though they forbear exprell:ng it 
in words, that they do no not quite believe inc. 
One, indeed, who is a learned natural philofopher, 
has aiJurcd me, that I mufl certainly be miftakeu 
as to the circumftance of the light coming into 
my room: for it being well known, as he fays> 
that there could be no light abroad at that hour^;. 
it follows thui no.nc could enter from without ; 
and thj^t of confcquence, my windows being acci- 
dentally left open, inftead of letting in the light, 
hiid only ferved to let ouc the darknefs :' and he 
ufed many ingenious arguments to fhew me how I 
might, by that means, have been deceived, I own 
that he puz'/Jcd me a little, but he did not fatisfy 
me; and the fubfeqent obfervations I made, as 
above mentioned, confirmed mc in my. fiifi opir 
nion. 

This event has given rife, in my mind, to feve- 
ral fcrious and important refledions. 1 confidercd 
that, if I had not been awakened fo early in the 
morning,.! ftiould have ilept fix ho'Oi^^ Vs^^-t V^ 
the Vighi of the fun, and \n exch.'acci^^ "^-^"^^^^"^^ 

to X 
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fix hours the following night by candle-lighr; nn-d 
the latter being a n?uch more ex{^enfivc light than 
the former, nw love of ccconomy induced me to 
muller up what J.ittle arithmetic I was mafler of, 
and to make fome calGu^atfons, v.hich I fliall give 
you, after cbfeiving, that utility is, in my opinion, 
the tell of value in matters of invention, ard that 
a difcovery which can be applied to no ufc, or is 
not good for fomethihg, is good for nothing. 

I took for the bafis of my calculation thefuppa- 
fition that there are ico,ooo lairilies in I'aris^ 
and that thefe families confume in the night halt 
a pound of bougies, or candles per hour. I 
think this is a moderate allowance, taking cnc fa- 
mily with another; for though I believe fome 
confume lefs^ I know that many confuniC a great 
deal more. 1'heo efllmating feven hcu "s per day, 
as the medium quantity between the time ( f the 
fun*s rifmg and ours, herifing duiing the fix foU ' 
lowing months from fix toeighi hours beforfc"^noon> 
and there being fcven hours of cocvfe per nJghtiri 
which w« burn candles, the account will Hand 
thus — • = • 

In the fix months between the twentieth of 
^larch::nd ihe tv,c:iticth of September, there are 

Nights .....,.- 183 

Hours of each night in which we 

burn canJles .----- 7 

Multiplicatic^n gives for the total 

number of hours • • - - ' 1,28 1 

Thefe 1,281 hours multiplied 'by 
/oo^ooo, the numberoflnhabit- 
anrs, give' --'"'. ^1'^^\<:>Ci^'ik 
One hun dred twctity cigVvi toaWilotv^ 
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and one hundred thoufand hours, 

ipent at Paris by candle-light, 

which, at half a pound of wax and 

tallow per hour, gives the weight. 

of - - - - i54,©5c,ooo 

Sixty-four millions and fifty thou- 
fand of pounds, which, ellimat- 

ing the whole at the medium price 

of thirty fols the pound, makes 

the fum of ninety-fiK millions 

and feventy-five thoufand livres 

tournois - - - - 96,075,000 
An immenfe fum ! that the city of Paris might 
fave every year, by the oeconomy of ufing lunfhine 
infteud or candles. 

If it fhould be faid, that the people are apt to 
be obftinately attached toold cuftoms, and that ic 
will be difBcult to induce them to rife before noon, 
confequcntly my difcovery can be of Kctlc ufe j I •- 
anfwer. Nil dejperandum. I believe all who have 
common fenfe, as foon as they have learnt from this 
paper that it is day-light when the fun rifes, wiU 
contrive to rife with him ; and, to compel the 
rell, 1 would propofe the following regulations : 

Pirft. Let a tax be laid of a louis per window^ 
on every window that is provided with ftiutters ro 
keep out the light of the ftin. 

Second. Let the fame falmary operation of po- 
lice be made ufe of to prevent our burning can- 
dles, that inclined us laft winter to be more oeco- 
Hpmical in burning wood ; that is, let guarc's be 
placed in the ihops of the waix av\d v^VVvy^-^-^xA.- 
]e;s, and no family be petrmut.^ vc> X^'i 'Ivwv^'^^^ 
mib mare than one powiid oi c2^Tv<i\^% ^^"^ ^^"^ ^* 
Third Let guards be po&eei vo «co^ ^^^<^^ ^"^ 



es, &.C. tliat would pafs the (Ireets after fanlfr,ex« 
ccpt thofe of phyficians, furgcons and midwives. 

Fourth. Every morning as foon as the fun rifes, 
let all the bells in every church be fet ringing ;. 
and if chat is not fufficient, let cannon be fired in 
every (Ireet, and wake the fluggards efFedtuaily^ 
and make them open their eyes to fee their true 
intereft. 

All the difficulty will be ia the firft two or three- 
days ; after which the reformation will be as na- 
tural and eafy as the prefent ii^-cgularity : for, cc 
iCeJl qMB U prejnhr pas qui caute. Oblige a maa 
to rife at four in the morning, and it is more than 
probable he fhall go willingly to bed at eight ia 
the evening; and, having had eight hours fleep, he 
will rife more willingly at four the morning foU 
lowing. But this fum of ninety-fix millions and? 
feventy-five thoufand livres is not the whole of what 
may be faved by my oeconomical projeft. You, 
may obferve,. that I have calculated upon only one. 
• half of the year, and mitch may be faved in the o^ 
ther, tho' the days are fnorter. Befisies^tbeJmr. 
menib flock of wax and tallow left unconfumed 
during the fummer,. will probably make candles. 
much cheaper for the cnfuing winter, nnd conti- 
nue cheaper as long as the propofed rcformatioa 
fliall be fupported. 

For the great benefit of this difcovery, thus free- 
ly communicated and beftowed by me on the pub*- 
lie, I demand neiiher place, penGonj exclufive pri* 
vilege, nor any oiher reward whatever. I expeft 
only to have the honour of it. And yet 1 know 
there are link eiivious minds v^'ho will, as lafual, 
denjr me this, and fay ihdt m^ \u\viTi.v\^tv^:^i]&Si^\ 
to ths ancients, aavi pevU^]?^ v\\e7 viv^^^ ^^vsn^^^ 



fa!5:;e8 out of the old boo^^s in pmof of it. I will 
not difjwite with thefe people that the ancicnt$ 
knt;w not the fun would rife at ceriain hours ; they 
poflibly hiid, as we have, almanacks that predifled: 
it : but it does not follow from thence that they 
knew he ^ave light as foon as he nfe. This is 
what I claim as my difcovery. If the ancients 
knew it, it muft long fiace have been forgotten,, 
for it certainly was unknown to the moderns, at 
lead to the Parifians ; which co pr..ve I need ufe 
but one plain fimpie argument. They are as well 
inftrufted, judicious^ and prudent a people aa exift 
any where in the world, all profefIing» like myfclf, 
to be lovers of oeconomy J and, fiom the many 
heavy taxes requirisd from them by the neceffitic^ 
of the ftate, have furely reafon to be ceconomicaL 
I fay it is impoffible that fo fenfible a people, un-- 
der fuch circumftances, fhould have lived fo long 
by the fmoky, unwholefome, and enormoufly ex- 
penfive light of candles, if they had really knowa 
that they might have had as much pure light of 
the fun for notliing. 1 am, &c. 

An ABONNE. 
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ON MODERN INNOVATIONS 

IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, 

AND IN PRINTING. 

Ta Noah W£BST£R,yW. E/q. at HARTFOR^k 

Philadelphia, Dec^ 26, 1789. 

DEAR SIR, 

I RECEIVED, fome time fince, your Diffirta^ 
thns on the Engli/h Language. It is an excels 
lent work, and will be greatly ufeful in turning 
the thoughts of our countrymen to correta writing.. 
Pleafc to accept my thanks for it, as well as f r 
the great honour you have done me in its dedica- 
tion. I ought to hare made this acknowledgment 
fooner, but much indifpolition prevented me. 

I cannot but applaud your zeal for preferving 
the purity of our language both in its expreffiou 
and pronunciation, and in correfting the popular \ 
errors feveral of our dates are cuntliiually falling 
into with refpedl to both. Give me leave to men* 
tion fome of them, though poffibly they may alrea* ' 
dy have occurred to you. I wi(h, however, that 
in fome futi^re publication of yours you would fet 
a difcountenancing mark upon them. Tlie firft ^ 
I reme"mber, is the word improved. Whn I lc;c 
Ncw-England in the year 1723, this v^ord had ne- 
ver been ufed among ua, as far as I know, but in 
the fenfe of amelioratedy or made better^ except 
once in a very old book of Dr, Mather^ entiil'wd, 
Acmarkuble Frovid^ncei. A^ \.V\^x. vv\^.w wrote a 
verjr cbfcure hand, 1 remexxibtx OcvW >« \^tv\ v?i., \ 
tAat word in Iii^ book> ufed Va&.c^^ x\xxi-^tei4. 



epipioyed, I conjectured that it was nn error of the 
printer, who had miftaken a fhort /tn the writing 
ibr an r, and a y with too fl:ioit a tail for a Vy 
whereby ejnphyed was convened inio improved : 
but wlicn I returned toBoilonin 17.^3, 1 f^und this 
chcincje had obtained favour, and wiis thenbecorr.e 

^ common ; for I met ^ith it often in peruiing the 
newfpapers, where it fiequentlv made an appear- 
ance rather ridiculous.' Such, for inflance, as the 

. advertifcment of a country houft to be fold, which 
had been rnany yeais impwued as a tavern ; and 
in the cliara^fler of a deceafed country gcntlemnu, 

f that he had been, for more than thirty years, iW- 
prcved as judice of the peoce. This ufe of the 
word ifvprove is peculiar to Ncrw England, and not 

' to be met with among any other fpeakers of Eng- 

lilh, either on this or the other fide of the waten 

During. my late abfencc in France, I find thait 

r fevcral other new words have been introduced in- 
to our parliamentary language; For exaoi'ple, I 
find a verb formed from the fubftaBtivc notice. I 

^ fljould not hare noticed this^ were it not that the 
gentleman^i &c. Alfo another verb from the fub- 
^QiUixvQ advocate ; The gentleman u=i?'c advocates^ 
»r wba has advocated that motion^ Sec. Another 
from the fubftantive proj^ref:, the moft awkward' 

. and abominiible of the three : 7 he committee kav- 
ing progrefTcd, rtfchcd tu adjourn. The word cpj 
poj\d^ though riot a new word, I find iifed in a 

. new mrainer, as, The gen'Iemen who are oppofed 
to this jHcafurey to 'which I have alfo njyfcif alxzayt 
been oppofed. If you ihould happcii to'be of my* 

^ opini >n witli refpeft to thcCc \Iu\c^^\ox\'5:^'^<5^^^^i^^ 
ufe yr-ixr i2u:h':rity in Te'^M■^ib•o(V\v^^^ IVit^A ; ' "^ 

TlK Laun l;]ngua£,e, Vor\^x\\^ xc\\\c\^^^^^ 
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diftributing knowledgeamong the difFerent nation? 
of Europe, is^ daily more and more negleded; and 
one of the modern tongues, viz. French, fecms 
in point of univerfnlity, to hare fupplicd its place. 
It is fpoken in all thtr courts of Europe ; and moll 
of the literati, thofe even who do not fpeak it, 
have acquired knowledge of it^ to enable them ea- 
fily to read the bo-jks that are written in it. This 
gives a conridcrable advantage to that nation. It 
enables its authors to inculcate and fpread through 
other nations, fuch fentiments and opinions, on 
important points, as are mod conducive to its in- 
tcrcfls, or which may contribute to itB reputation^ 
by promoting the common interefts of mankind. 
It is, perhaps, owing to its being written in French^ 
that Voltaire's Treatife on Toleration has bad ib 
fuddcn and fo great an effcft on the bigotry of 
Europe, as almoll entirely to difarm it. The ge- 
neral ufe of the French language has likewije a ' 
very advantageous tffzA on the profits of the bopk^ 
felling branch of commerce, it being well known, . 
that the more copies can be fold that are ftruck 
oiFfrom one compofuion of types, the profits in? 
c:eafe in a much greater proportion than the^ do^- 
in making a greater number of pieces in any othet 
kind of manufaaure. And at prefent there, is not 
capital town in Europe without a French bpok- ^ 
feller's fhop correfponding with Paris- Our "Exf^ 
glifli bids fair to obtain the fecond place. The 
great body cf excellent printed fermons in t>itr lan- 
guage, and the freedom of our writings on political 
fubjefts, have induced a great number of divines 
of different feds and nations; as well as gentlemen ;^ 
cdncerned in public affavv^ \.o^\}i^^\x^ ^c.i>\'^>. 
JcU/i ds to read it. ' Aivd \i \i^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^tAw^^x^^ 
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thefacllrating itspMgrefs, theftudy of our tongue 
y might become much more general. Thofe who 

have employed fomepartof their lime in learning 

a new language, mufl have frequently obferved^ 
'•\ that while their acquaintance with it was imperfeft, 

d)fEcultics, fmJiH in thfemfclves, operated as great 
. ones in obftrucSing their progrcfs. A book, for 
> example, ill printed, or a pronunciation in fpeak^p. 

ing not w^cll articulated, would render a fentence 
. unint '.igiblc, which from a clear print, or a dif- 
^ tinft fpcaker, would have been immediately com- 
prehended. If, therefcre, we would have the be- 
. nefic of feeing our Ungurj^e more gene* ally kn. wn 
S' among mankind, we flioiild endeavour to remove 

all the difficulties, bovVever fmall, that difcourai^e 
k, the learning of it. But I am forry to obferve, that 

of late years, thofe difficulties, inftead of being di- 

minifhcd, have been au^memed. 

In examining the Englilli books that were print- 
r ed between t£e relloratinn and the ac eflion of 
t . George the Second, we may obferve, that all fub- 
•^ ftantives were begun with a capital, in which we 

imitated our mother tongue, the German. This 

was more particularly ufcful to thofe who were 
' -ftot w^ell acquainted with the Englifh, there being 

fuch H prodigious number of our words that are 
\ both verbs and fubftantives, and fpelc in the fame ,. 
"^'iranner, though often accented difFercndy in pro-- 

nunciari^:)n. This method has, by the fmcy of 

^ ])iinter8, of late years, been entirely laid afidc ; 

" from an idea, that fupprefjing rhc capitiiis fliews 

the charadler to greater advantage ; thofe Ltters, 
L prominent above the line, diftuibinu^ its ev=L\s.^\^- 
^gular iippt^^rance* The eiTe{\ o? x\\Vs e\\c.T>.^^i.\^^^ 
f confidcrabk, that a leara^id a\^u vvi'^ivwx.^^^ ^-^^^ 
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ufed to read our books, though not perFt^iy ac* 
qtiiiifited with our language, in convcifatiini with ' 
me on the iubjccl of our authors, att ihuted the 
^greater ol)fcurity he found in our moclLru bo .ks, 
compared with thofc written in the p^Mv .! above * 
mentioned, to chnr.pe of ft^le for the Wx;rfe in our 
wiilevs; ofuhich Miifta^^e I convinced him, by 
marking for him each I'ubftantivc with a caplf-.il, ' 
in a paragraph, which be then eafily uudeillood, 
th(;ugh before hec^u'd not comprehend it. This 
fliews the inconvenience ot that pretended im- 
provement. 

From the fame fondnefs for an un'form and even , 
appearance of charafters in the line, the piinters 
have of late alfo baniflied the italic typevS, in which 
words ot import mce to be attended to in the fcnfe 
of the fentencc, and words on which an emphafis 
fhoiild be pur in reading, ufrd to be ptinted. And 
lately anoiher fancy has induced other piinters to < 
ufe the round s indead of the long one, which 
formerly fciv. d well to didinguifh a word readily 
by its varied anprarance. Ccitainly the omitting . 
this prominent letter makes a line appear more e- 
vcn, but it r^nJtrs it lef^ immeuiately legible ; as 
llie paring of all men's nofcs au^ht fmooth and ' 
level their f;ces, but would render their phyfiog- 
n:>r.iies lefb d^flinguU'hable. Add to all thcfe im- 
proven)cnts backwatd?, another mo^em frincy, 
t'tit ^rrcy printini^ is more beautiftil th.in bhck. 
Hence the Englifii new b(;oks a;e prilled i;i fo 
dim a charr<^e:', an to I)C read with dilficulty by 
old eyes, imlefs in a very ftrong" light at)d v. ith 
j.^ooJ glafles, Wh .ever compares a vo^utijv- of the ^ 
Gentleman's Magazine/prlnted between ilieyeais 
J7jr and 1740, mih one of thgfe printed in the 
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; feft ten yeats, will be convinced of the rniich great- 
er degree of perfpicuity given by black than .^y 
the grey. Lord Ghelterfield plealantly remarkeii 
this difference to Fuu'kener, the printer oFth'e 
Dublin Journal, who wa€ vainly making encomi- 
ums on his own paper, as the mott covnplete of a- 

5. ny in the world. ** But Mr. Faulkener," fays my 
lord, *' don't you think it might be ftill farther ini- 
^' proved, by ufinp; paper and ink not quite fo neor 

i '^ of a colour." — For all thefe reafpns I cannot but 
wiili that our American printers would, in their 
editions, avoid thefe fancied improvements, and 

f thereby render their works more agiceablc-to fo- 
reigners in Europe, to the great advantage of our 
. bookfelling commerce. 

* Farther, to be more fenfible of the advantage of 
clear and diftinfl: printing, let us confidcr the af- 
fillance it affords in reading well aloud to an au- 

f ditory. In fo doing the eye generally Aides for- 
ward three or four words before the voice. If 

, the fight clearly dillinguiflies what the coming 
words are, it gives time to altei^ die modulation 
of the 'voice, to exprt-fs thetn properly. Bit if 

.- they are obfcurely printed, or difguifed bj omit- 
ting the capitals and long y's, or otherwife, the 
reader i§ apt to modulate wrong, and finding he 

■-^ has done fo, he is obliged to go back and begin 
the fcntence again ; whicli Icffens the plcafuie of 
the hearers. This leads mo to mention an older* 

•• r'.>r in our rao.:j of priati.ig. We are fenfible that 
when u queflion is met vviih in the reading, there 
k a proper variation tobe ufed in the management 
of ihc voice- "We have, therefore, a point, called 
an Intel rotation, affixed to the qudUcit\^va.v:^t^^^ 
to diftiu^^uiih' it'. But th\^ \s u\:>"l>3kxO\^ >;\'d.c^^ -^x 
Vol. IL E 
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its end, fo that the reader does not difcover ittill 
he finds ihst he has wrongly modulated his voice, 
.and is thtrefore obliged to begin again the fentence. 
To prevent this, tfce Spanifli printers, more fenfi- 
bly, place an interrogation at the beginning as well 
as at the end of the queftion." We have another 
error of the fame kind in printing plays, where 
fomething often occurs that is marked as fpokcn 
cijide. But the word ajide is placed at the end of 
the Ipeech, when it oug.ht to precede it, as a direc- 
tion to the reader, that he may govern his voice 
accordingly. The pradtice of our ladies in meet- 
ing five. or fix together, to foim little bufy parties, 
where each is employed in fome ufcful work, 
•while one reads to them, is fo commendable in 
itfelf, that it deferves the attention of authors nnd 
printers to make it as plafing as poflible, both to 
the reader and hearers* 

My befi: wifhes attend you, being, with fincere 
cfttem,. ' ' ■ , 

Sir, 
Your moft obedient and 
very humble fervant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE HIGHEST COURT OF JUDI* 
CATURE IN PENNSYLVANIA, VIZ. 

THE COURT OF THE PRESS. 

Power of ibis court. 

r may receive and promulgate accufitions of 

all kinds, againll all perfons and charafters a- 

mon:^ the citizens of the ftate, and even againft 

all inferior courts ; anJ may judge, fentcnce, and 

> condemn to infamy, not only private individuals, 

• but public l^odies, &c, with or without enquiry or 

hearing, at the court's difcretion. 

Wbofi fsvout^ or for whofe emolufnent this court is 
eJlabliJhecL 

In favour of about one citizen in five hundred, 
who, by education, or practice in fcribhling, has 
acquired a tolerable ftyle as to grammar and con- 
flrudion, fp as to bear printing ; or who is poflclV- 

- ed of a prefs ^n.d a few typ?s. This five hun« 
dredth part of the citizens have the privilege of 
accufmg and abufing the oilier four hundred and 

. ninety-nine parts at their plciifure ; or they niiiy 
hire out their pens and prefs to others, for that 
purpofe, 
♦ PraSiice of this court. 

It is not governed by any of the rules of the 
►Tcommon couits of \aw- The accufed is aDovved 
no grand jury to judge of the truth o€ \K^ ^^^\\^-;>.- 
tioa before it h publicly m^dii \ ivot \^ \^v^ ^cv^^xs^a. 
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of the acciifcr made known to him ; nor lias he an 
cppofCuniry of confronting the witnefles againil 
him, for they are kept in the dark, as in theSpa^ 
nilh court of inquifnion. Nor is there any petty 
jury of his peers fwornto try the truth of the charg- 
ers. Tiie proceedings are alfo fometimes fb rapid, 
that an honeft good citizen may find himfelf Ibd- 
dcnly and uncxpeftedly accufed, and in the fame 
morning judged and condemned, and fentence pro- 
nounced againft him that he is a rogue and a vil- 
lian. Yet if an officer of this court receives the 
flighteft check for mifconduft in this his office, he 
claims immediately the rights of a free citizen by 
the conftitution, and demands to know his accufer^ 
to confront the witneffes, and to have a fair trial 
by a jury of his peers. 

The foundation of its authority. 
It is faid to be founded onan article in the ftate 
conftitution, which eftabHflje^ the liberty of the 
preTs — a liberty which every Pennfylvanian would 
fi^ht and die for, though few of us, I believe, have. ' 
diftind; ideas of its nature and extent. It feems^. 
indeed, Tome what like the liberty of the prefs, 
that felons have, by the common law of England' 
before convidioxi; that is, to be cither prtfled to 
death or hanged. If, by the liberty of the prefs, 
were underftood merely the liberty of difcuffing 
liie propriety of public meafures and political opi- 
nions, kt us have as much of it as youpleafe; but 
if it means the liberty of affronting, calumniating,, 
an J defaming one another, I, for my p^^rt, own 
myfelf willing to part with my fhare of it, whene- 
ver our legiflators fliall pleafe to alter the law : 
and fhall cheerfully confent to exchange my liber- 
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ty of abuftng others^ for the privilege of not bciag 
abufcd myfelf. 

By whom tbi^court is commiffioned or coTi/lUuied: 
It has not any commiffion from the fupreme exe-^ 
cutive council, who might previoully judge of the 
abilities, integrity, knowledge, &c» of the perfon^ 
to be appointed to this great truft of deciding up- 
on thecharaders and good fame of the citizens : 
for this court is above that council, and may accufe, 
ju^lge, and condemn ic at pleafure. Nor is it he- 
reditary, as is the court of dernier refort in the 
peerage of England. But any man who can pro- 
cure pen, ink, and paper, with a prefs, a few types, 
ami a huge pair of blacking balls, may commiffion- 
ate himfelf, and his court is immediately eflablifli- 
ed in the plenary poffeffion and exercife of its right?, 
l^or if you make the leaft complaint of the judge's 
conduft, he daubs his blacking balU in your face 
wherever he meets you and befidcs tearing your 
private charader to fplinters, marks you out for 
the odium of the public, as an enemy to the liber- 
ty cf the prefs- 

Of the r.aturalfupport 0/ this court. 

Its fupport >s founded in the depravity of fuch- 
poinds as have rioc been, mended by reiigion, nor 
iijiprovcd by good education. 

There jiiK-a luft iu mnn no charm c^n tame 
Of loudly publifliing his neighbour's /haniu 

Hence, 

Oa eagles' wings, immoTU\, kwvvlA^ ?v^ , 
'While nrfuous acflions are bux. V>oktv ^'^'^ ^^^- 
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Whoever feels pain in hearing a good cbarader ^ 
of his neighbour, will feel a pleafurc in the reyerie. 
And of thofe who defpairing to rife to diftindioa 
by theix virtue*^, are happy if others can be deprcfl* ' 
cd to a level with themfelves, there are a number 
fuUicient in every preat town to maintain one of 
thcfc courts by iheir fubfcription. A flirewd ob» 
fervci once fuid, that in walking the ftrects of a 
flippery mo»ninf% one might fee where the good- 
natured people lived, by the afhes thrown on the 
ice before the doors : probably he would have 
formed a different conjefture of the temper of thofe , 
whom he might find engaged in fuch fubfcriptions. 

Of the checks proper to be ejlahlijlxd againjl the 
abujes of power tn thoje courts. 

Hitherto there are none. But fince fo much 
has been written and publifhed on the federal c o^.i- ^ 
Jlitution; and the neceffity of chteks, in ^11 other 
partii of good government, has been fc cleJiily ard 
learnedly explained, 1 fine' myfelf fo far • n'ii'htcr • ' 
ed r.*^ tvi fufpeft fome check may be prcj*e: in thrs 
par: alio : but I have been &t a^kfs to imagine a- . 
r.v :hat may not. be conftrned an iiifringmenc of 
xV.t lacred libe;ty of the prcls Ac length, howe- 
^c^5 I think I have found one, ih.ir, inltead of d'-- 
Tniuifliing general liberty, lh..[: augn^tntit ; whi^ h 
k-.. by rcftoring to the people a fpccies of libeity of 
which they Lave beendep:ived by oul' law, I 
mean the Lbviiy cf the ci}d.''Jl: In the rude ftate 
or lociety, p.ior to llv; cxiit-^nce cf l.'w^, if<ne 
u'.an gave ai.oti'.er ill lanf-iiaj^e, the aiffcjiited per-*^ 
1^ n n;i{-ht return it by a box on tl:c car ; and if 
yc/ eHidy by a j.oud dvuVoliv^T/, 'dwd vUls witheut 
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making fuch returns is denied, and they arepunffh- 
ed as breeches of tb^ peace, while the right of a-r 
bufing fecms to remain in full force ; the laws 
made againd it being rendered ineffedual by the 
liberty of the prefs. 

My propofal then is, to leave the liberty of the 
prefs untouched, to be ^exercifcd in its full cxttrnt, 
force, and vig.our, but to permit the liberty of the 
cudgel to go with it, pari paffu. Thus, my fellow 
citiz^eos, if an impudent writer attacks your repu- 
tation— dearer perhaps to you than your life, and 
'puts his name to the charge, you may go to hint 
as openly and break his bead. If he conceals him- 
felf behind the printer, and you can neveithelefs 
difcover who he is, you may in like manner, way- 
lay him in the nighr, attack him behind, and give 
him a good drubbing. If your adverfary hires bet- 
ter wiiters than himfelf, to abufe yoa more effec- 
tually, you may hirebrawny porters, ftronger th;in 
ycuifelf, to alfiftyou inginnghim a moreeffedual 
diubbing. Thus far j^ots my projed, as to a/r/- 
t^^r^ refentment and retribution. But if the public 
fiiould ever happipn to be afTrontcd, as it lu^ht to 
be, with the condudl of fuch writers, 1 would not 
ndvife proceeding immediately tothefe extremities, 
but that wefhould in modtratioii content ouifelves 
with tairing and leathering, and tofling tkem in a 
bluiket. 

. If, hov. ever, it fliould be thought that tliis pro- 
pjfal of n'«j)e may di:>uibthe piibLc peace, I would 
then hainbiy recoviimend to our Icgillirors to 
take up I lie confidtraiion of both liberties, that cf 
ibc pieh, and t!mt of tJie cudgel ; and by au^-s.- 
pUcit law m>ai k iheir exunl ^v\\\\\\\\\vs \ tjc^v^ -^^ >>^-^ 
imnc tiaie that they tccuxe tVw: \>^\^^^^ c^V^C^ 
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zen from aflults, they would lifcewife provide for 
the fecurity of his reputacion, 

PAPER: A P O E M. 

SOME wit of old — fuch wits of old there were— 
Whofe hints fliowM meaning, whofeallufions 
care, 
By one brave ftroke to mark all hum<in.kmjy 
CallM clear blank paper evVy infant mind ;. 
When ftill, as op'ning fenfe her dictates wrote^ 
Fair virtue put a feal, or vice a blqt. 

The thought was happy^ pertinent, and true j 
Methinks a genius might the plan purluc, . 
J, (ciin you pardon my prefuippfion? I — } 
No wit, no genius, yet for once will.try. 

Various the papers various wants •reduce, 
The wants of faflion, elegance, aijd ul'e. 
Men are as various :. and, if right Ifcan, 
Each fort i^f pap.^r rcprefcnts fomc rnan^ 

Pray note the fop — half powder and half lace— ' 
Nice, ns a band-box. were his dwel'ing place; 
lie's ihe gilt paper^ which apart you (tore, 
And Irck from vulgar^hnnds in ibe 'fcrutoire. 

Mc(hanics, fervants, farmer?, and fo forth, 
Arc ccly papet'Oi inf!r'.or v.ccth ; 
Lefb priz'd, more ofefviUToi your defk decreed, 
Free, to ail pens, and proirot at ev'ry need. 

The wretch whom av^ ict bids tf^ pinch liiidfpare,. 
Siarve^ cheat,, and pilfer^.to enrich an heir,. , 
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Is coarfc hrown paper ; fijch as pedhrs choofc 
^ To wrap up wares, which better men uiil ule. 

Take next the mifer*s contraft, who 5e(!roys 
Health, fame, and fortune, in a round of joys. 
Will any paper match him ? Yes, thro'out, 
H* s a tn\c Jinking paper, part, all doubt. 

f The retSl politician's anxbus thought 

Deems //J^/V fide always right, and that flark nought; 

He foams wiih cenfure; with applaufe he raves— 
• A dupe to rumours, and a tool of knaves ; 

He'll want to type his weakncfs to proclaim^. 

While fuch a thing ?ls foals-cap has a name. 

The hafly gentleman, whofe blood runs high. 

Who picks a quarrel if you ftep awry, 
. Who can't a jeft, or hint, or look endure : 

What's he ? What i ^fouch-paper to be fure. 

What are our pcrets^ take them as they fall, 
^ Good, bad, rich, poor, much read, not read at all;,^ 
Them and their works in the fame clafs you'll findj 
They are the mere wajle-paper of mankind. 

Obferve the maiden, innocently fweet. 
She's fair white-papery ^n unfuUied (heet ; 
- On which the happy man whom fate ordains^ 
May write liis^name, and take her for his pains. 

One inftance more, and only one I'll bring ; 
" * T is the great man who feorns a little thing, 
Whofe thoughts, whofe deeds, whofe njaxims are 

his own, 
Form'd on the feelings of his heart alone: . 
True genuine royaUpaper is his bread ; 
Of all the kinds moft precious, pureft, heft. 
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ON THE ART OF SWIMMING. 



In a?ifwcr to/vme inquiries of M. Duhourg * on the fob'* 

I AM ^npprelicnfive that I fliall nciflfbc able to 
find leifnre for making all thedifquifitions and 
experiments wliich would be defirablc on this fub- 
j^ft. I mull, therefore, content myfelf with a few 
remarks. 

The fpcciiic gravity of fomc human bodies, in 
comparifon to that of water, has been examined 
by M. Robinfon, in our Philofophical Tranfadtions, 
volume 5c, page 30, for the year 1757. He af- 
ferts, that fat peifons with iimall bones float moll 
eaiily upon water. 

The diving bell is accuratel]^ defcribed in our 
Tranfadions. 

When I was a boy, I made two oval pallets^ 
each about ten inches long, and fix broad, with a^ 
hole or the thumb, in order to retain it fall ia 
the pa'm of my hand. Tiiey much refcmble a 
painter's pallets. In fwrnimiiii?; T pulhed the edges- 
of thefe forward, and I llruck the water with their 
flacfurfiiccs as I drew them hack. I remember I ^ 
fwam fafler by means cf iheic pallets, but they fa- 
tigued my wriils. — I alio fitted to the foles of my 
i^t\ a kind of frin.l Is; but 1 was notiatisfiod with 
tliem, beca ;fc I oblci vcd that the ftrokc is parcly 
given wit.a the infidc of ihe feet and the ancles, 
and not ciitirely with the foles of the feet. 
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We have here waiftcoats for fwimming, which 
are made of double Aiil-clotb, with fmall pieces of 
cork quilted in between thein. ■ 

I know nothing of \ht fcaphandre of M. de la 
Chnppelle. 

I know by experience that it is a great comfort 
to a fwiminf r, who has a confiderable diflance to 
go, to turn himfelf fometimes on his back, and to 
\'ary in other refpeds the means of procuring a 
progreffive motion. 

When he is feized with the cramp in the leg, the 
method of driving it away is to give to the parts 
affefted a fudden, vigorous, and violent fhock ; 
which he may do in the air as hefwims on his back. 

Daring the great heats of fummer there is no 
danger in bathing, however warm we may be, in 
rivers which have been thoroughly warmed by the 
fun. But to throw onefelf into cold fpring water, 
whfen the body has been heated by exercifein the 
fun, is an imprudence which may prove fatal. I 
once knew an inftance of four young men, who, 
having worked at harvefl in the heat of the day, 
with a view of refrefhingthcmfelves. plunged into 
a fpring of cold water : two died upon the fpot, a 
third the next morning, and the fourth recovered 
wiih great difEculty, A copious draught of cold 
water, infimilarcircumftances, is frequently attend- 
ed with the fame eSt^a: in North America, 

The exercife of fwimming is one of the mod 
healthy and agi'eeable in the worJd. After having 
|wAm-foran hour or two in the evening, one flc-eps 
coolly the whole night, even during ihe mc/tl ar- 
dent heat of fummer. PcvVva\^^ v\\<i '^jo\*^^\^ivev'^ 
clcanCtdy ih^ infenfible peT\pvv^.C\o^x vcvcv^-^.^'^'^ '^^' 
^jccirions this cooliicls. .-li \^ c^\vcav\ O-^*^"^ "^^^^ 
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v^^;.'. .*:-jb-.L::k r^fcx cv'rv iir.r;: n\\nd ; 

F. r ■• -^.- rj.: a .=^1, or \:^e a b- .:- 

J.\\r ;.i w^:.: ;\ms hir-^v, rm:z:n:. and tnw 

1 ■• \ ■-;• •^i w'l"**"* p'v "--- ' »>■ •■»#-i - -. - y«^^ 
N.* •■ ::. n* ^i:::u>, v=: xcr or.ce i.i.l try, 

?.!;:: ,.. r .15 '. ".rio;:-: : ;:u\, :{ :i\ht I f.an, 
K.\:!i t r: -^'f/.-j^ r r^prefcnts Tome .v.v/.w 

1\V;\ ::o'e:h^t'op — i^ilf poivde* anJ halflace- 
N v:', s ;: b..i-J-b X wer^ ii:> dwel iri^ pLcc ; 
IL V ):: ;:/// /j/v", u.I»'-/h ai'i-.r: y. ii iLvc, 

Art: .-. • V .iijier of ir.t' r or v. :r:h ; 

!.:> ;':u.'J, more oleS:;,!:.. yi i:r dti'k decreed, 
IV.t :.^ :.l p<.i]S, and nro.r : ar ev'rv r.csO. 

i : V vT^icijwIiom.'v'; cc bij^t-pinch luAiipari 
>..iU'Nv, thv.\.t, a:]d pilieFj to e::ric:i an h:;irj. 
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ON THE ART OF SWIMMING. 



In a?ifu'cr to fothe inquiries of AL Duhourg * on the fiih" 

I AM 'npprcbcnfive that T fliall nc^be able to 
find leifiire for making all thedifquifitions and 
experiments wliich would be delirablc on this fub- 
j^d. I nnill, therefore, concent myfeif with a few 
remarks. 

The fpcciiic gravity of fomc human bodies, in 
comparifon to that of water, has been examined 
by M. Robinfon, in our Philofophical Tranfadlions, 
volume 5C5 page 30, for the year 1757. ^^ ^^" 
ferts, that fat peifons with £a^all bones float moil 
eaiiiy upon water* 

The diving bell is accuratcl]^ defcribed in our 
Tranfadions, 

When I was a boy, I made two oval pallets^ 
each about ten inches long, and fix broad, with a, 
hole or the thumb, in order to retain it fad in 
the pa'm of my hand. Tiiey much refcmble a 
pamter's pallets. In fwimmir.i': T pufhed the edges* 
of thefe forward, and I Itnick the water with their 
flat furfaccs as I drew them back. I rcmejnber I ^ 
fwam fafler by means cf ihelc pallets, but they fa- 
ti;^iied my wriils. — I alfo fitted to the foles of my 
f.^'et a kind of frin.l Is; but I was notiatisficd with 
thc»m, beca ;fe 1 obfecvcd that the ftrokc is pardy 
given witn the infidc of the feet and the ancles, 
and not c:u rely with the foles of the feet. 

* Tranflatox oT Dr. Franklin's works into Freiqh; 
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We have here vvaiftcoats for fwimming, which 
are made of double fail-clotb, with fmall pieces of 
cork quilted in between thetn. ; 

I know nothing of xht fcaphandre of M. de la 

' Chnppelle, 

1 know by experience that it is a great comfort 
to a fvvimtupr, who has a confiderable diflance to 
go, to turn himfelf fometimes on his back, and to 
\'ary in other refpeds the means of procuring a 
progreflive motion. 

When he is feized with the cramp in the leg, the 
niethod of driving it away is to give to the parts 

. afFefted a fudden, vigorous, and violent ihock ; 
which he may do in the air as hefwims on his back. 
Daring the great heats of fummer there is no 
danger in bathing, however warm we may be, in 
rivers which have been thoroughly warmed by the 
fun. But to throw onefelf into cold fpring water, 

- whtn, the body has bsen heated by exercifein the 
fun, is an imprudence which may prove faial. I 
once knew an inftance of four young men, who, 
having worked at harveft in the heat of the day, 
with a view of refrefhing themfelves plunged into 
a fpring of cold water : two died upon the fpot, a 
third the next morning, and the fourth recovered 
with great difficulty. A copious draught of cold 
water, infimilarcircumftances, is frequently attend- 
ed with the fame cffeft in North America, 

The exercife of fwimming is one of the mod 
healthy and agreeable in the worJd. After having 
|wAm for an hour or two in the evening, ORe fl;*eps 
coolly the whole night, even during ihe niolt ar- 

^ dent heat of fummer. Perhaps the poics being 
clciinRd, thi infenfible peripiiaiion incicafe^ ^sNi. 

. pcc^Jions this coolncls..-li \^ c^a'cC\\\ \>.v^^. ^^^"^^ 
/ 
/ 
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fwiaiming is the means of (lopping a diarrhcca, , 
and even of producing a conftipation. With rc- 
fpcct to thofc vviio do not know how to fwim, or 
who are affiifted with a diarrhcea at a fcafon which 
does not permit them to ufe that exercife, a warm 
bath, by ckanling and purifying the fldn, is found 
very falntary, and often effedts a radical cure. I 
fpcak from my own experience, frequently repeat- 
ed, and that of others to whom 1 have recom- 
mended this. 

You will not be difpleafed if I conclude thefe 
hafty remarks by informing you, that as the ordi- 
nary method of fwimming is reduced to the ack ' 
of rowiiig with the arms and legs, and is confe- 
yucntly a laborious and fatiguing operation when 
the fpace of water to be eroded is confidcrablej ' 
there is a method in which a fvvimmer may pafs 
to great dirtances wi:h mu:h facilicy by means of 
a fail.; This difcovery I fortunately made by ac- 
cident, and in the following manner : 

When I was a boy I araufed myfv^lt one day with 
flying a 'paper kite ; and approaching the bank 
of a pond, which was near a mile broad, I tied ther 
flrin;; to a ftake, and the kite afcended to a ver/ . 
coafiderable height above the pond, while I was 
fwinuning. In a little tjme, bting defirous of a- 
mufing myftlf with my kite, and enjoying at che , 
fame liine the p^e:tfure of fwiaiining, I ictiuncd ■; 
and loofing from the ftak^ :he (liiag with ihe little 
flick which w-^s i'aftcned to it, wentagi^.in iuto the ' 
water, whdie 1 found, that, lying on iny bfick,- 
nnd holding the flick in my hands, I wus driiwh " 
'al)ng the finface of the warer in a very i;^rce:iblc')' 
nr^nner,. Having then engaged- another h?>y £r)] 
Ciury my ciothtii round ihu-^oud to ^ ^UfefeAV^Aif^ V - 
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I pointed out to him on the other fide, I began to 
crcfs the pond with my kite, which carried niC. 
quite over without the lead ftitigue, and with 
the greateft pleafure imaginable. I was only o-* 
bliged occafionally to halt a little in my courfe, 
and refill its progrefs, when it'^appeared that, by 
following too quick, I lowered the kite too much ; 
by doing which occafionally I made it rife again. 
I have never fince that time pradtifed this Angu- 
lar mode of fwimming, though I think it not im- 
poffible to crofs in this manner from Dover to Ca- 
lais. The packet-boat, however^ is dill preferable* 



NEW MOPE OF BATHING. 

EXTRACTS or LETTERS TO M. DUBOUSLO. 



I 



London, July i8^ 1768* 

GREATLY approve the ippithet you givp, in 
_ your letter of the 8 th of June, to the new me- 
thod of trearingj^ the fmall-pox, which you call 
the tonic ot bracing method ; I will take occafion, 
from it, to mention a praftice to which I have ac- 
' cuftomed myfelf. You know the cold bath has 
- long been in vogue here as a tonic : but the fliocfc 
. of the cold water has always appeared to me, ge- 
nerally fpcaking, as too violent j and I have found . 
it much more agre-eable to my conftitution to bathe 
I irj another element, I mean cold air. With this 
f view I rife early almoft every momlua^'^SL^^'vQ^ 
Vol. IL . F 
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my chamber without any clorhes whatever^ half an 
hour or an hour, according to the fealon, either 
reading or writing. This practice is not in rhe 
lead painful, but, on ihe contrary, agreeable ; and 
if 1 return to bed afterwards, before I drefs my- 
felf, as fometimes happens, I make a fupplement 
to my ni^^ht's reft of one or two hours of the moft 
ple^fing ileep'that can be imagined. I find no ill 
confcqucnces whatever refulting from it, and that 
at leaft it does not injure my health, if it does not 
iti faft contribute mutrh to its prefervation. I fhall 
therefore call it for the future a bracing or tonic 
bath* 

March lo, i"73« 

I fliall nt)t attempt to explain why damp clothes 
occafion colds, rather than wet ones, becaufc*! 
doubt the faft : I imagine that neither the one 
nor the other contribute to this effect, and that the 
caufes of colds ai-e totally independent of wet and 
even of cold. I propofe writing a (hort paper ori 
this fubjeft, the firfl: leifure moment I have at my 
difpofal. In the mean time I can only lay, that 
having fome fufpicions that the common notion^ 
■which attributes to cold the property of flopping 
the pores and obrtrudting perfpiration, w^as' ill- 
founded, 1 engaged a young phyfician, wlio is niafc 
ing fome experiments with Sanftorius's balance, 
to eftimate the diflferent proportions of his perfpi- 
yation, when remaining one hour quite naked, and 
another warmly clothed. He purfued the expe- 
riment in this alternate manner for eighf hours, 
fucceflively, and found his perfpiration almoftdoU' 
ble during thofe hours in which he was naked. 
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OBSERVATIONS OK 
THE GENERALLY PREVAILINQ DOC- 
TRINES OF LIFE AND DEATH. 



TO THE SAME. 



YOUR obfcrvaticns on the caufes of death, 
and the expenniems which .you propufe for 
rcciilliag to life tliofe who appe;ir to be ki'led by 
lightning, dcmonftrate equally your fagacity and 
humanity. It appeais that the dcftrines of life and 
death, in general, are yet but little underflood. 

A toad, buried in fand, will live, it is faid, un- 
ui the fand becomes pctriiied ; and then, being 
mclofed in the ftone, it may ilill live for we knavy 
not ho\V many ages. The fads which are ajbed in 
fupport of this opinion, are too numerous and toci 
fcircumftjjntial n; t to defcive a certain degree o£ 
credit. As we arc accullomed to fee all rhiJ ani- 
mals with which we are acquainted eat and drink, 
rtr appears to us difTijuk to conceive how a totid 
tan be fuppor»ed iu fuc'i a dungeon. But if we 
refleftj ih.u the ntceflity of nouriflimcnt, which 
' animals experience in their ordinaiy (late, proceed* 
from the CintinuulVafte of their fubftance by ptr- 
fpiration : it will appear lefs incredible thjtt lomc 
animals in a torpid date, perfpiring lefs feecaufe 
they uf6 no cxercife, ihould have lefs need of all- 
merit ; and that othcis^, which are .covered wiih 
fcale's or (hells, which (lop p^rfpiiation, fvich as 
land and fea' turtles, ferp^nts. and foipe fpecies of 
filh, flioul'd be able to fiibfill a confideti^^Xft. \lvxi^ 
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wlthautany nourifhmcnt whatlp^cr, A plant, wftb 
its flowers^ fades and dies immediately, if exjiofed 
To the air wrthoiic having its roots rmmerfed in a 
humid foil, from which it may draw a fufficfefit 
quantity of moillure, to fupply that which exhales 
from its fubftance, and is carried off ccfhtinn iKy 
by the air. Perhaps, however, if it were buried 
in quickfilver, it mii;ht prcferve, for aconfiderable 
ffiTLC^ of time, its vegetable life, its fcnell and co- 
lour. If this be the cafe, it might prove a com- 
modious method of tranfporting from diftanc coun- 
tries thofe delicate plants which are unable to fuf- 
tain the inclemency of the weather at fca, and 
which reqjiro piirticular care and attention. 

I have feen an inftance of common flics preferv- 
cd in a manner lomcwhat fnnilar. I'hey had been 
drowned in M::dcira wine, apparently about im 
time wlien it was bottled in Virginia, to be fent 
to Loiidon. At the opening of oi>c of the boitfcs, 
at the houfe of *a friend where I was, three drown- 
ed flics fell into the fin'l glafs which was filled. 
Having heard it remarked that drowned flies w re 
capable (»f bein:^ revived by the rays of the fun, 
I propofed making ihe experiment upijn thcfe. 
Thc?y wore therefore expofed to the fun, upon a 
fjcve, which had been employed to (Iraiii them. 
out of the wine. In lefs i:»an three hoars two of 
them began by degrees to recover life.. They 
commenced by foiwe convulfive motions in the 
thighs, and at length they raifed themfelves iipori 
their legs, wiped iheir eyes with their fore feet, 
beat and bruflied their wings with their hind feet, 
and foon after began to fly, finding themfeh ei in 
Old England, without knowing how they , came 
thither* The third continued hfelcft until funfet, 
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when, lofing all hopes of him^ he was thrown a- 
jvay, . 

I wifli it were pofTible, from this in (lance, to 
invent a method' of cmbalruing drowned pcrfons^ 
in fuch a manner that 'they might be recalled tQ 
life at any peripd, however diftant ; for having a 
very ardent deifire to fee and obferve. the ftate of 
Ara-crica an hundred years hence, I ihould prefef 
to an ordinary death, the being iiiiinerfed in ^, 
calk of Madeira wine, with a few friends, until 
that time, then to be recalled to life by the folar 
warmth of my dear country. But, fince, in all 
probability, we live in an age too early,* and too 
near the infancy of fciencc, to fee fuch an art 
brought in.our time to its perfeftion, I muft^ for 
Ihe prefent, content myfelf with the treat, which 
you aje fo kind as to promife me, of the refurrec- 
tion of a/owl or a turk-jy-cock* . 



=**^**' 



Precautions to be u/ed by tlr^fe who are about to> 
undtrUikv (I Sea Vo)f age. 

WHEN you intend to take a long voyage^ 
nothing is better than to kqep it a fecret 
till the moment of your departure. Without this^ 
you will be contiuually interrivpted and tormented 
by vifitsfrom friends and acquaintances, who noc 
only (nake you lofe your valuable time, but make 
Jloi^^'^gec a thoufand things which you wifh to 
inl k'bsr J fo thai when you arc tvxvhvkvW:^^ -j^sifit 
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fairly at fija, you recolleft, with much uneafinefr, "• 
affairs which you have not terminated, accounts 
which you have not fettled, and a number of things, 
which you propofed to carry with you, and which ' 
you find the want of every moment. Would it 
hot be attended with the beft confequenccs, to re- 
form fuch a cuftom^ and fuffer a traveller, with- 
out deranging him,, to make his preparations ia 
quictnefs, to let apiit a few day?, when thefe are 
finiflifd, to take leave of his friends, and to re- 
ceive their good wifhes for his h:^ppy return ? 

It is not always in one's power tcchoofe a cap-. , 
tain ; though great part of the pleafure and happi* 
ncfs of the pafihge depends upon this choice, and 
tho' one muft for a time be confined to his com- ..-, 
pany, and be in fome meafure under his com- * 
hjand. If he is a focial fcnfible man, obliging, an^ .' 
of a good difpofition, you will be fo muchtKfei 
happier. One fometinies meets with people of this . 
defcripiipn, but they are not common ; however, 
if yours be not of this nurnlKr, if he be a good 
feaman, attentiv^c, careful, and active in the ma-, 
nagcment of his vcBcl, you nmy difpen-fe with the 
rell, for tliefe are the raoft efieniial qualities. 

Whatever right you may have, by your agrec^ 
ment with him, to the provifu.r.vS hv. has taken on 
fcoard for the tife of the paflengcrs, n is always pro- 
per to have fome private ftore, which you may make 

\ife of occufionally. Y(iU, ought, therefore, to p: o^ 
vide good water, that of the (hip being often bad ; 
l)ut you muft pat it into bottles, without which 
vou cannot exped to preferve it fweet. Y»>n r 
alfo to carry with you good tea, ground Cjf^ 
chncohte, wine of the fort you like birft, cj.^* 

dried rnifms^ almonds, $ugaT, C1^5'\\\a:\Wv ^^^^^ 
Juni^ eggs dipped in qU, \)OTU\Vie liw^.Xii^^^^ 
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bated. With regard to pourtry, it is almoft ufeleft 
to carry any with you, unlefs you .refolve to un- 
dertake the office of feeding and fattening them 
yourfelf. With the little care which is taken of 
them on board fhip, they are almoft all fickly, and 
their flefli is as tough as leather* 

All failors entertain an opinion, which has un- 
doubtedly originated formerly from a want of wa- 
ter, and when k has been found neceflary to be 
fparing of it, that poultry'never know when they 
)iavc drank enough ; and that when water is given 
them at difcretion, they generally kill themfelves 
by drinking beyond mearfure. In confequence of 
thid opinion, they ^ve them watcir only once in 
two d'.iys, and even then in fmall quantities : but 
as they pour this water into troughs inclining on 
^ne iide, which occaiions it to run to the lover 
'T^art, it thence happens that they are obliged to 
^mount one upon the back of another in order to 
reach it ; and there .are fome which cannot even 
dip their beaks in it. Thus continually tantaliz- 
ed and tormented by thirft, they are unaljle to 
digeft their food, which i« very dry, and they fooa 
full lick ^nd die. Some of th>sm arc found tht3S 
every morning, and are thrown into the fea; whillt 
thoie which are killed for the table arc fcarccly fit 
to be earen. Ta remedy this inconvenience, it 
will be neceflary to divide their troughs into faiall 
compartments, inllich a manner that each of tlvsm 
may be capable of containing waterj but this is 
feldom or never done. On this accou^bt, llieep and 
hogs are to be considered as the bcft frclh provi- 
, ilon that one can have at fca ; mutton there being 
in gc:>cral very good, and york ^^«\\^\\V^ 

ir iTsay happen thajc foiue oivVv't ^\qn\^^^^ "^^ 
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(lores which I hnve recommended may become al* 
mod uf^'ieis, by the care which the captain has ta- 
ken to lay in a proper (lock ; but in fiich a cafe 
you m.iy difpof* df it to relieve the poor paflfen- 
gers, who, paymglefs for their paflage, are (lowed 
among the common failors, and have no right to 
the captain's provifions, except fuch parr of them 
as is ufed for feeding the crew. Thefe paflengera 
are fometimes (ick, melancholy, and dejedled; and 
there are often wcmcn aad children among them, 
neither of wh')m have any opportunity of procur- 
ing thofe things vphich 1 have raenrioncd, and of 
which, perhaps, they have the greateft need. By 
diftributing among them a part of your fuperiiui- 
ty, you may be of the greateft afliftance to them. 
You may reftore their health, fave their lives, and 
in fliort reader them happy; which always affords. 
the livelieft fenfaticm to a feeling mind. 

The moll dii'agreeable ihing at fea is the cooke- 
ry; for there is nor, properly fpeaking, any pro- 
ftifed cook on board. 7'he worft tailor is generaUy 
chofen for thut purpofe, who for the moft part is. 
equally dirty, f^ence comes the proverb ulid a- 
mong the En^liili failors, that God/ends meaty and 
tht Devil fends cooks. Tiiofe, how^ever, who have ^ 
better opinion cf Providence, will think otherwifc-- 
Knowing that fca air, and the exercilc or motion 
which they receive from the rolling of the Ihip^ 
liave a \vondeiful eflfeft in whetting the appetite,: 
they will fay that Providence has given failors bad- 
cooks to prevent them from eating too much ; or 
thit knov^ingthey wouW have bad caoks>. he has^ 
piven them a good appetite to prevent them from 
djing with hunger. However, if* you hav& no 
conscience in theCe laccovas o£ ^twvX^uwviJ^x^ 
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may yourfclf, with a lamp and boiler, by the help 
of a little fpirits of wine, prepare fome food, fuch 
as foup, halh, &c. A fmall oven, made of tin- 
plate, is not a bad pkce of furniture : yourfervant 
may roafl in it a piece of mutton or pork. If you 
are ever tempted to eat fait beef, vihich is oftea 
very good, you will find that cyder is the beft li- 
quor to quench the ihiril generally caufed by fait 
meat or fait fifh. Sea-bifcuit, which is too hard 
for the teeth of fome people, may be foftened by 
lleeping it ; but bread double baked is the beft, for 
being made of good loat'-bread eiit into flices, and 
baked a fecond time, it readily imbibes water, be^ 
comes foft, and is eafily drgefted ; it confequently 
forms excellent nourifhmenr, much fuperior to 
that of bifcuit, which h^s not been fermented. 

I muft here obferve, th«it this double-baked brca<J 
was originally the real bifcuit prepared to keep at 
fea ; for the word bijcuit, in French, fignifies twice 
baked *. Peafe often boil badly, and do not be- 
come foft ; in fuch a cafe, by putting a two-pound 
fliot into the kettle, the rolliug of the veflcl, by 
meAns of this bullet, will convert the peafe into a 
kind of porridge, like mullavd. 

Having often feen foup, when put upon the ta- 
ble at fea in broad flat difhes, thrown out on eve- 
ry fide by the rolling of the vefTel, I have wiflied 
that our tinmen would make our foup-bafons with*, 
divifions or compartments, forming fmall plates^ 
proper for containing foup for one peifon only.^ 
By this difpofition, the foup, in an extraordin" *' 
roll, would not be thiown out of the pla' ' 
would not fall into the breads of thofe 

» i 
* It is chiived from hU agafeU^gil 
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at table, and fcald iliem. Having entertainec 
with tlicfc things of little importance, perini 
now to conclude with fome general reflexion 
on navigation. 

When navi,5ation is employed only for 1 
porting nee {T.iry provifioivs from one cou 
where they abound, to another where the) 
\vanting; v»'hcn by this it p^^events famines, ^^ 
were ib frequent and fo f.ital before it w^s iir 
ed and became fo common ; we cannot help c 
dering it as one of thofe arta which contr 
itooft to the happineCs of mankind. But wh 
is employed to tranfpoit things of no utilitj 
articles merely of luxury, it is then uncertain 
ther the advantages refulting from, it are fufE 
to counterbalance the misfortunes it occafion 
expofing the lives of fo many individuals upo 
Tail ocean. And when it is ufed to plunder v 
and tranfjport ffavcs, it isevidently only the d 
ful means of incrcafing thofe calamities whic 
ffifl; hiimun nature. 

One is aftonilhed "to thiiik on the numb 
vcUels and men who are daily c'xpofed in goi 
bring tea from China\ coffee from Arabia, an 
gar and tobacco from A merica ; all commo« 
which our anccflors lived very well without, 
fugar-trade employs nearly a thoufand vcflels ; 
that of tobacco almoll the fame number, 
regard to the utility of tobacco, little can be 
■!jnd, with regard to fugar, how much more : 
they ,,,j would it be to facrifice the momei 
cooks to ^hich we receive from drinking it 
tn.it knowL.^jjy -^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ encourage 
piven them ^r^el^;ies that are continually cxei 
dymg w^ith^Vocure it us i 
conndeacc ur 



— ^ 



XSSATS. 69. 

A celebrated French moralift faid, that when he 
corifide'red the wars which we foment in Africa to 
get negroes, the great number who of courfc pe- 
rifli in thefe wars; the multitude of thofe wretches 
who die in their paflage, *by diftafc, bad air, and 
bad provifions ; and laftly, how many peufh by, 
the cruel treatment they meet with in a ftate of 
flavery ; when he fa\y a bit of fugar, he could not 
help imagining it to be covered with fpots of hu-. 
man blood. But, had he added to thefe confidera- 
tions the wars which we carry on one againft ano- 
tlier, to take and retake the illands that produce, 
this commodity, he would not have feen the fugar 
ftm^y /potted with blood, he would have beheld 
it entirely tinged with it. 

Thefe wars make the maritime powers of Eu- 
rope, and the inhabitants of Paris and London, pay 
much dearer for their fugar than thofc of Vienna, 
though they are almoil three hundred leagues dif- 
tant from the fea. A pound of fugar, indeed, cofb * 
the former not only the price which they give for 
it, but aifo what they pay in taxes, neceflary ta 
fupport thofe fleets^and armies which ferve to de-. 
fend and protedt the countries that produce it^ 
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ON LUXURY, IDLENESS, AND 

INJWJSTRr.^ : • • 

From a Letter to Benjamin Vaugban^ ^/i-^ "^^^^ 
in 1784. 

IT is wonderful how prcpoftcroufly the aflfi 
of this world are managed. Naturally ( 
would imagine that the intereft of a few individi 
fliould give way to general intereft ; but indivit 
als manage their affairs with fo much more ap; 
cation, induftry, and addrefs, than the public 
theirs, that general intereft moft commonly gi 
way to particular. We aflemble parliaments i 
councils, to have the benefit of their collefted \ 
dom; but we neceffarily have, at the fame tii 
the inconvenience of their colleded paffions, j 
judiccs, and private interefts. " By the help of th< 
artful men overpower their wifdom, and dupe 
poffeffors ; and if we may judge by the ads, 
rets, and edifts, all the world over, for regulat 
commerce, an affembly of great men is the gn 
eft fool upon earth. 

I have not yet, indeed, thought of a remedy 
luxury, I am not fure that in a great ftate i 
capable of a remedy ; nor that the evil is in it 
always fo great as it is reprefented. Suppofe 
ii^ludc in the definition of luxury all unncccff 
expence^ and then let us confider whether kwj 

* Prcfent member of parliament foe the borotigi 
Calne, in Wilt(hirc, between whom and our author S 
fuhOIted M very doTe fricadftiip* 
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prevent fuch expence are poffible to be executed 
a great country, and whether, if they could be c 
ecutcci, dur people generally would be happier^ < 
even richer. Is not the hope of being one day ab 
to nui'diafe and enjoy luxuries, a great fjmrtoh 
hour and indufti^? May not luxury thc^rcfoie pro 
ducemore than itconlumes, if, withe ut fuch afpur 
people would be, as they are naturally enough in- 
clined to be, lazy and indolent ? To this purpofc 1 
remember a circumltance. The ficipper of a Ibal- 
lop, employed between Cape-May and Philadel- 
phia, had done us fome fmall fei vices, for which 
he refufed to be p^ud. My wife underftanding 
that he had a daughter, fenf her a prefcnt of a new- 
failiioned cap. Three years after, this Ikippvr be- 
ing at my houfe with an old farmer of Cape-May, 
his paficngcr, he mentioned the cap, and how 
n-iucu Ills uaughter had been plcafed with it, " But 
(hiidhc^it proved a dear cap co our congregation." 
— ** H.w fo ?'* — '* When my daugliter aj^ipcaied. 
with it at meeting, it was fo much admiicu, that 
all the girls jdulvtd to get fuch cap frcm Phila- 
delphia J and my vvlTe and I computed that the 
v/iiole could not have coft kfb than a hundred 
p -UikIs'^ — '•• True, (fuid the farmer) but y: u do 
notiell all the fiory. 1 think the c:ip was ne^'ethe- 
Icfs an advanl?.ge lo us; for ic was the fiiit thing 
that put our girls upon knitting woifted mirttnsfor 
fciJc at rh*h\dcl|)bii!, that they might have where- 
withal to buy cap,s and ribbons there ; and yon 
kuovv tl-ac. inLiviilry b^is continued, and is likely 
to to;;i:iu-- aiid increafcr to a much greater VcJue, 
nJ Liifutr . ujucIi belter pu^pofts" — Upon the 
huU', I \v'i:s moi^e reconciled to this Uttfe ^\^^n. ^*v 
IX ::v. jii.cc not only the ^ixte sNt^^ te\'d.<Ji.^ V-^^ 
V^L. 11. G 
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pier by having fine caps, but the Philaddphiaos 
by the fupj/iy ot wnrm mitrens. 

In our commercial towns upon the fea-coaft, 
fortunes will occcifionally be made. Some of thofe 
who grow rich will be prudent, live within bounds, 
and piel'crve what they have gained for their pofte- 
riiy : others fond of (hewing thtir wealth, will be 
extravagant, and rijin themfelves. Laws cannot 
prevent this : and perhaps it is not always an evil to 
the public. A fhilling fpent idly by a fool, may be 
picked up by a wifer psrfon, who knows better 
what to do with it. It istherefore not loft. A vain^ 
filly fellow builds a fine houfe, fumifhes ic richly, 
lives in it expeniively, and in a few years ruins 
himfclf: but the mafcns, carpenters, fmithsjand o- 
ther hoiieil tradcfrncn, have been by hii employ 
affifted in maintaining and raiting their familits ; 
the farmer hai been paiu f..r his labour^ and en- 
couraged, and the c(l:.re' is now in better hands. — 
In fome cafes, indeed, certain modes of luxury may 
be a public evil, in the m inner as it is a privj^te 
one. If there, be a nation, h;r inflancetbatcxpocris 
its beef 'and ii;:cn, to pay tov tlie impcrration of 
claret and porier, while :i great j)Hrt cf its people 
live upon potatoes, liuI wear no fliirts; v\hcr<.in 
does it: dil»l:r from the fot wiio leto his lamily 
ftarvc, and fells Jus cU.arhcs to i)iiy diink ? (Xur 
American ccir.njerce is, 1 c >it:' •.;, a little; in this 
\vay. We fell our viclualrs to t!:e illands for rum 
and fugar ; the fubitancivii necelikiieji of hfe for 
' fuperfluiiies. But v\e have pUi.ty, and live. well 
neverthelcfs, though, by bving ibi>erc.r, we might 
be richer. , , . 

The vaft quantity of foreft land vve have jr^t .to 
clear, and put in order for cultivation, wUl-^Qr a 
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long time keep the body of our nation laborious 
unci frugal. Forming an opinion of our people 
aiid their manners, by what is fe^n among the in- 
habitants of the fea-ports, is judging from an im- 
p.oper fample. The people of the trading towns 
may be rich and luxurious, while the country pof- 
ftriies all the virtues that tend to promote happincfs 
and public profpe ity. Thofe towns are not much 
regarded by the country ; they are hardly confi- 
dered as an eflcntial part of the dates ; and the 
experience of the kill war has Jlicwn, thtit their 
bemgin thepoflcllion of the enemy did not necef- 
farily draw on the fubjeclion of tiie country, which 
bravely coniinued to maintain its freedom and in* 
dependence notwithflanding. 

It has been computed by fome political arithme- 
tician, fhat if every man and woman would work 
for four hours each day on fomething ufeful, that 
labour would pre duce fiifBcient to procure all the 
neceffaries and comforts of life ; want and mifery 
would be baniflied out of the world, and the reit 
of the twenty-four hours might be Icifure and plea- 
fure. 

What occafions then lb much x^^'ant and mifery ? 
It is the employment of men and women in works 
that produce neither the neceffii inb or conveniences 
of life, who, with thole who do notLing, confume 
neceflaries raifeJ by the laborious* To expUiii 
this : 

The firfl: elements of wealth are obtained by la- 
boup, from the earth and waters. I have land, and 
rail'e corn. With this, if I feed a family that does 
nothing my corn will be confumed, and at the end 
of the year I iTiall be no richer than I ^^.'^ 'jx\>cs.^ 
begiiiliin^. But if, while liee^ xVtitcvA «?v^^^ 

G a 
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them, r^me in fpmning, othci's in making h^l^ 
S^^- for builJini;^ tl-.e value of my coii: will hi\ ^ 
rclUJ and rcmrtin with me, and at the end of ^ :it 
year ivc ir.ay be-all better clashed and berter ht^u|;- 
cd. And j^ infb^ad (^f cmpl-jin.:; u mun I fee tit in 
makin:; br;t!vs, 1 enipU.y him in fu'diinR fnr rlje, 
th; cm lie tats h j^fincj and no jart of his manu* 
r';x"iu: L' renir.:n"5 to a ii Lament tho wealth and conve- 
iJr.*nvc cf t'^e fi;niilv ; 1 fliall [hcrtfore be the poor- 
er fcr this liJdlini^ m.m, imlcfs [he rttl of my fa- 
ini y woik more, or eat kfs, to make up the titfi- 
cicrxy he occaiior.s. 

Look round the world, and fee the millions em- 
ployed in doing nothing, or in fomething that 
am unrs to nothing, when the neceffaries and con- 
ven cnces of life are in queftion. What is the' 
buik of commerce, for -^^'hich we fight and dcftroy 
t':ich other, but the toil of millions for fuperfluities,. 
to the grjac Imzard and lofs of many lives, by the 
rf)i:{ti!*t d:ingcrs uf thefea? How much labour is 
f;:t!:i: in buiKiinfT and fitjir.g great fliips, to ^o to 
*Jii;ui a!id Ariibiii for tea aiid coffee, to the Weft- 
l^^iic.^ ior fir^a:', to A-Vicrica f(>r tnbacco? Tbefe 
tl.in-; ciinn^^t bv; c.iiled the neceffaries of life, for 
GUV ai.Cvltors lived Vf-ry C'Mr.fonably wiihouf them. 

A ^UL'flijM i\\\\y be aflxcd ; Could all thefe peo- 
}/le r.OvV cinplcjj'td in riiiling, niidang, or carrying 
i;.:)cril'uiti.5:, b^ fubfrlcd by railing ncccffiries ? I 
Tiiiiik thfy might. The world is la'ge, and a great 
paitofititill uncultivated. Many hundred millions 
of acies in Afia, Afiica, v^d America, are fail in a 
forjii ; and a great deal even in Europe, On 
a hundred acres of this foreft, a man might become 
a fubltantial farmer; and a hundred thoufimd meh 
e^ijdoycd in clearing each hi^ hundred acres, wouid 
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hardly brighten a fpot big enough to be vllible 
from the moon, unlefs with Herfchel*s telcfcope; 
fo vaft are the regions ftill in wood. 

It is however fome comfort to refled, that, upon 
the whole, the quantity of induftry and prudence 
among mankind exceeds the quantify of idlenej^ 
and folly. Hence the increafe of good buildingi, 
farms cultivated, and populous cities filled with 
wealth, all over Europe, which a few years fincc 
were only to be found on the coaft of the Medi- 
terranean; and this notwithftanding the mad wars 
continually raging, by which are often deftroyed 
in one year the works of many years peace. So 
that we may hope, the luxury of a'few merchants 
on ihe coad will not be the ruin of America. 

One refledion more, and I will end this long 
rambling letter. AJmoft all the parts of our bodies 
require ibme expence. . The feet demand Ihoes; 
the legs (lockings; the reft of the body cloathing; 
and the belly a good deal of viduals. Our eyes» 
tho' exceedingly uleful, a&» when reafonable, only 
the cheap alSiftance of fpedacles, which could not 
much impair our finances. But the eyes of other 
people are the eyes that ruin us. U all but niy- 
ieJf were blind, 1 ibould want neither fine cloathes, 
fine houfes, nur fii-ie furniture. 



ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

T^^ Y. A.DI N G in the newfpapers the ffeccKoE 
J^\ Mr, JackXon in coivgt^^^^ ^^-savA. ^as.^^^*** 
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with the aflair of flavery, or attempting! 
the condition of fl.ives, it put me in mind 
milarfpccch, made about an hundred yea 
bv Sidi IMch'^mct Ibr.ihiin, a member of ih 
cl Algiers, wuich ma} be Jetn in Martin's : 
ofris conluiiliip, 16S7 It was agaiml f 
the petition nf rh'^iVcL called l.rikaux Puri^ 
praNcil t.r the ab« lition ol pir:.cy and lla* 
beiiic; unjiilt. — Mr. jacki'in docs not quote i 
hiiS i)e h.is not feen it. If, tlu'ietbre, ioir\ 
reai'onin;;s are ti.be ti und in lii^tb.qucnt fp 
may only fiiv-w that n:cp/s intenlls opera! 
are operated on, with furprifing fimilaritj 
countries and climates, whenever they ar< 
fiinih.r circiimllancej. The African rpe< 
trunilaieJ, is as follows: 

*' Alia Bifmillah, &c. Gcd is great, and 
Biet is his prophet. 

••'Have thef:^ Eiika confidcredtlic confer 
of granting their peliiion ? If we ceafe cur 
againfl the Chrittians, how (liall we he fu 
with the con^m:?ditk:s their countries produ 
which are fo ncccilary for us ? If we for 
jnake Daves of their pecjp-e, who, in this I 
ir^ate, aie to civ :ivare cur lands? Who are 
I'orni the common hibv;urs of oiir city, and 
families? Mud we not then be our own 
And is there not ir ore coUipafllon and nu-re 
iiiie to liS Mufiliimen, than to thcfc Ch?iftian 
— We !^ave now above fifiy thoufaiid flaves 
near A I gicrs. This number, if not kept up t 
fuppiics, will f ,on diniiniffi, and be gradui- 
nihildttd. if, then, we ceafe taking i.nd pi 
Irg the itifid'T fjiips, and mahing fliwes 
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1/ feiimen and pafTeagers,- our lands will become of 
i no value, for want of cultivation ; the rents of 
i boufes in the city will fink one half; and the re- 
i venues of government, arifing from the fliare of 
prizes, muft be totally deftroyed ? — And for what ? 
To. gratify the whim of a whimfical fefl:, who 
would have us not only forbear making more flaves, 
but even manumit thofe we have. But who is to 
- indemnify their mafters for the lofs? Will the 
ftate do it ? Is our treafurj fufficrent ? Will the 
Erika do it ? Can they do it ? Or would they, to 
• do what they think juftice to the flaves, do a great- 
. erinjuilice to the owners? And if w^e fet our flaves 
free, what is to be done with /them ? Few of 
them will return to their native countries ;■ they- 
know too v^ell the greater hardfnips they mujl 
there be fubjcdl to. They will not embrace our 
holy religion ; they will not adopt our manners : 
c-ur people will not pollute themfelves by inter- 
maiTying wirh tliem. Mull we maintain them as 
beggars in our (erects; or fufier our propcMties to 
be the, prey of their pilkige ? for men accuftomed 
to llavciy, will not work for a livelihood, when 
not compelled. — And v^hnt is there fo pitiable in 
their piv-fcnt condition ? Were they Jiot flaves in 
their own countries ? ^le no; Spain, Portuga], 
France, a::d the Italian ftates, governed by defn 
pots, who hold all their fubjcds in flavcry, with- 
out e::ception ? Even England t:rc:its her failors as 
flaves, tor they are, whenever ti.e government 
plealcs. feized, and confined in Ibips of war, con- 
demned, not only to work, but to fight tor fmall 
wages, or a mere Ciibfillience, not better than our 
flaves are allowed by us. Is their condition then 
made v/orfc by their falling into out lia\^d^l ^^c^s 
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they have only exchanged one flavery for another ; 
and I may lay a better ; for here they are brought 
into a land where the fun ot lllamifm gives forth 
its light, and fliines in full fplcndor, and they have 
an opportunity of rrak'ing themfelves acquainted 
with the true doftrine, and thereby faving their 
immortal fouls. Thofe who remain at home have 
not that happinefs. Sending the flaves home, 
then, would be fending chem out of light into 
darkncfs. 

'* I repeat the queftion, what is to be done with 
them ? I have heard it fuggeftcd, that they may 
be planted in the wilderncfs, where there is plenty 
of land for them to fubfift on, and where they may 

flouiilh as a free ftate. ^But they are, I doubt, 

too little difpofcd to labour without compulfion, 
as well as too ignorant to eftablUh good govern- 
ment : and the wild Arabs would foon molefl: and 
deftroy, or again enflave them. While ferving us, 
we take care to provide them with every thing; 
and they ate treaied with humanity. The labour- 
ers in their own countries, are, as I am informed, 
worfc fed, lodged, and clothed. The conditipn of 
mofl of them is therefore already mended, and re- 
quires no farther improvement. Here their lives 
aie in fafety. They are not liable to be impreffcd 
for foidiers, and forced to cut one another's Chrif- 
tian Lhroats, as in the wars of their own countries. 
If lome of the religious mad bigots who now teafc 
us with their filly petiaions, have^ in, a fit of blind 
zeal, freed their Haves, it was not generolity^it was- 
not humanity chat moved them to the aftion ; it 
was from the confcious burthen of a load of fins^ 
and hope, from tht ilippofed merits of fo good a 
woik, u> be excufied from damnation^ — How grofl- 
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fy are tliey miftaken, in irrjagining flavefy to be 
difavowed by the Alcoran ? Are not the two pre- 
cepts, to quote no'ni! re, '' Mafters, treat y..ur 
fl ives with kindnefs — Slaves, fe.vc your rnafters 
with cheerfulnefs and tideh'ty," clear proofs to the 
contrary T Nor can the phindering oi* infidels be 
in that facred book foibidden ; lince it is well 
known from it, that God has given the world', and 
. all that it cor tains, to his faithful iMuffuhnen, who 
are to enjoy it, of right, as faft as they can conquer 
ic. Let us then hear no more of this deteftuble 
propolition, the manumiffion of Chriftian flaves, 
the adoption of which w9uld, by depreciating our 
lands and houfes, and. thereby depriving fo many 
good citizens of their' properties, create univerfal 
difcontent, and provoke infurredions, to the en- 
dangering of government, and producing general 
cdnfafion. I hav^e, therefore, no doubt that this 
wife council will prefer the comfort and happincfs? 
of a whole nation of true balievers, to the whim 
of a few Erika, and difmifs their petition *' 

The refult was, as Martin tells us, that thC^Di- 
van Ccime to this refoluiion : " 1 hat the d( ferine, 
** that the phmdering arid cnflaving the Chriftians 
** is unjuft, is at belt problematical ; but that ic is 
** the intereit of rhis flate to C(;nunue the piaftlce, 
** is clear ; therefore, let the peilricn be rejtcted." 
— — x\nd it was rejeded accordingly. 

And fince like motives aie apt to produce, in 
the minds of men, like opinions and rcfoluticns, 
may we not venture to pvedidt, from this account,* 
that the petitions to the parliament of tngland for 
aboliiliing the Have-trade, to fay nothing of o-ther 
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legiflaturcs, and the debates upon thcti 

a liinllar conclufioiu 

HISTC 
Morch 23, I79q- 
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OBSERVATIONS ON W/ 

BY thti original law of nntions, wa 
pation were the punilbment of in 
man i zing by degrees^ it admiUi^d fiave: 
death : a further ftep wa^ the exchang 
CIS inflead of flavery ; anotherj to refp( 
property of private pcifons under conqi 
content with acquired dominion. Wh 
this law of nations goon improving ? 
mtervened between itsfeveral fteps ; b 
ledge of late increafes rapidly, ^hy 
thnfe" fteps be quicTcened ? Why fhot 
agreed to^ as the future law of nations 
war hereafrer the following defciipti 
fliciuld he undlilurbed, have the prolei 
fides, and be peiinitted to follow tht 
mcncs in fecurity ? viz, 

1. Cultivators of the earth, becaufe 
for the fubfiftence of mankind. 

2. Fiihermenj for the fame reiifon. 

3. Alerchanrs aftd ivaders in una: 
who accommodate diflerent nntions b; 
ctjting iand exchanging the neceffaries 
2iten'c€^ of life. 
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^ ' 4I 'Artifts and mechanics, inliabiting and work- 
ing in open towns. 

Ic is hardly neceffary to add, that the hofpitals 
of enemies Ihould be unmolefted — they ought to be 
affifted. It is for the intereft of humanity in ge- 
neral, that the occafions of war, and the induce- 
ments to it, fhould be diminifhcd. If rapine be 
abolifhed, one of the encouragements to war is tak- 
en away ; and peace therefore more likely to con- 
tinue and be l&iting. . ^ ■ ' 

The prafl:ice of robbing merchants on the high 
feas-r-a remnant of the ancient piracy — though it 
may be accidentally beneficial to particular per- 
fons, is far vfrom being profitable to all engaged in 
it, or to the nation that authorifes it. In the be* 
ginning of a war fome rich (liips are fuvprifed and 
taken* This encourages th^ firfl: ad venturers to 
fit-out mo r^. ju'med veffels, and many others to do 
the fa.rae. Bui tl>c enemy at the fame time become 
more care(.ul, arm their merchant fliips better, 
and ren4ei: them not fo cafy to be takqn ; they go 
j^Jfo ^nofje undier the protcdion of convoys, Thu?; 
yrhile, ths'privateers to take them are muluplfed, 
^be veflcls fubjed: to be taken, and the chances of 
profit, are diminifhed ; fo that many cruiles are 
rnade, wherein the expences overgo the g^ns I; 
and, as is the cafe in other lotteries, thcnigh p:ir»- 
^jculars.have^ got prizes, ihc: mafs of adventurer.;* 
are lofers» the whole ex])ence of fitting out -all thk?' 
privateers dining a war being, much greater thftu 
the whole amount of gocds taken 

Then there is. the national lofsofalj the labciuT 
of fo mfc^ny men xlurirg,the lime they h^ve been 
employed in robbing ; who befidea f ^<i^4 , n^Vv^V 
thcy get in riot, drunkeuuet^, 2^x1^ $Lvf^;^^>^Ot-^^^ s 




1 yfc th'Ji h.ihirs of incliiftiy ; are rarely fit For itij 
f )her bulin T if cr a n^.ic-^ an:l ferve only to in- 
ci'Ciife the nM'.ribtrc^f !M_Wuv;:ymen and lioufebreak- 
ers. i'WcA ihc iiiul'Miakc:s who luve been f)rtu. 
na^'e, are, f)y fauden v/culth, led into expenfiveliv- 
infj, the h«bit of wiiich conriniics whea the means 
of lu'iporrinc^ it ceafe, and finally ruins them : a 
i'Jit punifliment fur having wantonly and unfeel- 
ingly riiint'd many honcft innocent traders and 
thtiir fuMiilics, wliofc fub!lancc was employed in 
fcrving the common intercft of mankind. 



ON THE 

IMPRESS OF SEAMEN. 

^otcs copied fro7n Dr, Fninklin*s tvriti/jo- {n pencil in the 
navf^hi ofJuJge Fojler'^s celebrated arguwerU in favour 
cfihe Impiikssivg oi- Seamen (puhUJbcd in the folio 
editijn oj' his work^J, 

JUDGE Foftcr, p, 1 58. '^ Every Mnn."— The 
coiiclufin liLMe f. oni the "liholc to a part^ docs 
not feeni to be good logic. If i-il' alp.habet IhoiilJ 
f>y, L'^t i!S all light for the defence of the whole ; 
tivit is equal, and may thcreibie bejalt But if 
they ill >uld fiy, Let A, B, C, and D, go out and 
fijrht tor us, while we Hay at home a-^d fleep in 
whole ikins ; that is not equal, and thercf jre can- 
not be jupL. 

It), *•'• Emj^loy.''— If you pleafe. The word 
/}^^•;iiics cRg 'jjin^' a'laan to work for m^, by ptrcn-" 
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ing him fuch wages as arefufficient to induce him 

^ to prefer my fervice. This is very different from 
conipelling him to \Yprk on fuch terms as I think 
proper. 

lb, ** This fervice and employmenr, &c." — 
Thefe are falfe fads. His employments and fer- 
vice are not the fame — Under the merchant he 

' goes in an unarmed veflel, no^ obliged to fight, 
but to tianfport merchan 'ife. In the king's fer- 
vice he is obliged to fiih', a-^d to hazard all the 
dangers of battle. Sicknefs on board of king*s ihips 
is aUb more common and more mortal. The mer- 

2^ chant's lervice too he can quit at the end of the 
voyage ; not the king's. Alfo, the merchant's 
wages are much higher. 

lb, *' I am very fcnfible, &c." — -Here are two 
thins;s put in comparlfon that are not comparable: 
viz. injury to feamen, and inconvenience to trade, 

. Inconvenience to the whole trade of a nation will 
not juftify injuftice to a fingle feamen. If the trade 
vould fuffer without his fervice, it is able and ought 

4 to be willing to offer him fuch wages as may in- 
duce him to afford his fervice voluntarily. 

Page 159. '' Private mifchicf mnil be borne 

' *' with patience, for preventing a nation'il calarri- 
^' ty*" — Where is this maxim in law and good po- 
licy to be found ? And how can that be a maxim 

- whicli is not confiftcnt with co.nmon fenfc ? If the 
maxim had been, that private ni'fcliicf, which 
prevent a national Calamity, ought to be gener ouf- 
\y compenfated by the nation, one might under- 
iland it : but that fuch pviv-ate nilfchicfs are only 

^ to be borne with patience, is aUC\i\d\ 

Jb. " 7^/ie expediem, &cc^ Ku^.^^c^r ^^^'- 
JTa^raphs 2 and 3.. — ^T^JkeutN^^^^^^^^^L^ oxx\«:.^^ 
Vol. II. H 
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venicnt fchemts will not juflify one tliat is xU 

Ju. *' Upoii the foot ot, &tc/' — Your reafe 
iodeed) like a lie, (lauds but upon ont foot ; 1 
upon two. 

Page i6o, •' Full wages." — Probably the 
they had. in the merchant's fervice. 

Page 174. " I hardly admit, &c." (Pjrag 
5) — When this a^jthor fpeaks of imprefling, 
158, he diminiilies the horror of the pra^ic 
much as poflible, by prefenting to the mind 
failor only fuflfering hardjbip (as he renderly 
it) in fome particutar cafes only : and he plac 
gainft this private mifchief the inconvenienc 
ihe trade^of the kingdom.— But if, as he fupj 
is often the cafe, the iailor who is preil'ed, ando 
ed to ierve for the defence of trade, at thri^ra 
twenty five fliillings a month, could get ,^ 
pounds fifteen (hillings in the merchant's £er 
you take from him fifty (hillings a month ; ai 
you have a 100,600 in your fervice, >ou rob 
honeft induftrous part of fociety, andtlieiar 
families of 230,000!. per month, or three mil 
ft year^and '4t the fame time oblige them to> h& 
their lives infighting for the defence of yourJr 
to tfae defence of which all ought indeed to ^ 
tribute (and failovs among the reft)inpropoi 
to tl^ir profits by it; but this three n>iiU6] 
mbretiiaa their (hare, if they did riot pay 
their pcrft)ris|**bvn; when you force that/ ibeti 
)Ou (lioukLeaccufe the other. 

Biuit tt*ay:b0 faid/io give the king- ^ lei 
.mer^bant^s w:age^ would cofl the niAtion ttfb m 
ian d Gait for rAore- taxes . The '■ queft i<>n th^a 
iteUiWilt ti^tft is : w blether it bcjxift iiutf coft&li 
ty^- tliaMhfc tioticrsj^Wt (houl<t cotttpel therp^ 
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to figlit in defence of tbem nnd their properties, 
for fuch wages as they tlnnk fit to allow, and pu- 
riifli them if they refufc ? OuT author tdls U5 that 
it is " legal,*^ I have not law enough to difpme 
his authorities, but I cannot per fuade rayfelfth^t it 
is equitable. I will, however, own for theprcfcnt, 
that it may be lawful when neceflary ; but- then I 
contend that it may be ufed io a« to pradaire the 
fame goodieffeds — the public fecuri^^ivjiihoux do-*- 
ing fomuch intolerible injailtoe as attends the im- 
piefling common feam^en^-^In .order to be bettet 
undcrftood, 1 would premife. two things; Firft^ 
that voluntary feamen m^y behad for tjie fervioet 
if they were fufliciehtly paid. , Tfas pnoof is, that 
tofcrvein.^he faijie fhrp, and! incur the fame dan* 
gefs; 7<>^ ha^e no occafidn-to invprcfiv^captairis 
Kevitenants;- fecond' lieutrnants^ .midmrprrtcn, pu! f* 
ers^ nror many oihw officers, .r Why, but that the 
profits of their places, or the. emoluments expcft* 
cd^are fufficient inducement? ?. .The bufmcfs then 
is, to find money, by impreifing, fufficient to make 
•Xht iaibcsall volunteers, as well as their ojSicers j 
iand this without any frcfh burthen upon tiade^— 
The feQond of my premifes is^ that twenty-five 
ihiijingsar month,. with his (hare of fah beef, pork, 
fad peaikv-puidding', being found Tuliicient for the 
fubfiJtehcc of a, hard-working fetmrni it willx?er- 
lainlyvbc-fQ'.fora f-sdcnrary fcbblar or gentleman. 
dl,,\yould Uicil propaft to form a trfafury,. ^out of 
which encouragements toTeamen Ihiouid be paid. 
To fill this, tteafury,;! wonild impref!^a;number of 
civil pflicere, who at prefeftt have great falarfes, 
oblige thefljrto.fprve in theit refpeflivc offices for 
twenty-five (hilliog^ia nK)nth, with their ihares q£ 
inefs jprgvifioitf, and throw tte t^ft.^1 \\vivt ^^5ii:ix«s^ 

Ha 
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into the feamen'strcafury. If fuch a prers-w 
nmt were given me to execute, the firft I wni 
prefs lliould be a PvCcorder of Briftol, or a ^ 
Jullicc Foihr, bccaule I might have need of 
edifying example, to (how how much impieffi 
cu.'^ht to be borna with ; for he would certair 
find, that though to be reduced to twenty-five ft 
lings a month might be tl private mifchief, yet th 
agreeably to his maxim of law and good policy. 
ought to be home wit/j patience, for. preventing 
national calamity. Then I would prefs the i 
of the Judges ; and, opening the red book, 
would piefs every civil otBcer of government frt 
50 ]. a year falary, up to 50,000 1. w^hich woi 
throw an immenfe fum into our treafury : a 
ihefe gentlemen could not complain, fince tt 
would receive twenty-five fhiUings a month, a 
their rations ; and this without being obliged 
fi^ht. Laftly, 1 think I would imprcfk ***. 

ON THE CaiMINAL LAWS, AND 
THE PRACTICE OF PRIVATEERING 

EKTTER TO BENJAMIN YAUGHAM, ESQ^ 

March 14, 1785 
MY DEAR. FRIEND, 

AMONG the pamphlets you lately lent 1 
was one, entitled, Thoughts on Execut 
yu/lice. In return' for that, I fend you one C4i 
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fame fubjeft, Obfervations concernant V Execution 
de I ' Article IL de la Declaration Jur le Vol. They 
are both addrcfled to the judges, and written, as 
you. will fee, in a very diSerent fpiiit. The En- 
glifli author is for hanging all thieves. TheFrench- 
man is for proportioning punifliments to offences. 

If we really believe, as we profefs to believe, that 
the law of Mofes was the law of God, the didate 
of divine wifdom, infinitely fuperior to human ; on 
what principles do we ordain death as the punifl^i- 
men t of an offence, which, according tothat law, 
was only to be punifhcd by a reftitution of four- 
fold ? To put a man to death for an offence which 
does not deferve death, is it not a murder ? And, 
as the French writer fays, Doit-on punir un dtlit 
contre la fociete par un crime contre la nature. 

Superiiuous property is the creature of focietj. 
Simple and mild laws were fufficient to gnard the 
property that was merely neceflary. The favage's 
bow, Lis hatchet, and his coat of fkins, were fuf* 
ficieiuly fecurcd, without law, by the fear of per- 
f ):val rerentnient and retaliation. When, by virttie 
of the; full laws, part of the focicty accumulated 
wealth, and grew powerful, ihey tnaded others 
more fevere, and would proteft their property at 
the expen<:c of humanity. This was abufing their 
power, and commencing a tyranny. If a favage, 
before he entered into fociety, had been told — 
^' Your neighbour; by this means, may become 
** owner of an hundred deer ; but if y^ ur bn>ther, 
" or your fon, or yourfelf, having no deer of your 
^ ov;n, and being hungry, fhould kill one, an in- 
^ famous death luu.l be the confequence :" — he 
would probably have preferred his liberty, ant| his 
common right of killing any d^cc^ \s^ •iw\i%I'^^ -^^ 
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vantages of focietj that might be propofed to him* 
That it is better a hundred guilty perfons (hould 
efcape, than that one innocent perfon (hould TuScr, 
is a maxim that has been long and generally appro- 
ved J never, that I know of, controverted. Even 
the fanguitrary author of the Thoughts agrees tP it, 
adding well, " that the lery thought oi injured in- 
*• noccnce, and much more that oifuffering inno- 
*' cence, mud awaken all our tendered and moft 
** compafllonate feeUngs, and at the fame time 
" raife our higheft indignation againft the inftm- 
•• mcnts of it. But, (he adds) there is no danger 
^' of cither^ from a ftridt adherence to the laws.'* 
Really !*-4s it then impoflible to make an unjufti 
law ? and if the law itfclf be unjuft, may it not be^ 
the very " inftrumem" which ought to *^ raiCe the' 
'« author's and every body's highcfl: indignation?" 
I fee, in the 1 aft nev\fpapers from London, that Si 
woman is capitally convidted at the Old BiiU«y> 
fcr privately deal ng out of a fhop force gauze, vaf^ " 
lue fourteen {hillings and three pence : Is there 
any proporiicn between the injury done by a theft. 
value fourteen Ihillings and three pciKre, and tbef 
punifhinent of a human creature, by deaih, on a 
gibbet ? Might not that wcinan, by her labour, 
have made the reparation ordained by God, in p^y* 
ing fourfold ? Is not all punifhmcnt, inflided be* 
yoixd the merit of the offence, fo much pupKhmenl 
of innocence? In this light, how v^ft is ihe cvniiu- 
al quantity, cf net only injured huifujjering inno- 
cence, in almofl; all the civilix^d ftaies of Eurppe i 
. . But it fecras to have been thought ihat this kind 
of innocence may be puniftied by way of /rrwfn/- 
ing crinu»\ I have read, indeed, of a cruel Turk 
ic Bufpary^ \^iOj wlicnever he bought a nevi Cluif* 
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tian flavc, ordered him immediately to be hung 
up by the legs; and to receive a hundred blows of 
a cudgel on the foles of his feet, that the fevere 
fctife of the puniftimcnt, and fe:ir of incarring it 
thereafter, might prevent the faults th'it (liquid 
merU it. Our author himfelf would hardly ap- 
prove entirely of this Turk's conduct in the govern- 
ment of flavcs ; and yet he appears to recommend 
fomething like it for the government' of Englifli 
fubjeds, when he appl luds the reply of Judge Bur- 
net to the convict horfe-ftealer ; who being aiked 
what he had to fay why judgment of death ftiould 
not pafs againft him, and anfwering, that it was 
hard to hang a man for only ftcaling a horfe, waf 
told by the judge, ** Man, thou art not to be 
hanged only for ftcaling a horfe, but that horfes 
may not be ftolen.** The man's anfwer, if candid- 
ly examined, will, I imagine, appear reafonable; 
as being founded on the eternal principle of jufticc 
»nd equity, that pvmiihmcnts fhould be proportion- 
ed to offences, and the judge's reply brutal and 
uwrcafonablc, though the writer ** wifhcs all judges 
to carry it with them whenever they go to the cir- 
cuit, and to bear it in their minds, as containing 
a wife reafon for all the penal ftatutes whijch they 
are called upon to put in execution* It at once il- 
luftrates, fays he, the true: grounds and reafons of 
all capital puniftiments whatfoever," namely, that 
every mane's property, as well as his life, may ht 
held facred and inviolate.** Is there then no dif- 
ference in value between property ard life ? If I 
%hii»k if ri^ht that the crl-me of murder ihould be 
piinifhed with death, not only as an equal punifti- 
ment of the crime, but to prevent other cxwy:^^^^ 
does it follow that I muft appto\€'\.A \\\^ t^\sv^Y^'^^'^'" 
mem for a JittJe invafioiv on m^ ^\o^^t\^>a^ '^^^'^ 
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If I am not m yWf fo barbarous, fo bloody-minded, 
anJ revengeful, as to killafelit)NV-cicraturefor fteal. 
iii^ fro:n inc fourteen fhillif),a:s and three pence, 
how can I appruve of a law th it does it ? Mon- 
t'.*rqui?u, wiio was himfelf a jud^^e, endeavours to 
iniprefs other m-ixims. He mull have known 
wliar huni.me judges feel on fuch occafions, and 
wh.it the etFeols of thofc feelings ; and, fo far from 
thitikin:^ that fevereand exceflive puniihments pre- 
vent crimes, he afferts, as quoted by our French 
writer, that 

'* Latrocitc dfs loix en empecbe V execution^ 
'* Lorfque la peine eft fans mefure^ on ejlfowent 
** oblige de lui priferer VimpunitL 

'* Z7 caufedts tous les reldchemens vient de rim" 
" punite des crimes^ et non de la moderation de$ 
*' pfines*' 

k is faid by thofe who know Europe generally, 
thcit there arc* mor? th^-f^s committed and puniflied 
annually in Eniiland than in all the other nations- 
put toi^other. If ciiis be lo^ there mud beacaufe 
cr cauies for fuch depravity in our common people* 
May not one be the deficiency of juftice and mo- 
rniity in our njrionil government, manif-*fl:ed in 
our npprcilive conduclto fubjecls, and unjuft wars- ' 
on our ndi.\h hours? View the lonj^-periifted in-, 
imj.itl, moi^.opoliz'ng treatment of Ireland, at length 
acknovv!e«i.',t\! I View the plundering government 
cxeicif.d by our merchants in the Indies; the 
GoiifijVaiing war made upon the Americvin colo- 
nLs; and, rr^ fty nothing of thofe upon France 
and Sf/iiii, view tiie late war upon Floiland, which. 
was fern bv impartial Europe in no other light 
thin that ' f a war in rapine and pillage j the hopes 
of nn i/n/n^nfe aiid eafy prey bein^j; its only appa- ' 
rent, aad protxibly iu uuc «ax^ \^^\ y£vv^>oln^ ^sA. 
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encouragement. Juflice is as ftuAly due between 
HsHglibour nations as between neighbour citizens. 
A highwayman is as mucharobber when he plun- 
ders in a gang, as when fingle ; and a nation that 
makes an unjutl war is only a great gang. After 
employing your people in robbing the Dutch, is it 
ftrange that, being oiit of that employ by peace, 
they ftill cor>tinue robbing, and rob one another ? 
Piraterie^ as the French call it, or privateering, is. 
the univerfal bent of the Englilh nation, at home 
and abroad, wherever fettled. No lefs than fevca 
hundred privj^iteers were, it is faid, commifiioned in 
the laft war I Thcfe were fitted out by merchants, 
to prey upon other merchants, who had never done 
them no injury. Is. there probably any one of 
thofe privateering merchants of London, who were 
fo ready to rob the merchants of Amfterdam, that 
would not as readily plunder another London mer- 
chant of the next ftreer, if he could do it with the 
fame impunity J The avidity, the^alieni appHens 
is the fame ; it is the fear alone of the gallows 
that makes the difference. How then can a nati^jH, 
which, amongft ihe honefteil of its people, has fa 
many thieves by inclination, and whofe govtrn- 
ment encouraged and Commiflioncd no lefs thiui 
feven hundred gangs of robbers ; how can fuch a 
nation have the face to cr.ridemn the crime in in- 
dividuals, and hang up twenty of them in a morn^ 
ing ! It naturally puts one in mind ot a Newgate 
anecdote. One of the prilbncrs complained, that 
in the night fomebody had taken jhis buckles out 
of his Ihoes. " What the devil !*' fays another, 
•^ have we then thieves amongft us ? It muft not 
be fufFired, Let us fearch out the rogue, and ^ara.^v 
him to deathj' 




There ii^ howrver, one late inftance of an En* 
gUrti merchant who will not profit by fuch ilUgofi« 
ten gain. He wiis, it fjcins. part owner of a ftiq>, 
which the other owners thought fit to employ as 
a letter of marque, and which took a number of 
French priz.es. The booty being fliared, he :has 
now an agent liere enquiring, by an advertifement 
in the Gazette, foe jtbofe. who fuffered the lofa^in 
order to make i,hein, as far as In him lits^ reftitaK' 
tion. This confcientious man is a Quaker. The 
Scotch preibyteiians were formerly as tender ; £of 
there is dill extant an ordinance of the town- 
council of Edinburgh, made foon after the Re'^ 
formation, *' forbidding the purchafe of prize 
goods, under pain of loiing the freedom of the 
burgh for ever, with other puniihment at l^he will 
of the magillrate ; the pradice of making pi^xe» 
being contrary to good confcience, a&d the wIgjoI 
tr^atmg CUriftian brethren as we would wifli no 
be treated ; and fuch goods are not to bcfild 6jt,ar! 
ny godly msn wiibin ibis burpb^ Tbe* race.of 
theCe godly men in Scotland as probablv ex4:m<3i» 
or their principles abandoned, (ince, as far as that 
nation had a. hand in promoting (he war ag^inft 
the colonies, prizes an J confifcations arff believe^ 
to have been a .<;.onfiderablc motive. : •'- 

It has been for fome time, a geinerally received; 
opinion, tbat^a military man is not to enquire whe<« 
th.cr a:War be juil or unjuft j he is to execute his 
orders. All princes who are difpofed to become 
tyrants, mud probably approve oi this ppini<)n, 
and \yt wiUing to eftablilh it; but is it not ada^. 
g^roiis one? fmcc,,9n that principle, if the tyrai>t 
coma^^nda his.army to attack and deftroy^ not qi>-< 
l/fll}} unoufuding neighbour nation^ buc.eveA \m 



essays;: 9f 

awn fubjfft?, the army is bound to 6h€y. -tf ne- 
gro flave, ill our colonies, -being cbnlmanded hy 
his tnadcr to rob or murder a neighbour, * 'do 
any other imuioral aG, may refufe ; and the ttla- 
gidrate will prutecl: him in his refufal. The fla'^e* 
fy then of a foldier is wcTfe, than that 6f a negro ! 
A confcientious officer, if ngt rt ftraindd by theap- 
prehtinfion of its being imputdd^to another caufc, 
may indeed refign, rather than be enfiployed in an 
unjuft war, but the private men arc flaves for life ; 
and they are perhaps incapable of judging forthem- 
felvcs. We can only lament thdr fate, and fliU 
more that of a failor, who is often dragged by force 
fram his honed occupation, and compelled to iih- . 
briie: his hands in perhaps innocent blood. But 
methinks it well behoves merchants (men more 
enlightened by their education, and pcifed'yfree' 
from any fuch force or obligation) to confuler \\t\l 
of thejufticeof a war, before thty voluntarily en- 
gfag^ a gang of ruffians to attack their fcllow-mer-' 
chants of a neighbouring nation, to plunder them* 
of iheir property, and perhaps ruin them and their 
femilies, if they yield it ; or to wound, maim, and" 
murder them, if they attempt to defen<!t it. Vet 
thcfe things are done by Chriilian merchartsr, 
whether a war be jiifft or unjuft j and it Can hard-" 
iy be jttft on both fides. They are done by En- 
g'Wfli and American merchant y, who, neveriftelcfsv* 
eofiiplain of private theft^ and hang by doi'crs the* 
rflleveVt&cy-h'avfi taiight by their own example. '' 
' It'!s:high time, for th«6 fake ofhumiij/t.ty ;''tHdt i* 
ftdpi were^ut to this enormity; The Umtt*'d States?* 
of AftiedcH,* though belter fildated tfiap- nxiy Euro^ 
pian Tiiatioh tiy mak« profit! by pHvat^ctiiv^-»Cjl\<S8?, 
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ing hciore ihcir lioors) are, as fnr ns in rhcm lies 
eiKiciivojiiii;^ ti) nh 'l:!h the practice, by oUcring. 
in all ili'jir ticu;iijs v\ilh otlur powers, an article 
eng.v-ing folciimly, ihiit in cafe of fiuare wi^r, nc 
privateer ihall be commiilioncd on cirher lide ; anc 
thiit unarmed merchant ihips, on both fides, ilial 
puifuc their voyages uriiriolelicd *. This vill bf 
a hiippy inii)rovcmcnt ot the hiw cf naiions, Thi 
hun.ane and the juft cannot but vvilli general iuc 
cefs to the prop.jlition. 

With unchangeable eftecm and afTeffir^n, 

1 am, my dea: friend, 
Ever yours 
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11EMARK:$ CONCERNING THE SAVAGES 
OF NORTH AMERICA. 

SAVAGES- we call them, becaufe their mnn^ 
ners differ from ours, which we think the per-, 
feftion of civility ; they think the fame o^ theirs. 

Perhaps, if we could examine the manners of 
differeot nations with impartiality, we fliould find 
no people fo rude as to be without any rules of 
politenefs ; nor any fo polite as not to have fome 
remains of rudenefs. 

The Indian men, when young, itve hunters and 
warriors ; when oldj counfellors ; for all their go- 
vernment is by the counfcl or advice of fages; 
there is no force, there are no prifons^ no officers 
to compel obedience, or inflidt puhifhment. Hence 
they generally ftudy orafory ; the beft fpeaker 
having the mod influence. ' The Indian women 
till the ground, drefs the foo(f, nurfe and bring up 
the cliildien, and preftrve and hand down to pof- 
teriry the memory of public tranfadions. Thefe 
employments of men and women are accounted 
natural and honourable. Having few ariificiaj 
wants, they have abundance of leifure for improve- 
.ment by converfarion. Our laborious manner of 
life, conipared with theirs, they efteSm flavifh and 
bafe ; and the learning- on which we value our- 
felves, they regard as frivoL:us and ufelcfs. An 
inftance oi chis occurred at the cre^ty of Laneafler, 
in Pcnnfylvania, anno 1744, between the govern- 
ment of Virginia and tlic Six natlo\\%. kS\^^ ^v^ 
principal bulinek was feu\cA, tVva ^.o^v^Jv^wv^v 
VcL. IL \ 




^& ESSAYS* 

frcm Virgin J II acqn lintcd tl^.e liUians by a fpeech, 
lluit ihci^ \v:is at WiiHairtb-jru' a tolle^e^ wirh a 
fund, r.^r cJucaEln^Iiuiian^ouih ', and that if ihe 
chiefs c4' lii^; Six Na:iuni would fend down half a 
dczcn ol' ilieir fai-s id ihiU collegcj the gavtrnnitnt 
uouid tukti caie ihut ihcy fliouU be well provided 
ior, nnJ iultnicUd in all the leaming of the wbitc 
people. It is cnc t:f the Indium rulti cf politenefs 
luit to anfwer a public propt^fition the fame day 
thiit it ia made ; ihvy tJiink it would be treating it ; 
ad a liijlit matter ; and they fhew it refpeQ by talk- 
ing time to canfider ii, as cf a matttr iaipaituut. 
They therefore dtfurrsd their anfvver till the day 
following', when their fpcaker be(::an, by exprclF- 
ing their deep fcnfe of the kindncis cf the Virgi- 
nia governmcnr, i.i making thtrin that offer ; •* for 
we know (Oiys he*) ihui ycu liif^hly eftcein the kind 
cf Icavning taught in thcf^i colleges, and that the 
. maintenance of our young men, while with you, 
would be very cxpenfive to yuu. We are con- 
vinced, therefore, (hat ycu mean to do us good by 
your propcful, and we ihunb you heartily. But 
you who are wife mull know, that dilferent nations 
have dirlcrent ccnccpiious li thin<;s ; and you will 
theiefoie not ta\eit anif?, if our ideas of this kind 
■ cf rdi'ication happen not to be the fame with yours. 
We have had fome experience of it : feveral of 
our young pec^plc were foimrtly brcught up ut 
the Colleges of tiie northern provinces ; ihcy v\cre 
inftrutlt.d in i.11 your fcienccs; but when the// 
came back to us. they wtrc bad luiuieis ; igiionint 
of evcvy means or' living in the woods ;' unable 
to. bear cither cold tr hunger; knew neither how 
to builcl a cabin, tiike a deer, or kill an enemy ; 
fpokc out language :mvcti:$i^y -^ ^vvit^ \\v^\^^vsv^ 
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fore neither fit for hunters, warriors, or counfcl- 
lors ; they were totally good for nothing. We 
are however not the lels obliged by your kind of- 
fer, though we decline accepting it : and to fhow 
our grateful fenfe of it, if the gentlemen of Virgi- 
nia will fend us a dozen of their fons, we \v\\\ take 
great care of their education, inftrudl them in all 
we know, and make men of them.'^ 

Having frequent occafion to hold* public coun- 
cils, they have acquired great order and decency 
in conduding them* The old men fit in the fore- 
mod rank?, the warriprs in the next, and the wo- 
men and children in thehindmofl:. The bufinefs 
of the women is to take exadl notice of what pafles, 
imprint it in their memories, for they have no v;rl- 
ting, and communicate it to their cWldren. They 
are the records of the council, and they prefei've 
tradition of the ftipulations in treaties a hundred 
years back; which, when wc compare with our 
writings; we always find exatfl:. He that would 
fpeak, rifes. The reft obferve a profound filence. 
When he has finiHied, and fits down, thcf leave 
him five or fix minutes to recolleft, that, if he has 
omitted any thing he intended to fay, or hris any 
thing to add, he may rife again, and deliver it. 
To interrupt another,, even in common convcrfa- 
tion, is reckoned highly indecent. How different 
this is from the condufl of a polite Bricifh Houfe 
f)f Commons, where fcarce a day pafieSj-withouc 
feme confufion, that makes the fpeaker hoj^rfe in 
calijng to order ; and how diflerent from the mode 
of coTxverfarion. in many polite companies of Eu- 
rope, where if you do not deliver your fentence 
wuh great rspiditj^, you are cut off in the middU 
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of it hy the impatient loquacity of tbofe yoa ecu* 
vtrfe with, atul never rLilftrtil to fisilli it ! 

'ILc pi lircii'jfi of ihefe favafjcs in-.convctraiiorfj 
i:^ huleL^d, iZAi iie[l to exccfs ; fiuce it does not pcr- 
UAi t!icm to coJUradiLt or deny the truth ot^ what 
IS ,;lcrkd ill til LI 1" prefenee. By this means thsy 
In^/ooii ;^\^ i J lilfimtcs ; but then it becomes dilE- 
t ult t.i kQii'bV tiifcir minds, or wh?,t imprcilion you 
ivictk upan thcriu The aiilaonanes who have at' 
teipplcd t^ convert them to Cliriftianity, all com- 
plain of ihi.i;;is one of the great diiUcuItieaof ihi;tr 
ir.\i\\ai], 'i Ijc luuians hear with patience the trutta 
oLiiie .L,orjn:l explained to them, and give their u- 
Ui'dl lokens of alfent and approbation : you v^ould 
liiiak they were c-javinctd. No fuch matter. It 
is mere civility. 

A 3\v difh luinifter having aflembled the chie& 
of the bufqiielunnah Indians, made a ferraon to 
them, acqiMiiuing them with the principle hiftori- 
cal fads ua vhich our religion is founded ; fuch 
ns the fall (^f our firll parents by eating an apple; 
ihs coming ot Chrift to rep::\ir the miicbief ; his 
i^^iriicloi an I iliQlTlngj Uc. — When he had finifh- 
eJ:, r.n ludi.in < Air.ir Hood up to thank him. 'What 
y'-.u !; i\ e Ci..kl u.'/ uys he, ' is all very good. It 
]i i:i.lced bai to tat apples. It is better to make 
:;.:m ail into cvelcr. We are much obliged by 
\ziv kindnefi iu coming fo far to tell us thofe 
things which you have heard from your mothers. 
In return, 1 will tell you fome of ttiofe we have 
he.ird from ours. 

'* !n thj beginning, our fathers had only the 
fleOi of animals to fublifl on ; and if their hunting 
was unfuccefsfiil, they were itarving. Tv/o of our 
young hunters having killed a dear^ vxvade a fire 
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tn the woods to broil feme parts of it* Wheil 
they were about to fatisfy their hunger, they be- 
held a beautiful young v;oman defcend from ihe 
clouds, and feat herfclf on that hill which you fee 
yonder ainorig the Blue Mountain*. They faid 
to each other, it is a fpirit that perhaps has frnelt 
0ur broiling venifon, and wiflies to eat of it : let 
us oiler fdtne to her. They prefented her with 
the tongue : fhe was plcafed with the tafte of it, 
and faid. Your kindneft fhall be rewarded. Come 
60 this place after thirteen moons, and you fhall 
find fomething that wiirbe of great benefit in nou- 
rifiiing you and your children to the lateft general 
rions. They did fo, and to thtrir furprifc found 
plants they had never fecn before ; but whichi 
from that ancient time, have been conftantly cuU 
tivated among us, to our great advantage. Where 
benight hand had touchedthe ground, they found 
maize; where her left hand had touched it, they 
Found kidney-beans ; and where her backfidc had 
Tat on it, they found tobacco/' The good mifii- 
3nary, difgufted with this idle taU,.fr»id, *^ What 
[ delivered to you, were facred tnths ; but what 
^ou tell me, is mere fable, fiftion ind falfchood/' 
The Indian, ofrenJed, replied, ** My brother, i 
t:ems your fiicnds hsve not done you jiiriic6 in 
^our edacaiion ; they have not vvcU inflruclcd you 
n the ri:Ies of common civility. \ .u fnw that vc, 
i^ho underfland and practife thoft- -idcs, believed 
111 your frorics, why doj'ourefafc to b;licvc our^ •*' 
AV!)?n iiny of them come into our rovins, our 
people av? ?ipi to crov;d roimd ther'^, rjpz:. upon 
h?:-\^ imd iiicoriimc^de tlicm Vvheie tljvy diCirz to 
)c p'iv..tc ; iiiis t!iey c'^iCeni ^je^X \ Ad-.wcv* .» 7>.-rvC:. 
hi cikci oLthe \vr4it^^^4;:;;\VjA\ox\ va vVi vi;^^^ ^-"^^ 
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civility and good manners, ** We have, ^* fay 
thev, " a'i much curioficy as you, and when you 
cnme into our towns, we \*'ifli for opportunit^iesof 
Inokinij atyau ; but fur this purpole we hideour- 
fehts bchifu! biUho where ynu are to paft, and 
nevi:r ii«iriide ouifclves into your compsny,*^ 

1 htir manner of enrciinfr one another** villages 
hiis I'kewiTr its rules. Ic is reckoned tincivil in 
travelling ftrangcrs lo enter a village- abruptly, 
v/ithout giving nfitice ot their approach; : There- 
fore, as foon 83 they arrive within hearing, tiijey 
Hop and ho!tf>w, remaining there till invited to en- 
ter. Two old men ufually come out tathem, and 
lead them in. There is in every village a vacant 
dwelling, called the ftrangers* houfe. Here they 
are placed, while the old men go round from- hut 
to hut, acquainting the inhabitants that ftrangers 
are arrived, who are probably hungry and weary ^ 
and every one fends them what he can fpare ojp 
viduals, and flvins to repofe on. Whenthe.ftran- 
gers luc refreflied, pipes and tobncco arc brought; 
and then, but not before, converfation begins,, with 
enquiries who they are, whither bo^nd, what' news, 
&c. and it ufuvjUy ends with ofters of ferviccv-if 
the Grangers hnve occafion of guides, or any nob- 
cefTuries for continuing thjir journey ^ and no- 
thing is exafted for the entertainment. . ;: 

The fame hofj iiality, eltcemed an:ong them as 
a principal viriue, is praftifed by private perfoos ; 
of which Conrad H^tifir, our inteipreter, gave me 
the following indaiicc. He had been naturalized 
among the Six Nations, and fpoke well the Mo- 
hock' language. In going through the Indian 
ccuntry, lo carry a jncin;ge from our governor to 
the cc inciJ at O^c-n.'J^gn^ \\^ oW^^ ^x \.\\^ Vwi^via- 



lion of Canaffetego^ an old acquaintance, who em- 

.braced him, fp.read furs for liini to fic on, placed 

rbefore him fome boiled beans and venifon^ and 

mixed fome rum and water for his drink. When 

.h« was well rcfreflied, and had lit his pipe, Canaf* 
fetego began to converfe with him : a&ed how he 
bad fared the many years fince they had feen each 
other, whence he thcncamej what occafioned the 
journey, &c. Conrad, anfvvered all his quellions; 
and when the difcourfe began to llag^ the Indian, 
to continue it, faid, '^ Gonrad, you have lived 
long among the white people, and know fomething 

. of their cuftoms ; I have been fometimes at Alba.- 
ny, and have obferved, that once jq feven days 
they fhut up their ihops, and affemble all in the 
great houfe ; tell me what, that is for ! What 

.dp they do there?** " They meet there,'* fays 
Conrad, *' to hear and learn good things .""^ " I do 

: not doubt,** fays the Indian, " that they tdl you 

. f « ; they have told me the fame : but I doubt the 
truth of what they fay, and I will tell you my rea- 
Tons.. I went lately to Albany, to fell my £kirisy 
and buy blankets, knives, powder, rum, h<;. You 
know I iifed generally to deal with Hans Hanfon; 
but I was a Jitde. inclined this time to try fome o- 
ther merchants. However, I called firft upon Hans^ 
and a(kcd him what he would give for beaver. He 

.- faid he could not give mere than fonr fliiU 
lings a pound: but, .fays he, 1 cannot talk on bu- 
iinefs now ; this is the day when we meet together 

\ to learn good things, and 1 am going .to the meeting. 
So I thought to myfelf, fince I cannot- do any bu- 
iinefs to-day, I may as wtll go to the mee'tlngtoo, 

. and I went wiih him. There ftood u^ -Ow w\\\%\ kvw 
jjjack, njid bfgan totalkiolVit^^o^X^Nvt^'^^'S^:^^- 
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I did not underdanj wbathe faid; but perceivihy. 
thnt he looked much at me, and at Hanfon, I im« 
aj^incd he was angry at feeing me there ;: fo I went 
•iir, Jut down near the houfe,. (Iruck fire, and lit 
my pipe, waithig till the meeting fliould break upi 
I thought too that the man had mentioned feme- 
thin;^ of beaver, and Ifufpcfted it might be th^ 
fuhjict of their meeting. So when they came out 
I accofLeJ my merchant. ' Well, Hans/ fays I, 

• I hope you have agreed to give more than four 

* ihillings a pound.' ' No* fays he, * I cannot give 
fo much, I. cannot give more than three fhillings 
and fix-pence/ Ithen fpoke to feveral other deal- * 
er , but they allfung the fame fong, three andfis- 
pence, three and fix-pence; This made it clear 
to me that my fufpicion was right; and that what- 
ever they pretended of meeting to learn ^oorfMfffjrj, 
the purpofe was to ccnfult how to chent Indians in 
the price of beaver. Cjnfiderbut a little Conrad, 
Jii^d you mufl be of my opinion. If they met fo* 
often to learn good things^ they \yould certainly 
have learned fome before this ti^nc; But they ar^ 
fiillipnorant. You know our pra^Hce.. If a whi'e 
man^ irj travelling through our country, enters one- 
of our cabins; wc all treat him as I do you ; we- 
cry him if he is wer, we v/arm him if he is cold, 
and give him meat ami drink, that he miiy allfiy. 
his thirft snd hunger ; and vvc fpreadfofc ftirs for 
him ic icfl and'fleep on.: we demand nothing iit* 
return*. But if I go into a white n^i^n's houfe at' 

■v"-U'- t.\ U'"' ■. -i' -st: rlir rivil'zi' I v.'."r pled-' f> r..ll BirUtri »:is ; Ju- f^rr-V .•».- 
Ithntrt t'.t ;•• ' •:. i.-n s (i»r r "i\\f Snc-rns p .'Icf.; I ii. riuine-vly . ntt! it is ,\ j ,»|. 
tby iI." ■."l/j:;!-,* \ i-'.^i5 "^ \\\' '''iM 'A'.*.)^. ^r Put! I lo, in if>f jc'bj i. i |.= ;,-s vny-'. 
&-"«: ai' fli' I ! ■ :'u ou ihf i."i("i if ri'-Hr?^ fays. •* T.'je bi r>.i •. uv. r ''pic t\ rw*:V M- ■ 
*■ lui i':r'i l^.i.vli'''!-. ; r I 5!<y'i u"r:\ a •'i-'-.'.skI r?i.rivcJ i;: ..-vtr: '''•«•• ^<' ■:i'."l/r Pi " 
*' t'lc prH'iJt r. ii. in.l I riJijJr « r ii.r i:.l ■ "' T»iU u«:i<: it lal^cH turni a i.\\^\\ eU-*' 
/tt']?.'/y/s«i ;•, i:;.jt/.n\ pi;Ki!r, ^-n.iti^\ ^'T \.;\V . * ■ i 



Albany, and afk for viftuals and drink,, they foy, 
"Where is your mon^y ? r^nd if I have none, they 
fay. Get our, yo\i Indian dog. You fee they have 
not yet learned thofe little gQcd thifigs that vvQ 
need no meetings to be inftruftod m, bccaufe oUr 
n^^ihers taught tkeni to us w-hen we were children ; 
and thdreforie it is impofhble their meetings Oiould 
be, iis they fay, for any Uich purpofe, or have any 
fuch euecl ; they are only to contrive the cbeatln^^ 
qf I^ianr in i be price of beaver. \ 



TO M. DU30URO, 

Cwcefnirig the Diffentions between England and 
America. 

. London, Oclobcr 2, 1770*^ 

I SEE with pledfure that we think pretty much 
alike. on the fubjecls of Englilh America. We 
of the colonics, have never infilled that we ought 
to be exempt from contributing to the common 
expenccs ncccifary to fupport the profperity of the 
empire. We only affert, that having parliamcats 
of our own, and not having rcprefentatives in that 
of Great Britain, our parliaments are the only juJg* 
es of what we can and what wc ought to contri- 
bure in Uiis cafe; and that theEngliih parliament 
has no right to take our money without our con- 
fent. In fad, the Britilh empire is not a fingle 
ftate ; it comprehends many ; and though, the par- 
liament of Great Bi itain has arrogated to itfclt Oev'^ 
power of raxing the colouves^ii^^'^iva^sx^'^^^v^^ 



1 04 liSAYS, 

to tlo 0>, than it has to tax Hanover. We 
tlie fame hini?, luit not the fame legiflatures 
'rtij clifpuic between the two countries h 
rt a.ly c It Kn;^hmd many millions fterling, ' 
it lus loil in i:f conincrce, and America h;is i 
rofijcd been a propoKioniible gainer. This 
nierc'Jco:iti;led princi;)aHy of fLipcrfluities ; o 
of luxury and f-ilhion, which we can well do 
out ; and the ivr:»lution we have formed of in 
in;^' !io more till our giievances are reJrefled 
enabled m:iny of car infant manufactures tc 
root ; a:id it will not be cafy to make o\ir p 
abuiuiji: :hL;m in future, even Ihould a conne 
more coi'Jial than ever fucceed the prefent 
blcs. — I have, indeed, no doubt that the p 
mont of England will finally abandon its pi 
prctenfims, and leave to us the peaceable e 
meuc of Qur rights and privileges. 

B. FRANKLl 



j4 Ccmpanjon of the ComluSl of the ancient \ 
and of the Anti federalists in the United . 
f/ America. 

A ZEALOUS advocate for the propofed : 
ral Conftirucion, in a certain public aflei 
faid, that *' the repu>?nance of a great part of 
*' kind to good government was fuch, that h 
" lieved that if an angel from heaven was to- 
" 'down a conilitucion formed there fjr oui 
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« it wt)ulJ rieverthdels meet with violent oppofi- 
<t« tion." — He was reproved for the fuppofed ex- 
^iivagance of the fentiinent ^ and he did not juf- 
tify ic. — Probably it might not have immediately 
occurred to him that the experimenfc had been tri- 
ed, and that the event was recorded in the moll 
faithful of all hiftories, the Holy Bible ; oiherwife 
tc might, as it feems lo me, have fupported his 
opinion by that unexccptionaWe amthority, 
r The Supreme Being had been pleafed to nourifli 
iip a lingle family, by continued adts of his atten- 
tive providence, 'till it became a great people : and 
liaving refcued them from bondage by mary mi- 
jacles performed by his fervant Mofes, he pcrfon- 
ally delivered to that chofen fervant, in prcfence 
of the whole nation, a ccnftitution and code of 
laws for their obfervance ; accompanied and fane- 
tioned with promifesot great rewards, and threats 
of fevere punifliments, as the confequeriCe of their 
obedience or difobedience. 

This conftitution, though the Deity himfelf was 
to be at its head, (and it is therefore called Ly po- 
liiical writers a Theocracy) could not be earned 
into execution but by means of his mii4fter.s ; Aa- 
ron and his fons were therefore commi.ffioned to 
be, with Mofes, the firft cftablilhed mlniilry of the 
new government. 

One would have thought, that the nppeintmcnt- 
of men who had diftinguiihed ihemfelves in pio- 
cu ring the liberty of the nation, and had haadrcV- 
ed their lives in optnly oppofing the will of a pow- 
erful monarch who would haveretained^riuit naddi 
in Uavery, might have been an appointment acoiopf- 
ab.le to a giateful people ; audith.'a^X ^ c.Ck^^^vv^^^>^^'. 
lamed fur rhcm by the D.k^ \C\xxvWi^, uxv^'^. ^^ 




Ih :*, -\inr h:ivc been fccuie of an iinii'crfal wef- 
c - ; :.:>p. Ylc tlicfe were, in every one of 

t" ■ i!."::ei.a tvibc^, f -*mf dilcontcnted reftlefs fpi- 
fr , win v'^rc c *ninually exciting them to rtjeft 
xh' f r j,' fut ::lw ^ neiTiment, and this from va- 

lA.i: SiA regained an aFTtction for Egypt, thi 
h%:v\ ( fth.^r r.r.nvjry, and Uiei'c^ wlienevcr they 
fuk ;in\ iiKunvLnicTitc or hardihip, though tbem* 
t'iriil :.n.i uii.ivoitiai)!? efiVft vi iheir change of fi- 
tiiaiinn^ excUurncd njjauut their leaders as the au- 
tli'.^rs c'f their trouble ; and were not only for re- 
tvuniiig inra Kv,ypt^ but f )r ftoning their deliver 
ers *. Thofe inelif^ed to idolatry were difplcafed 
that iheir golden calf was dcftroyed. Many of 
the chiefs thought the new conftirution might be 
injj'::;;s t.^ ili^ir pnrticular interefts, that the pro- 
find)!-: pl.iccs would be engrojfed by the famUm 
and J*i:nAs of Mojes and Aaron^ and I'thers equally ' 
\\'cv-h )rn (?AcIuded|. — In J fephus, and the Tal- 
mud, ue \z^\\\ Time partis- uiars, not fo fully narra- 
ted ill tiio fci ipture. We are there told, " that Co- 
rih \v;is ari^V;iiioa^ Ox^ tlie paellhood ; and offend- 
ed r;.;t ic was conferred on x\aron ; and this, as . 
\Yt h.ii', by the authority of Moles only, ivitbout 
tic' cz^Jcf't of the peof)!^. He acfufed Mofes of 
h?.'. '::-. 1 y vLirious artifices, fraudulently obtained 
the:-: vcriinr^nr, and d:|)rivcd the people of their 
i berries ; and (^f confpiring with Aaron to perpe- 
tuciie the tyranny in tlicir family. Thus, thou.^h 
Coiali's real ino:ive was the fupplanting of Aarnii, 
he peifuaded the people that lie meant only the 

\im>'nfr«, cl'.:\i«. xiv. 
f Nv.T.il»rr', rlia;>. -vi vf i . 3. '' A.i 1 t!icy .nthcrcd tUcmlcWe* tn'p-tlicr s^iJoft 
M<:i' s anct Auo.i, liwl T.iil iiiit<» tlieni, W r "v.t* to-i n>i,'-h «i«n vmr, (vTinq a'l riie 
uw r.-.'.-.ti'»»!« arc !n>l>, trver}' O^vc '*« tucvvj— .•y*\i«i..v«c ^«tk. V\\\. \« a? fourlfhc* 
«.'i7kr tin- C iJ«rfg.itun?'* 



ESSAYS. . 107 

r public good ; and they, moved by his infiniiations, 
began to cry out — " Let us maintain the common 
liberty of our refpetlive tribes ; we have freed our- 
felves from the Qavery impofcd upon us by the E-i 
gyptians, and (hall we fuft'er ourfelves to be made 
flaves by Mofes ? If we muft have a mafter, it 
were better to return to Pharaoh, who at ieall fed 
us with bread and onions, than to fcrve this new 
tyrant, who by his operations has brought us into 
danger of famine." Then they called in queftion 
the reality of his conference with God ; and object- 
ed to the privacy of the meetings, and the prevent- 

► ing any of the people from being prefect at the 
colloquies^ or even approaching the place, as 
grounds of great fufpicion. They accufed Mofes 
alfo oi peculation ; as embezzling part of the golden 
fpoons and the filver chargers, that the princes had 
offered at the dedication of the altar*, and the offer- 
ings of the gold of the common peoplef, as well as 
mod gf the poll tax \ 5 and Aaron they accufed of 
pocketing much of the gold of which he pretended 
to have made. a molten calf, Belides peculation, 
they charged Mofes with amNtiion; to gratify 
which paffion, he had, ihey faid, deceived the peo- 
ple, by promifmg to bring them to a knd flowing 
with milk and honey ; inflead of doing which, he 
had brought Xhtmfrom fuch a land ; and that he 
thought li.i^ht of this mifchief, provided he could 
make himlclf an abjolute prince ||. That, to fup- 

s^ port the new dignity with fplendor in his family, 
the partial poll-tax already levied and given tsp Aa^ 

* >fumb(T<', rlnp. vil, f Ex">;'««, di.ip. x\x\. t-.t. 22. 

■i t *"^''>'"'»<-'ri«. cliup. iii, and F.xo'ui, fliaji ^xx, 

II Numbers. dinj>. xvi. ver. 13, •' Is it a liuill ihii .f^ ilr.it thou h:i(l Srou^bt us op 
I9i!t of a IjiuI iliwiiii; wkli ni Ik" an I l.-inp.-, w kill uv in lUc wiliiciiict^, v.Tw:tV*.>^vi». 
jnalvC tli)iLlf attoiscii.ei: a i>iiuce jvcr u.?** 

Vol. lU 15. 




ton* was to be folio wctl hy a general oncf , which 
waulJ probably he auj;niciite.d from time to tlme^ 
if hu were iiillLTcd to ^o on pioniulgailng new 
liiws ini jirelence of new cccafuuiul revelations of 
the divine will» till tlieir wliolu tbrtunes were de- 
voured by that ariflocracy.'* 

Mofes -Jenied the charge of pecuiacion ; and 
his accufers were dcftitute of proufs tu lupport lE;^ 
though fiJcis^ if real, are in tlieir nature ci^pabl? of 
proot. '^ I have not," fuid hc^ (uith holy confi- 
dence in the prefence of God) ** I have nut taken 
from this people the v^ilue of an a^s^ nor done them 
any other injury," But his enemies had made the 
charge, and with fome faccefs among the popu- 
lace ; for no ki[id of accufatiun is fo readily made^ 
or caiily believed, by knaves, as the accufatioa of 
knavery. 

In fine, no lefs than two hundred and fifty oft he 
principal men, " famous in the congregation, men 
of renown J," heading and exciting the. mob, 
working them up to fuch a pitch of phrepfv, that 
they called out, ftone 'cm, ftone 'em, and thereby 
fecurc our libeiticsj; and let us choofe other cap- 
tains that may lead us back into Egypt, in cafe 
we do not Riccccd in reducing the Canaanites, 

On the whole, it appears that the Ifraelites were 
a people jealous of their newly acquired liberty, 
which jcaloufy was in itfelf no fault ; but that when 
they fullered it to be worked upon by artful men, 
pretending public good, with nothing really in , 
view but private inrereft, they were led to oppofe 
the eftablifliment of the new conllitution, where- 
bv they brought upon thcmfclvcs much inconve- 
nience and misfortune. It farther appears from 

« Numbers, cUp. iii. t V.xoAwi'i, c\.vy.. ^:t^ \ Nuxv^\*x^^,. m. 
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; fame ineftimable hift'ory, that when, after ma- 
njl ages, theconftitution had become old and much 
abufed, and an amendment of it was propofed, the 
populace, as they had accufed Mofes of the ambi- 
jtion of making himfclf a prince, and cried out, 
^ftone him, ftone him j fo, excited by their high- 
priefts and fcribes, they exclaimed againft the Mef* 
iiah, that he aimed at becoming king of the Jews, 
and cried, crucify hrm, cfucrfy him. From all . 
which we may gather, that popular oppofition to 
a public meafurcy is no prodf of its impropriety, 
even though the oppofition be exerted and head- 
ed by men of diilinftion* 

To conclude, I beg I may not be underftood to 
infer, that our gener.il convention was divinely in- 
fpired when it formed the new federal conftitution, 
merely becaufe that conftitution has been unrea- 
onably and vehemently oppofed : yet, I muft own, 
1 have fo much faith in the general government^ 
ot the world by Providence, that I can hardly' 
conceive a tranfaftion of fuch momentous import- 
ance to the welfare of millions now exi(ling> and 
to exift in the poderity of a great nation, lliouid 
be fuifered to pafs without being in feme degree, 
influenced, guided, and governed by that omnipo- 
tent, omniprefent and beneficent Ruler, in whom 
all inferior fpirits live> and move, and have theiR 
being. 
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THE INTERNAL STATE OF AMERICA, 

£cir/j M true Dcfcrijttion of the Intereft and Pohcj I 
cf that vajl Continent. \ 



THERF is ft traciition, that, in the planting of \ 
New L n;:i.tnd, the tirft fetlkrs met with raa- ^ 
ny diiiiculties vd hardfhips ; as is generally the 
cafe when a ci i i/-ed people attempt eftablifhing 
themfeives in a \vi Icinefe country. Being pioufly 
ili-fpofed, they f-'Ughr relief froin lieaven, by lav- 
ing their wants ;ind diltrelVcs before the Lord, m 
frequent fet days cf failing and prayer. Conftant ; 
meditation and difcourfc on thcfe fubjedts kept 
their minds gloomy and difcontented ; and, Irfee. j 
the children of Ifrael, there \vcT:e many difpofed to \ 
return to that Egypt which perfecution hud. induc- 
ed them to abandon. At length, when it was ; 
propofed in tlie aflembly to proclaim another faft, 
a farmer of plain fcnfe rofe, and remarked, that the 
inconveniences they lufFered,.and concerning which < 
lliey had fo often wearied heaven with their com- 
plaints, were not fo srcat as they might have ex- 
l)ected, and were diminifhing every day, as the en-- • 
lony ilrcngchcned ; tliat the earth began to reward 
their libour, and to furnifh liberally for their (ub- 
iiftencc ; that the feas and rivers were found full ' 
of fidi, the air fweet, and the climate healthy ; and, 
above all, that they were there in the lull enjoy- 
mcnt of iiberty, cwU and teWgiow^ \ \\^ \k^v^fore 
thoughty that r.fleains; and coTi>j^\^\v\^ ow v\.^^^ 
libjcas would be more comioi\^>^\^^ ^^ x^^^xn'^ 
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toore to make tTiem cotttented with their fituaticn; 
and that it would be more becoming the gratitude 
they owed tothe Divine Being, if, inltead ofafaflv 
they fhould proclaim a thank^iving. His advice 
was taken, and from that day to this they have, in 
every year, obfervcd circumftances of puWic feli- 
city fufficient to furnifh employment for a ihankf- 
giving dfty, which is therefore conftantly ordered, 
and' reiigioufly obferved. 

I fee in the public newfpapers of different ftates- 
frequent comiphitsot bard times, deadnejs of trade ^. 
Jcarcity of money, &c. &c. It is not my intention 
toaffert or maintain that thefe complaints are en- 
tirely without foundation. There can be no coun- 
try or nation exifting, in which there will not be 
fome people fo circumftanced as to find it hard to* 
gain a livelihood; people who are not in the way 
of any profitable trade, and with whom money is 
fcarce, becaufc they have nothing to give in ex- 
change for it; and it is always in the power of a 
fmirll number to make a great clamour. But let 
us take a cool view of the general flate of our af- 
fairs, and perhaps the profpcft will appear lefs 
gloomy than has been imagined. 

The great bufinefsof the continent is agriculture. 
For one artifan, or merchant, I fuppofe, we have^ 
atieaftcne hundred farmers, and by far the great- 
eft part cultivators of their own fenile lands, from^ 
whence many of them draw not only food necef- 
fary for their fubfiftence, but the materials of their 
cloathing, fo as to need very few foreifrn funplies ; 
while they have a furplus of produQ:lov\^^^;:k ^x^^'^^^^ 

cf, whereoy wealth if girdu3t\\Y 'i^^^^^^^'^^'^ * ^bv^^^ 
hj.s been ti^e goorlncfs of D\V\\\e.Vxo\\^vTs.'::.^'^^'^^ 
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lViC ilir:c or four years of hardftiip in the Ssd fat^ ' 
tit iitiu f'f oui- lathers hcre^ a famine or fcarciry 
lus never i>ccn liearil of ainongft us; on the con- 
tr.K)t llum^^h fonie years may have been more, and 
rthcvd 1 Js pUntifuJ, there Ims always been provi- 
ijuji ctu^u^Hi for ourJclves, and a quantity to fparc 
1^4 cxpo.liitiun. And although the crops of laft 
^'car wtTC general ly good, never was the farmer 
b t:«.r \\:'A Ibr the part he can fpare comoierce, 
v,bu\ii }ui iiilic^d piice currents abundantly teflify. * 
The Uiiciu he poa'jiUs are alfo continually rifingfiA , 
value with ih^i increnfe of population; and, on the I 
T/hole, he is enabled to give fuch good wages to ^ 
thofc v»hn Work forhira, that all who arc acquaint- 
ed with tlie old world mud agree, that in no part ; 
cf i: are the lubouiing poor lb generally well fed» 
.\vell clothed, wcUlodged, and well paid, as in the 
United States of America. 

If wc enter the cities, we find that^ fince the 
revoluiion, tl:e owners of houfes and lots of ground 
have lud their intereft vuftly augmented in value; 
rents have, rifen to imaftonifliing height, and thence 
encouragement to irxrcafe building, which gjiyes 
employment to an abundance of workmen, as docs . 
nlfo the incrcaled luxury and fpicndour of living 
f)f the ir.habir?.nts thus made richer. Thefe work- 
men all demand and obtain much higher wages 
than any other part of the v/oild csmld iifFord them, 
smd are paid in ready money. This raijk of peo- 
ple therdbre do no:, or ought not, to complain of 
hard times ; and ,they make a very conliderable 
part of the city inhabitants. 

At the diitc-nce 1 live from o\3it ^.vcvfixvc'xu ftChe- 
re I cannot fpeak of l\icm vjv\\v^->| ^^-^^^k5^ 
certainty y but i have notUc;.!^ v\.^ix\v^W.>^v. 
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tte valuable race of men employed in them h 
worfe paid, or that they meet with lefs fuccefs,thaa 
before the revolution- The whale-men, radeed 
have been deprived of one market for their oil j 
but another, I hear, is opening for them, which 
it is hoped may be equally advantageous ; and tbe> 
demand is conftantly increafing for their fperma- 
qeti candies, which theoe bear a. much higher price 
than formerly. 

There remain the merchants and ihop-keeperg. 
Of thefe, though they make but a fmall part of 
the whole nation, the number is confiderab le, too 
great indeed for the bufinefe they are employed 
ia; for the confumption of goods in every coun-» 
try has its limits ; the faculties of the people, that 
is, their ability to buy and pay, is equal only to jt. 
certain quantity of merchandife. If merchants, 
calculate amifs on their proportion and import too 
much, they will of courfo find, the fale dull for the 
overplus, and fome of tliem will fay that trade 
languiflieB. -They fliould, arid doubtlefs will, groW' 
wifer by experiencr, and import lefs. If too ma- 
ny artificers in rown, and farmers from the coun- 
try, flattering thcmfelvcs with the idea of leading 
cafier lives, turn fliop-kecpers, the whole natural 
quantity of that bufinefs divided among them all- 
may afford too fmall afliare for each, and cccafioa- 
complaints that trading h dead } thefe may alfo. 
fuppole that it is owing to fcarcity o§ money, v»hile 
in faft, it is not fo much from the fewncfs of buy- 
ers, as from the exceliive number of fcUers, that 
the mifchief arifes ; and, 'if every {hop-kecTjiast 
fcumep and mechanic vjovACl \^\x«viX^ "5^^^"^^ 
Us ploughiand workingAooV^v^^^'^^^^'^^^^'^'^ 
vjf widoY/Sy and oibcv woxcict\>ft\v:>^ -\A^^'vv\>iw 




enc for the bufincfsi. which might then aCbrd them* 
a comfortable maintenance. 

Whoever has travelled through the various part^ 
of Lurope, and obferved how fmallis the propor- 
tion of people in affluence or eafy circumftances^ 
there, compared with thofc in poverty and mifciy j. 
the few rich and haughty landlords, the multitude* 
of pocr, abjeft, rack-rented, tythe-paying tenants^ 
and half- paid and half-ftarved ragged labourers ; 
and views here the happy mediocrity that;fo gene->* 
rally prevails throughout thefe ftates, where the 
cultivator works for himftlf, and fupports his fa- 
mily in decent plenty ; will, mechinks, fee abun- 
dant reafon to blefs Divine Providence for the? 
evident and great difference in our favour, and be 
convinced that no nation known, to us enjoys a 
greater fliare of human felicity* 

It is true, that in feme of the ftates there are- 
parties and difcords ; but let us look back, and 
aflv if we were ever without them ? Such will exiib* 
wherever there is liberty ; and perhaps they help^ 
to preferve it. By the collifion of different fenti- 
ments, fparks of truth are ftruckout, and politicaL 
light is obtained.. The different faftions, which' 
at piefent divide us, aim all at the public good ;, 
the differences are only about the various modes* . 
of p oiiioiin.c; it. Tilings, anions, meafures, and . 
objeOs ot a 1 kinds, pr fent ihen^-felves to the minds 
of men in fiich a variety of lights, that it. is not 
poSble we fliould all think .'dike at the farne time 
on every fubj rft, when hardly the fame man retains- 
at ail liiBcs ihe lame ideas of it. Parities are there-- 
fore the con-imjii lot of humanity ; and ours a c by 
no means m'>re mifchievous or lefs beneficial iban: 
thofe ofodiGi' countries^ ii^uo3[\^,^\v<^v\tc^,^\iY>^^. 
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mg in the fame degrefe the great blefling of politi- 
Ciil liberty. 

Some indeed among iw are not fo mwch grieved 
for the prcfent ftate of our affairs, as apprehenfivc 
for the future. The growth of luxury alarms them, 
^ and thev think we are from that alone in the high 
road to ruin. They obferve, that no revenue id 
fufficient without oEconomy, and that the mollplen- 
tiful income of a whole people from the natural 
productions of their country may be difSpated in 
in vain and needlefs expences, and poverty be in- 
troduced in the place of affluence. — This may be 
pofiible. It however rarely happens: fer there- 
feems to be in evciy nation a greater proportion 
ofinduftry and frugality, which tend to enrich^ 
than of idlenefs and prodjgi.lity, which occafion 
poverty ; fo that u[)on the whole th^re is a conti- 
nual accumulation. Reflect what Spain, Gaul,, 
Germany, and Brittiin were in the time of the Ro* 
mans, inhabited by people little richer than our 
avages, and confidei the wealth they at prefent 
pnff-fs, in numerous well-built fciries, improved 
farms, rich moveables, magazines Uockcd wiih va- 
luable laianufadures, to fay nothing of plate. jewels^, 
and coined money ; and ail this, notwithftaading 
their bad, vvaflcful, plundering governments, and. 
their mad deftruftive wars ; and yet luxury and 
extravagant living has never fuffered much reftiaint 
in thofe countries. Then confider the great pro- 
portion of induArious frugal farmers inhabiting the- 
interior parts ot'thefei\mercjin dates, and cf whom 
the body of our nation confifts, and judge whether 
it is pofiible that the luxury of our fen-ports can be 
fufficient to ruinfuch a country*-lf l\\^\^^J^^v^^»^ - 
offoreiga iuxurics could mm a ^<io^\ev ^^^^^^"^^ 
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probably have been ruined long ago ; for the Bri- .^ 
tlih nation claiiiicd a right, and praftifed ir, of im- ** 
P')rtin.cc among usn r only thefuperfluities of their 
own pioduftion, b::: thofe of every nation under .i 
heaven ; *ve bough, and confumed them^ and yet 
we fl')u.ilhc(l and grew rich. At prefent our in- 
di'pcndtnc gncninieuts may do what we could not 
ibtM) do, dif^'juragc by heavy duties, or prevent 
bv heavy probibitions, fuch importations^ and 
tlicicby grow richer; — If, indeed, which may ad- ^ 
niic of (iifputc, the ucfire of adorning ourfelves 
with fine clouthes, poffjiliug fine furniture, with e- ; 
Icgaiit hnufes, &c. is not, by ftrongly inciung ta ■ 
lab )ur and induilry, the occafion of producing a 
greater value than is confumed in the gratification : 
of that dcfire. 

The agriculture and fiflieries of the United 
States arc the great fources of our increafing wealth* 
He that puts a feed into the earth is'recompenfed, 
perhaps by receiving fo'ty out of it ; and he who 
draws a fifli out of our water, draws up a piece of . 
filver. 

Let us (and there is no doubt but we fhall) be 
attentive to thefe, and then the power of rivals^ , 
wiih all their reftrainiii^ and prohibiting adls, can- 
not much hurt us. We are fons of the earth and 
feas, and, like Anttxus in the fable, if in wrcftling 
with a Hercules we now and then receive a fall,, 
the touch of our parents will communicate to u& 
frefli ftrengdi and vi^jour to renew the conteft.. 
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INFORMATION TO THOSE WHO WOULD 
REMOVE TO AMERICA. 

MANY perfons in Europe having, dire£i:Iy or 
by letters, expreffed to the writer of this, 
who is well acquainted with North America, their 
defire of tranfporting and eftablifliing themfelves 
in that country; but who appear to him to have 
formed, through ignorance, miftaken ideas and ex- 
pedations of what is to be obtained there ; he. 
thinks it may be ufeful, and prevent inconvenient 
^xpenfive, and fruitlefs removals and voyages of 
improper perfons, if he gives fome clearer and tru- 
er notions of that part of the world, tlian have hi- 
therto prevailed. 

He nnds it imagined by numbers, that the in- 
habitants of North America are rich, capable of 
rewarding, and difpofed to reward, all forts of in- 
genuity ; that they are at the fame time ignorant 
of all th;f*fciences, and confequently that ftrangers 
pcffefTing talents in the belles-lettres, fine arrs^ &c. 
mult be highly cfteemed, and fo well paid as to 
become eaiily rich themfelves ; that there arc alfo 
abundance of profitable offices to be difpofed of, 
which the natives are not qualified to fill ; and 
that having few perfons of family among them^ 
ftrangers of birth mufl be greatly refpeded, and 
of couife eafijy obtain the beft of thofe offices, 
which will make all their fortunes ; that the go- 
vernments, to encourage emigration from Eu- 
rope, not only pay the expence of their pcrfonal 
traufportacion, but give hinds gratis to ftran^er?^ 
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with negroes to work for them, utenfils of huf- ^ 
bandry, and (locks of cattle. Thefe are all wild I 
imai^inations ; and thofe who go to America with 
expectations founded upon them, will furely fiud 
themftlves difappointed. 

The truth is, that though there arc in that coiin* 
try few people fo iniftrable as the poor of Europe^ 
there arc alio few that in Europe would be called 
rich : it is rather a general happy "mediocrity thai 
prevails. There are few great proprietors of the 
foil, and few tenants ; moll people cultivate their 
own lands, or follow fome hindicraft or niercban- 
dife ; very few rich enough to live idly upon their 
rents or incomes, or to pay the high prices given 
in Europe, for painting, ftatucs, architedlurcaiti* 
the other works of art that are mor^ curious^tban 
ufeful. Hence the natural geniufes that have ari*- 
fen in Amtirica, with fuch talents, have uniformly 
quitted that countiy for Europe, where they can 
be more fuitably rewarded. It is true that lettert 
and mathematical knowledge are in efteem thefe, 
^but they are at the fame time more comnffon chaii 
is apprehended ; there beiiig already cxifting nine 
colleges, or univerfities, viz. four in New- England, 
and one in each of the provinces of New- York, 
New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virgir 
nia, all furnifhed with learned profcfTors ; befides 
a number of fmal'er academies : thefe educate ma* ' 
ny of iheir youth in the Imguages, and ihofe fci- 
ences that qualify men for the proft^flious of <iivi- . 
n'ty, law, orphyfic. Strangers indeed are by no 
means excluded from execciiiMg ihufe profeffions ; 
nnd the quick incrcafe of inhabitants every \djiene i 
/jlves them a chance o£ em\\oy , \^\\\Ocv \^^>5 Vw^ 
in common with the uauve^. Ot cyV\\q«v^»^^ 
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employments, there are few ; no fuperfluotis ones 
as in Europe ; and it is a rule eftablilhed in feme 
t)f the ftiUes, that no office fliould be fo profitable 
as to make it defirable* Tbe 36th article of the 
<:onftitution of Pennfylvaniarunsexprefsly inthefe 
words : •* As every freeman, to prefcrve his inde- 
pendence, (if he hasnot afufficient eftate) ought to 
tiave fome profeffion, calling, trade, or farm, where- 
by he may honeftly fubfift, there can be no ncceffi- 
ty for^ nor ufe in, eftablifhing offices of profit; the 
ufual defedts of which are dependence aad fervility^ 
iinbecoming freemen, in the pofTefTors and expec- 

' tants; fa£lion, contention, corruption,. and difor- 
der among tbe people. Wherefore, wherever an 
office, through increafe of fees or otherwifc, be- 
comes fo profitable as to occafion many to apply 
for ir, the profits ought to be leflened by the kgii- 
iature/' 

Thefe ideas prevailing more or lefs in all tbe 
United States, it cannot be worth any man's while, 
who has a means of living at home, to expatriate 
himfelf in hopes of obtaining a profitable ci\il of- 
fice in America ; and as to military offices, they 
are at an end with the war, the armies being dif- 
banded. Much lefs is it advifeable for a p^rfon to 
go thither, who has no other quality fo recommend 
him but his birth« In Europe, it has indeed its va- 
lue ; but it is a commodity thatcamiot be carried ' 
to a woife market than to that of America, where 
people do not enquire concerning a ftrangr, fVbat 
is be? but IV bat can be do ? If he has any ufeful 
f rt, he is welcome ; and if he exercifes it, and be- 
haves \;rell, he wjll be ref\}eaLtd Xi'j ^ x^^^ ^V ^^>^ 
him ; hat a mere rafttrtii^vv^\vx5|t^"^^ T^<v*^^ "^ 

counr wants to live upon \V\eTkV3L\>\Vc\i^ ^qvsxr. ^>» 
Vol. U. ^ L 
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fa that they have no need of the patronage of great 
men ; and every one will enjoy fecurely the profits 
of his induftry. But if he docs not bring a fortune 
with him, he miiH work and be induftrious to live. 
One or two years refidence give him all the rights 
of a citizen ; but the government docs not at pre- 
ftnt, whatever it may have dene in former timeff, 
hire people to become fetlers, by playing their 
paffages, giving land, negroes, utenfils^ ftock, or 
any other kind of emolument whatfoever. In* 
iJivort, An-ierica is the land of labour, and hy no 
means what the Englifh call Liihhertand^ and the 
French Fays de Cocagne, where the ftreets are faid' 
to be payed wich half-peck loaves, the houfe& tiled- 
with pancakes, and where thefowk fly about rea- 
dy roatted', crying, Come eat ine ! 

Who then are the kind of perfons to whom an 
emigration to America would- be advantageous ?* 
And what are the advantages they may reafona- 
ably expeft ? 

Land being cheap in that country from the vaft 
forefts ftill void of inhabit ant?, and not likely to be 
occupied in an age to come, infomuch that the 
property of an hundred acres of fertile foil full of 
wood may be obtained near the frontiers, in many 
places, for eight or ten guineas, hearty young la- 
bouring men, who underftaiid the hulbandry of 
corn and cattle, which is nearly the fame in that 
country as in Europe, may ealily eftablifii them- 
felves there. A little money faved of the good 
wages they receive there while they work for o- 
thers, enables them to buy the land and begin their 
plantation, in which they are aflifted by the good- 
will of their neighbours, and fome credit. Mv^ld- 
tudes cf poor people from ¥-v\^\^udiA't€i'sccA>'^^'^'^ 
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land, and Germany, have by this means in a fe^tr 
years become wealthy farmers, who in their ou'a - 
countries, whrre all thelands are fully occupied aj;dd 
the wages of labour kjw, could never have emerg-fed 
from the mean condition wherein they were born. 

From the laiubriiy of the air, the healihinefs of 
the climate, the plenty of good provifions, and 
the tncoura^ ement to early marriages, by the cer- 
lainiy of fiibfiftence in cultivaung the earth, the 
incrcafe of inhabitants by natural generation is . 
very rapid in America, and becomes ftUl more fo» 
by the acceffion of ftrangers ; hence there is a con- 
tinual demand for more artiHins of all the ncceffa- » 
ry and iifciul kinds, to fupply thofe cultivators of 
theeaith with houfes, and with furniture and uten- 
fiis of the /^n fler forts, which cannot fo well be- 
brought from Europe. Tolerably good workmen 
in any of thi>fe mechanic arts, are fure to find am- 
ple y, and 10 be well paid for their work there be- 
ing no rtftraints pjwenting ftrangers from exercif* 
ing any ait they underHand, nor any permiffion 
neceirury. If they are ptuir, they begin firft as fer- 
vants or journey jv.cn ; :\nd if they are fober, indu-- 
ilriojs, Knd frugal, rhcy foon become mafters, e- 
. itablifh tl.emfclves in bufinefs, marry, raife fami^ 
lies, anJ lecoLiie refpeclable citizens. 

Alio, perions of *a:)derate Tortunes and capitals^ 
who having a number of children to provide for, 
are d^jfirous of bringin'^: them up to inJudry, 
and to fecure eft.ues for. their p )fteriry, have i 
opportuaities of doing it in America, which Eu- 
rope docs not afford. There they may be taught 
:ind pradik profitable mechanic arts without in- , 
curving dif^race on llc\c\l ^ceowv^\. % \y^x. ^^ >^^ 
coatrdry acqiiiringrefpeab^ ^vxcVv^W^^^^ 
fmuU Jpiuls laid oui Vu \^tv^^. ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 



cdmc-more valuable by the increafe* of people, afl 
ford a folid profpeft of ample fortunes tfaereaiftcV 
for thofe children. The writer of this has khbWA 
fe veral inllances of large trads of land,' bbught M 
what was then the frontier o]F Pennfylvania, f6t 
ten pounds per hundred acre^, which, after twen- 
ty years, when the fettlcmetirs had been extended 
far beyond them, fold readily, without 'any im- 
provement made upon them, for three tiouhds pet 
acre. The acre in America is the fame with thfe 
Englifti acre, or the acre of Normandy. 

Thofc who deiire to undcrftand the ftate of go- 
vernment in America, would do well to read the 
conftitutions of the feveral ftates, and the articles 
of confederation that bind the whole together for 
general purpofes, under the direftion of one aflem- 
biy, called the Congrefs. Thefe conftitutions have 
been printed, by oider of Congrefs, in America ; 
two editions of them have alfo been printed in 
London ; and a good tranflation of them into 
French, has lately been publilhcd at Paris. 

Several of the princes of Europe having of late, 
from an opinion of advantage to arife by produc- 
ing all commodities and manufadlurcs within their 
own dominions, fo as to dimini/h or render ufelefs 
their importations, have endeavoured to entice 
workmen from other countries, by high falaries^ 
privilege-^:, &c. Many pcrfons pretending to be 
IkilleJ in various great manufaftures, imagining 
that America muft be in want of them, and that 
the C' ngrefs would probably bedifpofed to imitate 
the princes ubpve mentioned, have igtQ^.cfedv^ ^^ 
over, en condition of haVwi"?; xV.^vt \n*2>!^.'^'^^^- "S^*^^^ 
Linds given ^ falarics appo\Vxiei,^i-^^^^"^^'v^'^'^^'^| 
/orreri7is Df>'eai3, &-c. Suc\\ V^^:^'^^^ •> o^^-^ 
' 1. a 
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nncc, C^c. necelTciriry charged by tlie merchant 
And it is the nime with every oih«r mechanic art. 
Hence it is, that artii'ans gene rally live better siAd 
moiceafily in Amcrkaihan in Europe; and fuck 
as are good oeconomiils make a comfortable pro- 
viticm for age, and for their children. Such may, 
therefore, remove with advantage to America. 

In the old iong-fettled countries of Europe, all 
arts, trades, profellions, farms, &c. are fo full, that 
it is difticuk for a poor man who has children to 
place them where they may gain, or Icjirn to gain, 
a decent livehhood. The artifans, who fear cre- 
ating future rivals in bufmefs, refufe to take ap- 
prentices, but upon conditions of money, mainte- 
nance, or the like, which the parents are unable 
to comply with. Hence the youth are dragged up 
in ignorance of every gainful art, and obliged to 
become loldiers, or fervants, or thieves, for a fub- 
fiftcnce. In America, the rapid increafe of inhabi- 
tants lakes away that fear of rivalihip, and artifans^ 
v/illiniTly receive apprentices from the hope of pro-r 
fit by their labour, during the remainder of the 
time ilipulated, after they fhall be inftrudled. 
Kence it is eaCy for poor families to get their chil- 
dren inftrufted ^ for the artifans are fo defirous of 
apprentices, that many of them will even give mo- 
ney to the paients, to have boys fr^m ten to fifce-tD 
years of age bound apprentices to them, till the 
a.(^e of cweiuy-on-e; and many poor parents have, 
b> that means, on their arrival in the country, raif- 
ed money enough to buy land fufficient toeftablifl> 
thervifthe:., and to fublift the reft of their family 
ky n;j^'i'-u!fure. Tliele couu^Ols v^i v.^^vGutices ^ 
a;i? nrndQ before a tt/ci-^ i\x^v<i, n^Vlo \tv,\iN.'2.v^% x\\^ 
ii:rccn'icnt according to ve2.?ow ^tvi >.>aV\vq.^% ^^^^, 
iiving la view tbe lovmwv.w^^ >- 



ESSAY*.. 127 

Citizen, obliges the iraftcr ro engage by a written 
indenture, not only that, during the time of fervicc' 
ftipulatcd, the apprentice fhallbe duly provided 
Ayith meat, t^rink, apparel, wafhing,. and lodgihg^ 
and at its expiration with a complete new fuit of 
clothes, but alfo that he ihall be taught to read, 
write, and caft accoiuits ; and that he (hall be well 
inftruded in the art or profti3ion of his mafter, op 
fome other, by which he may afterwards gain a 
livelihood, and be able in his tu^rn to raife a,fanji- 
ly. A copy of this indenture is given to the ap- 
prentice or his friends, and ihe magiftrate keeps a* 
record of it, to whkh recourfc may be had, in cafe 
of failure by the mafter in any point of perform - 
aiice. This defixe among the mafters to have more 
hands employed in working for them, induces 
them to pay rhepafTages of young perfons, of both 
fcxes, who, oa their arrival, agree to ferve thcn> 
one, two, three, or four years : thofe. who have al- 
ready learned a tnide, agreeing for a fliorter term^ 
in proportion to their fl^ill, and the confequcnt 
immediate value of their fcrvice ; and thofe who- 
havc none, arjeeing for a lonj^er term, in confidera- 
tion of being taught an arc their poverty would not: 
permit them r« acquire in their own country. 

The almolt general mediocrity of fortune that 
prevails in America, obliging its people to follovr 
fome bufincfs for fubfiftence,. thofe vices that rife 
ufually from idknefs,. are in a great mcafure pre- 
vented. Iriduftry and conftant employaient are 
great prefervatives of the morafe and virtue of a na- 
tion. Hence bad examples to youth are more ra^e- 
in America, which muft be a cotxYfoTVaSA^^^*^*^^^^ 
a,tjon to parents. To this m^^ \i^ v\\:\^ ^^^^^-^ 
tbdt {erious religion, under \u v^t\ow^ ^^^oxssx^^ 




tion?, is not only tolerated, but rcfpeiftcd and prar- 
t\i'e^. Atlieifm is unknown there; infidelity rare 
a:ui lecrct ; fo that pcrfons may live to a great age 
in il\i\i country uitliout having their piety fhocked 
by meeting either with an athieft or an infidel. 
And the Divine Being fcems to have manifeited 
hi') appiob.ition of the mutual forbearance and 
kl.idnei's uiih which the different fects treat each 
otiicr, by ihe rcm:»Tkable profpcrity with which 
he hus beon pleafed to favour the whole country. 

FINAL SPEECH OF DR. FRANKLIN m 
THii LATE FEDERAL CONVENTION*. 



MR. PRESIDENT, 

! CONFESS that I do not entirely approve oC 
this confticuritm. at prefent : but. Sir, I am not 
Aire I fhall never approve it ; for having lived long;,, 
I have experienced many inllanccs of being oblig* 
cd by better irformation, or further confideration,^ 
to change opinions even on important fubjeds,. 
which I once thought right, but found to be other- 
wife. It is, therefore, that the older I grow, the 
more apt I am to doubt ray ow-n judgment^ and 
to pay more refped to the judgment of othjers* 
Moll men, indeed, as well as mod fefts of religion^ 
think therafelves in poffeflion'of all truth, and that 
whenever others differ from them, it is fo far error, 

♦■ OnrrMdnsfJir alriibinsr this (p<'rrh to Dr FnnVliji* are internni eri^nre, 
anri rt: haviiiji jpprnioi ^vll!l his naiiu*, during ius 11^ uxnc, uncuniraUiiilcj, i« au 
Amcr'hdi jic/j'';;i'-jl yublicalbn. * 



Steel, a proteftant, in a dedication, tells the pope, 
that " the only difFerence between our two church- 
es, in their opinions of the certainty of their doc- 
trines, is, the Rorniih church is inftillible, and the 
church of England never in the wrong." But, 
though many private perfons think alqioft as high- 
ly of their own infallibility as of that of their fedt, 

• few exprefs it fo naturally as a certain French la- 
dy, who, in a little difpute with her fifter, faid, I 

'. don't know how it happens, iift^r, but I meet with 
nobody but myfdf that is always in the right. // 
tCy a qus mot qui a toujours raifon. In thefe fenti- 

j. Clients, Sir, I agree to this conftitution, with all its 
faults, if they are fuch; becaufe I think a general 

^ government neceffiiry for us, and there is no form 
of government, but what may be a bleffing^ if well 
adminiftered'; and I believe fmher, that this is 
likely to be well adminiftered for a courfe of years, 

■ and can only end in defpotifm, as other forms have 
done before it, when the people Ihall become fo 
jjprrupted as to need defpotic government, being 
incapable of any other. I doubt too, whether a- 
ny other convention we can obtain, may be able 
to make a better conftitution. For when you af- 

^ femble a number of men, to have the advan- 
tage of their joint wifdom, you affemble with 

r thofe men, all their prejudices, their paflions, 
therr errors of opinion, their local interefts, and 
their felfifli views. From fuch an alTembly can a 

^ perfed: production be expcfted ? It therefore afto- 
nifties me. Sir, to find this fyftem approaching fo 
near to perfection as it does; and I think it will 

^aftonifli our enemies, who are waiting with confi- 
dence, to hear that our councils are confouaded^ 
like thofe of the builders of Bab^Aow^ :^\x*\ \\\^\.^^^ 
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ftnfcs arc nn the point of reparation^ only to meet 
hcrcitr:cr lor the purpofc cf cutiing each other's 
throats. 

Thus I confcnt, Sir, to tliis conllitution, becaafe 
I expert no better, anJ becaufel am not fuic that 
this is ni)t the bert. 7'hc opinions I have had of 
its errors, I fuCrifice to the public good. I have 
never whifpercd a fyllableof them abroad. With- 
in tliefe walls they were born ; and here they ihall 
die. If every one of us, in returning to our con- 
ftituents, were to report the objedions he has had 
to it, and endeavour to gain partifans in fupport of 
them, we might prevent its being generally receiv- 
ed, and thereby lofe all the falutary eflfedts and 
great advantages refuliing naturally in our favour 
among foreign nations, as well as among ourfelvet, 
from our real and apparent unanimity. Much of 
the ftrength or efficiency of any government, in 
procuring and fcxruring happincfs to the people, 
depends on opinion ; on the general opinion of the 
goodnefs of that government, as well as of the w^ 
dom and integrity of its governors. 

I hope, therefore, that for our own fakes as a 
part of the people, and for the fakeof ourpofterity> 
we Ihall a6t heartily and unanimoully in recom- 
mending this conftitution, wherever our influenee 
may extend, and turn our future thoughts and en- 
deavours to the means of having it well adminl- 
(lered. 

On the whole. Sir, I cannot help exprejlinflt a 
wiih, that every member of the convention, who 
may (lill have objedions, would with me on this 
occasion, doubt a little of his own .infallibility,) 
and, to make manifcft our unanimicy, put his name 
to this iuftrument. 
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[The motion was then made for adding the laft 
formula, viz. 

Done in Convention, by the unanimous confent, 
&c. which was agreed to, and added accordingly, j 



SKETCH OF AN ENGLISH SCHOOL, 



Tor the Confiddration of the Trujiees of the Phila-* 
delphia ^cademy^. 

IT is expeftcd that every fcholar to be admitted 
into this fchool, be at leasable to pronounce 
.and divide the fyllables in reaaing, and to write 
'a legible hand. None to be received that are un- 
,der years of age. 

^ - FIRST, OR LOWEST CLASS. 

Let the firft clafs learn the Englifti Grammar 
rules, and- at the fame time let particular care be 
'ta1<cnto improve them in orthography. Perhaps 
the latter is bed done by pairing the fcholars ; 
two of thofe neareft equal in their fpel!ing to be 
put together. Let thefe ftrive for victory ; each 
propounding ten words every day to the other. to 
be fpclled. He rhat fpells truly moll of ihe othei's 
words, is vidor for that day ; he that is viclor mod 
days in a month, to. obtain a prize, a pretty neat 
'bwk^of'fjme kind, ufeful in their fufiire ftudies. 
This method fixes the attention of children extrrrte. 

* iTIii* fi'ece dicf mn: crt«np tn liarfil til! tlic voTumc \\\.\ \>?«x\ \<ivcvc ^wrv? -vvxV*. v*'^"^* 
Tl>;<: WIS t!ie ci c aWu with It vrrxl oihcr va^^^s, vau\ u.w^Jk ViC <iux 'a^^V'W \'^'' "^^^ 
(le.rc't ^hM may ipitcAT in Uicirranjeii^fut. 
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ly to ilie oaliQgrapliy of ivords, and makes thtm 
gonJ Jpelk-rs very carty. It is a Ihiime for a m^n to 
bcffj ii^no;:inr of thislitileart, in his own language, 
as) to be perpetually confounding words of like 
found and diflVrcnt fignilications ; the confciouf- 
nefs of w hich defccl makes fome men, otherwife 
of good learning and underftanding, averfe to writ- 
ing even a common letter. 

Let the pieces read by the fcholars in this clafs 
he Ihort ; fiich as Graxal's fables and Utile flories. 
In giving the leifon, let it be read to them ; let the 
meaning of the dillicult words in it be explained 
to them ; and let them con over by themfelves be- 
fore they are called to read to the matter or uftier; 
who is to take particular care that ihcy do not read 
too faft, and that they duly obferve the ftops and 
paufes. A vocabulary of the mod ufual difficult 
words might be formed foriheirufe, with explana- 
tions; and they mijju daily get a few of thofe words 
and explanations by heart, which would a liirle 
exercife their memories ; or at Icaft they might 
write a number of them in afmall book for the p^r- 
pofe, wliich would help to fix the meaning of thofe 
words in their minds, and at the f^ime time fuinifh 
every one Vv^ith a Utile dictionary for his fufure ufe« 

THE SrcOND CLASS 

To be taught reading with attcnricii, and witli 
proper mod ulntions of the voice; according to the 
fciuimcr.t and faljccl. 

Some Kiort p'eocs, nc- crcceciing the kngth of 

a SpccliUor, to be given ihis clafs for Icff-ns f ai d ■ 

[om2 of tliC ccifirr S^xttat* -rs wo'.jld be very fuita- ^ 

ble for ihc purprfeY 'v\Ato\c*X.tvs \-:\\'^VxV.^ vy:. *! 

en every ni^ht us turks > \Vx k\\o\?A^-\o VV>i^n ^vwxv \ 
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argainft the mormng. Let it then be required of 
them to give an account, fiift of the parts of fpeech, 
and conflrudion of one or two fentences. This* 
Avill oblige them frequently to recur to their gram- 
mar, and fix its principal rules in their memory. 
Next, of the intention of the writer, or the fcope 
of the piece, the meaning of each fentence, and* 
of every uncommon word. This would early ac- 
quaint them with the meaning and force of words, 
and give them that moft ncceflary habit, of read- 
ing with attention. 

The mafter then to read the piece with the pro- 
per modulations of voice, due emphafis, and fuita- 
ble adion, where adtion is required ; and put thcr 
youth on imitating his manner. , ^-j ' 

W here the author has ufed an expreflion not the;. 
Befl, let it be pointed out ; and let his beauues lie ■ 
particularly remarked to the youth. 

Let the leffons for reading be varied, that the 
youth maybe made acquainted with good ftyles of' 
all kinds in profe and verfe, and the proper-man- 
ner of reading each kind — fjraetimes a well-tokl 
ftbry, a pricce of a farrncn, n gcncritl'e rpe*?ch to his 
foldiers, a fpeech in a tragedy, fome part of a co- 
medy, an ode, a fatire, a letter, blank verfe, Hudi*- 
braftic, heroic, &c. But let fuch leflbns be chofen 
for reading, as contain fome ufeful inftruftion, 
whereby the underftanding or morals of the youth 
may at the fame time be improved. 

It is required that they ihould firft ftudy and 
underftand the leffons, before they are put upon 
reading them properly ; to which end t^jcVs. V^^-^ 
fliould have an Englifli di&\ot\^T^ , \o V^^\ivK^ ^- 
ver difficahies. When ourbo^s \^^d Yx^^v^^» 
lis, ive are apt to imagine tV\c^ viiv^ex^^'^^ ^^^ 
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ihey read, becaule we do, and becaufe it i$ their 
mother tongue. But tlicy often read, as parrots 
fpcik, knowing little or nothing of the meaning. 
And it is impoinble a rcfader iliould give ihc due 
in-^Julation to hij voice, and pronounce properly^ 
UDlefs his unJcrftanding goes before his tongue, 
and makes l:iai mailer of the feniimcnt, Accuf- 
toming btiys to read alowd vhat they do not firft 
underlt'ind, is the caufc ot' thofe even fet tones fo 
common among readers, which when they have 
once got a habit of ufmg, they find fo difficult to 
correft ; by wliich means, among fifty readers we 
fcarcely fin i a good one. For want of good read- 
ing;., pieces pubiilhed with a view to infltiencc the 
aniiulbof men, for their own or the public benefit, 
lofe half theii force. Were there but one good 
leader in a neighbourhood, a public orator might 
be heard throughout a nation with the fame ad- 
vantages, and have the fame cS^Gt upon his au- 
dience, as if they flood within the leacjbk of his 
voice* 

THE THIRD CLASS 

To be taught fp;iakirtg yiOijcAy wfia gr-acefully ; 
Vhich is near a-kin to good reading, and naturally 
follows it in the ftudies of youth. Let the fcholars 
of this clafs begin with learning the elements of 
rhetoric from fome fliort fyllem, fo as to be able to 
give an account of the mod ufeful tropes and fi- 
gures. Let all their bad habits of fpeJiking, all 
ofiences againft good grammar, all corrupt or fo- 
reign accents, and all improper phrafes, be pointed 
out to them. Short fpeeches from the Roman or 
other hillory, or. from the parliamentary debates, 
might be got by heart, and delivered with the 
ptoper adion, &c. S^peficViw^t\dk«»*»i\«iwix\i^flL 
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tragedies and comedies (avoiding things that could 
injure the morals of youth) might likewiiTe be got 
by rote, and the boys cxercifed in delivering irr 
ading them ; great care being taken to form their 
manner after the trueft models. 

For their farther improvement, and a little tt> 
vary their ftudies, let them now begin to read hit 
tory, after having got by heart a fhort table of the 
principal epcchas in' chronology. They may be- 
gin with Rollings ancient and Roman hiftories, and 
proceed at proper hours, as they go through the 
fcibfequent claffes, with the beft hiftories of our 
own nation and colonies,- Let emulation be cx^ 
cited among the boys, by giving, weekly, little 
prizes, or- other fir.alt encouragements, to thofe 
who are able to givethe befl account of what theyT 
have read, as to times, places, nnmes ofperfons, 
&c. Ihis will make them read with attentioni 
and imprint the l.iftory well in their memories: 
In remarking on the hiftory, the m after will have 
fine opportunities of inftillinginftrucftion of various 
kinds, and improving the morals, as well as the ' 
underftandingf, of youths 

The natural and mechanic hiftory, contained ia 
the Spe£tack d^ la Nature^ might alfo be begun in 
this clafs, and continued through the fubfequent 
clafles, by orher books of the fame kind ; for, next 
to the knowledge of duty, this kind of knowledge 
is certainly the moft: ufeful, as well as the moft en- 
tertaining. The merchant n)ay thereby be ena- 
bled better to underftand many commodities in 
trade; the handicraftman to improve his bufinefs 
by new inftruments, mixtures and materials; and 
frequently hints are given for ncvi \x\^\\.\&dfiL>^xtL% 
or vne.iv methods, of impTov\rv^ \^ivd^ xX.'^^y. to^v^ >% 
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fist on foot greatly to the advantage of the coua« 
trj. 

THE FOURTH CLASS 

To be taught compofition. Writing one's own 
language well, is the next neceflary accomplilh- 
ment after good fpcaking. It. is the writing-ma* 
iter's bufinels to take care that the boys make fair 
charafters, and place them ftraight and even in the 
lines : but to form their ftyle, and even to take 
care that the ftops and capitals are properly difpol- 
cd, is the part of the Englifh mafter. The boys 
fliould be put on writing letters to each other on 
any common occurrences, and on various fubjeds, 
imaginary bufmefs, &c. containing little ftories, 
accounts of their late reading, what parts of au- 
thors pleafe them, and why ; letters of congratula- 
tion, of compliment, of requeft, of thanks, of re- 
commi^fidation, of admonition, of confolation, ex- 
poftulatiori, excufe, &c. In thefe they fhould 
be taught to exprefs themfelves clearly, concifely 
and naturally, without aflFccled words or high-flown 
phrafes. All their letters to pafs through the 
matter's hand, who is to* point out the faults, ad- 
vifc the correftions, and commend what he finds 
right. Some of the befl: letters publiflied in our 
own language, as Sir William Temple's, thofe of 
Pope and his friends, and fome others, might be fet 
before the youih as models, thtir beauties pointed 
out and explained by the mafter, the letters them- - 
fclves tranfcribed by the fcholar. 

Dr. Johnfon's Ethices Elemental or Firfl; Princi- 
*plcs of Morality, may now be read by the fcholars, . 
• and cxphiincd bv the mafter, to lay a folid founda- 
tion of v/itue and pitty m v\\e\t m\uds. And as 
t^jls cMs continues the icvid\v\£ ol\i\^o\>j A^v\:v\^\». 
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now, at proper houn, receive fomc farther inftruc* 
lion in chronology^, and in that part of geography 
(from the mathematics mailer) which is necefla* 
ry to undcrftand the maps and globes. They 
Ihould alfo be acquainted with the modem namet ^ 
of the places they find mentioned in ancient wri-. 
ters. The exercifes of good reading, and proper . 
fpeaking ftill continued at fui table times. 

FIFTH CLASS 

To improve the youth in compofition, they may- 
now. belides continuing to write letters, begin to 
write little effays in profe, and fometimes in verfe; . 
not to make them poets, but for this reafon, that 
nothing acquaints a lad fo fpeedily with variety of . 
expreflion, as the neceffity of finding fuch words ^ 
and phrafes as will fuit the meafure, found and . 
rhime of verfe, and at the fame time well cxprefs 
the fentiment. Thefe. effays Ihould all pafs under- 
the matter's eye, who will point out their faults;, . 
and put the writer on correding them. Where ; 
the judgment is not ripe enough for farming. new . 
effays, let the fentiments of a Speftator be given,- 
and required to be clothed in the fcholar's own 
words ; or the circumftance of fome good ftory ; , 
the fcholar to find expreflSon. Let them be put 
fometimes on abridging a paragraph of a diflrufe 
author : fjmetime on dilating or amplifying what - 
is wrote more clofely. And now letDr. Johnfon's 
Noetica-, or Firft Principles of Human Knowledge, , 
coniRining a logic, ©r art of rcafoning &c. be read 
by the youih, and the difficulties that may occur 
to them be explained by the mafter. The readiitg 
of hiftory, and the exercifes of good rcadicv^^'cA^ 
jull fpeaking, ftill couimwd^ 
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SIXTH C>LAS$; 

lb this clafs, befides continuing the fludies of the 
preceding in hiftory, rhetoric, logic, moral and na- 
tural philofophy, the beft Engliflb authors may be 
read and explained ; as Tillotfon, Milton, Locke^ 
Addifon, Pope, Swift, the higher papers in the 
Spedlaror and Guardian, the bcft tranflations of 
Homer,. Virgil and Horace^ of Telemachus, Tra- 
vels of Cyrus, &c. 

Once a year let there be public: exercifes in ithc 
Kali ; the truftees and citizens prefcnt. Then let 
fine gilt books be given as prizes to fuch boys as 
diftinguifti themfelves, and excel the others in any 
branch of learning, making three degrees of com- 
parlfon : giving the beft prize to him that per- 
forms beft ; a lefs valuable one to him that comes 
up next to the beft; and another to the third. - 
Commendations, encouragement, and advice to the 
reft ; keeping up their hopes, that, by induftry, 
they may excel another time. The names of 
thofe that obtain the prize, to be. yearly printed 
in a lift. 

The hours of each day are to be divided and 
difpjfed in fuch a manner as that fome clafTes may 
be with the writing-mattei' improving their hands; . 
othiers with the mathemaiical-oiiafter, learning a- 
riihmetic, accounts, geography, ufeof the globes^ 
drawing, mechanics, &.c. while the reft are in 
the Englifh, fchool, under the Englifli mafter's 
care. 

Thus inftrufted, youth will conie out of this 
fchool fitted for learning any buf:n^:-'s, calling, or 
profeflion, except fuch wherein Luiguiiges are re- 
quired i arid though uuaccjuaintcd with any and- 
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ent or foreign tongue, they will be mafters of their 
own which is of more immediate and general ufc ;; 
and withal will have attained many other valuably 
accompliihments : the time ufually fpent in acquir-i- 
ing thofe languages, often without fuccefs, beings 
here employed in laying fuch a foundation of' 
knowledge and ability, as, properly improved^, 
may qualify them to pafsthrough and execute the 
feveral offices of civil life, with advantage and r^r^ 
putation. to themlielyes axid country.. 
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